Extraction in Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly - rEIAR
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SCOPING RESPONSES




Lorraine Meehan

Subject: FW: rEIAR fo Past Peat Extraction Activities at Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly 200804-e

From: INFO <Information@tii.ie>

Sent: 22 September 2022 09:22

To: Karen Mulryan <kmulryan@mbkoireland.ie>

Subject: rEIAR fo Past Peat Extraction Activities at Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly

Dear Ms. Mulryan,
| acknowledge receipt of your letter of 24 August relating to the above Remedial EIAR Scoping exercise.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) will endeavour to consider and respond to planning applications referred to it
given its status and duties as a statutory consultee under the Planning Acts. The approach to be adopted by Tll in
making such submissions or comments will seek to uphold official policy and guidelines as outlined in the Section 28
Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012).
Regard should also be had to other relevant guidance available at www.Tll.ie.

The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not prejudice TII’s statutory
right to make any observations, requests for further information, objections or appeals following the examination of
any valid planning application referred.

TIl notes the proposed site extents adjoin the N62, national secondary road, at a location on the network that is
subject to a general 100kph speed limit. The rEIAR Scoping document outlines that access to the site has been taken
from the N62 as well as the R436. In such circumstances, the developer/applicant should be aware that official
policy concerning access to national roads seeks to avoid the creation of additional access points from new
development or the generation of increased traffic from existing accesses (i.e., non-public road access) to national
roads, to which speed limits greater than 50 kph apply. Therefore, there are policy and road safety considerations
that are required to be considered in any subsequent application; alternative arrangements may need to be
considered.

With respect to rEIAR scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general guidance for the
preparation of an EIAR, which may affect the national road network.

The developer/scheme promoter should have regard, inter alia, to the following:

e TIl notes that the subject site adjoins the N62, national secondary road. Therefore, there are official policy
and road safety considerations that would need to be resolved in relation to access to national roads as
outlined above,

e Consultations should be had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office with regard to
locations of existing and future national road schemes,

e Tl would be specifically concerned as to potential significant impacts the development would have on the
national road network (and junctions with national roads) in the proximity of the proposed development;
N62, national secondary road,

e The developer should assess visual impacts from existing national roads,

e The developer should have regard to any Environmental Impact Statement and all conditions and/or
modifications imposed by An Bord Pleanala regarding road schemes in the area. The developer should in
particular have regard to any potential cumulative impacts,
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e The developer, in preparing rEIAR, should have regard to Tl Publications (formerly DMRB and the Manual of
Contract Documents for Road Works),

e The developer, in preparing rEIAR, should have regard to TII's Environmental Assessment and Construction
Guidelines, including the Guidelines for the Treatment of Air Quality During the Planning and Construction
of National Road Schemes (National Roads Authority, 2006),

e The rEIAR/EIS should consider the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 (SI 140 of 2006) and, in particular,
how the development will affect future action plans by the relevant competent authority. The developer
may need to consider the incorporation of noise barriers to reduce noise impacts (see Guidelines for the
Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes (1st Rev., National Roads Authority, 2004)),

e It would be important that, where appropriate, subject to meeting the appropriate thresholds and criteria
and having regard to best practice, a Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) be carried out in accordance
with relevant guidelines, noting traffic volumes attending the site and traffic routes to/from the site with
reference to impacts on the national road network and junctions of lower category roads with national
roads. In relation to national roads, TIlI’s Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines (2014) should be
referred to in relation to proposed development with potential impacts on the national road network. The
scheme promoter is also advised to have regard to Section 2.2 of the NRA/TII TTA Guidelines which
addresses requirements for sub-threshold TTA. Any improvements required to facilitate development
should be identified. It will be the responsibility of the developer to pay for the costs of any improvements
to national roads to facilitate the private development proposed as Tll will not be responsible for such costs,

e The designers are asked to consult Tl Publications to determine whether a Road Safety Audit is required,

e Inthe interests of maintaining the safety and standard of the national road network, the rEIAR should
identify the methods/techniques proposed for any works traversing/in proximity to the national road
network.

e Tl recommends that that applicant/developer should clearly identify haul routes proposed and fully assess
the network to be traversed. Where abnormal ‘weight’ loads are proposed, separate structure
approvals/permits and other licences may be required in connection with the proposed haul route and all
structures on the haul route through all the relevant County Council administrative areas should be checked
by the applicant/developer to confirm their capacity to accommodate any abnormal ‘weight’ load proposed.

Notwithstanding, any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive, thus site and
development specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice.

| trust that the above comments are of use in your rEIAR preparation.
Yours sincerely,

Alban Mills
Senior Regulatory & Administration Executive
Ref No. Tl122-120175

In accordance with Tll's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of normal working hours, |
do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours unless it is clearly noted as requiring urgent
attention.

De réir pholasai BIE An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, ma ta an riomhphost seo & fhail agat lasmuigh de na
gnathuaireanta oibre, nilim ag suil le freagra na le gniomh uait lasmuigh de do ghnathuaireanta oibre féin mura
bhfuil sé raite go soiléir go bhfuil ga gniomhu go prdinneach.
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Tl processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available at
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Préisealann BIE sonrai pearsanta a sholathraitear dé i gcomhréir lena Fhégra ar Chosaint Sonrai ata ar fail ag
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TIl E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error then please notify
postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including attachments.

Cdras r-phoist BIE: Ta an riomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rin agus beartaithe lena n-
Usaid ag an duine aonair nd ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dirithe chuige/chuici amhdin. Mas rud é go bhfuair ti an
riomhphost seo tri bhotun, cuir sin in idil do postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an riomhphost bunaidh agus
aon cheangaltain.




Ciaran Fitzgerald

From: INFO <Information@tii.ie>

Sent: Monday 8 July 2024 14:57

To: Brodie Ni Thuathail

Subject: TII24-127774 - rEIAR Scoping response in relation to Substitute Consent for Peat

Extraction at Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly on behalf of Bord na Ména.

You don't often get email from information@tii.ie. Learn why this is important

Caution: This is an external email and may be malicious. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments.

A Chara,

Thank you for your correspondence of 21 June 2024 in relation to the above. The position in relation to your enquiry
is as follows.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) wishes to advise that it is not in a position to engage directly with planning
applicants with respect to proposed developments. TIl will endeavour to consider and respond to planning
applications referred to it given its status and duties as a statutory consultee under the planning acts. The approach
to be adopted by TIl in making such submissions or comments will seek to uphold official national road and light rail
policy and guidelines including Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (DoECLG,
2012) and Tl Publications.

Regard should also be had to other relevant guidance available at www.Tll.ie.

Tll notes reference to previous rEIAR Scoping Request for the above project. Tl responded to that request under TII
ref. TII22- 120175 in September 2022.

The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not prejudice TllI's statutory
right to make any observations, requests for further information, objections or appeals following the examination of
any valid planning application referred.

With respect to rEIAR scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general guidance for the
preparation of an EIAR, which may affect the national roads and/or light rail networks.

The project promoter should have regard, inter alia, to the following:

Having regard to the EPA Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports, 2022 it is recommended as appropriate that the national road and light rail networks be recognised as
strategic transport assets under “material assets”. EIAR assessment and mitigation should have regard to the
following:

e National roads: Official policy for development at or near national roads is set out in the DoECLG Spatial
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2012) available at
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/85b83-planning-guidelines-standards/

e TIl Publications: In addition, as part of TIlI’s responsibilities for managing and improving the country's
national road and light rail networks, the Authority sets development guidance and standards for traffic and
road assessments and construction that may be necessary by reason of proposed development location,
scale or typology to be prepared to accompany applications for developments or works. Technical guidance
and standards are contained in TIl Publications, available at https://www.tiipublications.ie/

In addition, the EIAR should have regard to, inter alia, the following:

National road network:



Tl would be specifically concerned with the potential significant impacts the development would have on
the national road network (and junctions with national roads) in the proximity of the proposed
development,

Consultations should be had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office (RDO) with
regard to locations of existing and future national road schemes,

The EIAR should have regard to any prior environmental impact statement or assessment report and all
conditions and/or modifications imposed by An Bord Pleanala regarding road schemes in the area. The
developer should in particular have regard for any potential cumulative impacts,

The EIAR should have regard to the provisions of Chapter 3 of the DoECLG Spatial Planning and National
Roads Guidelines in the assessment.

Tl Publications:

It would be important that, where appropriate, subject to meeting the appropriate thresholds and criteria
and having regard to best practice, a Traffic and Transport Assessment be carried out in accordance with
relevant guidelines, noting traffic volumes attending the site and traffic routes to/from the site with
reference to impacts on the national road network and junctions of lower category roads with national
roads. TlI’s Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) Guidelines (TIlI Publication No. PE-PDV-02045) should be
referred to in relation to the proposed development with potential impacts on the national road network.
The scheme promoter is also advised to have regard to Section 2.2 of the Guidelines which addresses
requirements for sub-threshold TTA,

The designers and assessors are asked to consult Tll Publications to determine whether a road safety audit is
required.

Tl environmental assessment guidance:

The EIAR should have regard to TIlI’'s Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines, including the
Good Practice Guidance for the Treatment of Noise during the Planning of National Road Schemes (March
2014),

The EIAR should consider the European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 549
of 2018)) and, in particular, how the development will affect future action plans by the relevant competent
authority. The developer may need to consider the incorporation of noise barriers to reduce noise impacts
(see Good Practice Guidance for the Treatment of Noise during the Planning of National Road Schemes
(March 2014)),

Haul routes utilising the national road network:

Elements of the national road network are operated and managed by a combination of Public-Private
Partnerships (PPP) Concessions, Motorway Maintenance and Renewal Contractors (MMaRC) and local Road
Authorities in association with TIl. In relation to haul route identification, the applicant/developer should
clearly identify haul routes proposed and fully assess the network to be traversed to ascertain any
operational requirements, including delivery timetabling, etc. to ensure that the strategic function of the
national road network is safeguarded.

Separate structure approvals/permits and other licences and works-specific deeds of indemnity may be
required in connection with the proposed haul route, including where temporary modification to the road
network may be required. Consultation with relevant local authorities, PPP Companies and MMaRC may
also be required.

All structures on the haul route should be checked by the applicant/developer to confirm their capacity to
accommodate any abnormal load proposed, including abnormal weight load. Additionally, any damage
caused to the pavement on the existing national road arising from any temporary works due to the turning
movement of abnormal loads (e.g. tearing of the surface course, etc.) shall be rectified in accordance with
TIl Pavement Standards and details in this regard shall be agreed with the Road Authority prior to the
commencement of any development on site.



Notwithstanding the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive, thus site and
development-specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice.

| trust that the above comments are of use in your EIAR preparation.
Mise le meas,

Rachel Begley
Regulatory & Administration Executive

I II il ] infootiiie +353 (0)1 646 3600

In accordance with TlI's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of normal
working hours, | do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours unless it is
clearly noted as requiring urgent attention.

De réir pholasai BIE An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, ma t4 an riomhphost seo 4 fhail agat lasmuigh
de na gnathuaireanta oibre, nilim ag suil le freagra na le gniomh uait lasmuigh de do ghnathuaireanta
oibre féin mura bhfuil sé raite go soiléir go bhfuil ga gniomhu go prainneach.

Tl processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available at
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/

Préiseélann BIE sonrai pearsanta a sholathraitear dé i gcomhréir lena Fhégra ar Chosaint Sonrai ata
ar fail ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga

TIl E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this emailin error
then please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including attachments.

Céras r-phoist BIE: T4 an riomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi run agus
beartaithe lena n-Usaid ag an duine aonair né ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dirithe chuige/chuici
amhain. Mas rud é go bhfuair td an riomhphost seo tri bhotun, cuir sin in idil do postmaster@tii.ie, le
do thoil, agus scrios an riomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltain.



Emily Lynch

From: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>

Sent: 02 September 2022 13:34

To: Emily Lynch

Cc: Lorraine Meehan

Subject: FW: 200804-e BnM Lemanaghan Subcon- Scoping Request

Attachments: EPA Scoping Request Form- 200804-e - 22.08.30.docx; Lemanaghan Subcon

Scoping - F- 2022.08.24 - 200804-¢e.pdf

Hi Emily,
The IPC Licence referred to in the Scoping report is PO500-1 but it is P0503-01 in the Scoping request form.
Can you confirm which is the correct Licence Register number?

Kind regards,
Marian Doyle

Environmental Licencing Programme
Office of Environmental Sustainability
An Clar um Cheadunu Comhshaoil

Oifig um Inbhuanaitheacht Chomhshaoil

; 053-916 0600 (Switch)
eiaplanning@epa.ie
ep www.epa.ie
Enwirgnmental Protection Agency

(O ¥in)

From: Emily Lynch <elynch@mkoireland.ie>

Sent: Tuesday 30 August 2022 17:02

To: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>

Cc: Lorraine Meehan <Imeehan@mkoireland.ie>

Subject: 200804-e BnM Lemanaghan Subcon- Scoping Request

Dear Sir/ Madam,

On behalf of Bord na Mdna Plc and subsidiaries (‘the Applicant’), MKO is preparing a remedial Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS) to accompany a Substitute Consent
Application for past peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan Bog. The total site area covers 1,250 hectares. The site
is located approximately 3.5 kilometres (km) northeast of Ferbane and approximately 2.5 km southwest of the
village of Ballycumber in Co. Offaly.

As part of the EIA process, we would welcome any comments that you may have in relation to the proposed project,
including baseline data, survey techniques or potential impacts that should be considered as part of the assessment
process and in the preparation of the rEIAR. In order to facilitate this, a Scoping Document providing details of the
proposed project and the site of the proposed development is attached.

If you could return any comments or suggestions at your earliest convenience, it would be much appreciated. If you
require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind Regards,
Emily.



Emily Lynch
Graduate Environmental Scientist

A
MIKOD |..
v

Tuam Road, Galway
Ireland, H91 VW84
+353(0) 91735611
www.mkoireland.ie

McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is
addressed. If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it
contains is prohibited. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant
that any attachment hereto is free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the
author and are not necessarily those of MKO



Emily Lynch

From: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>

Sent: 07 October 2022 12:42

To: Emily Lynch

Cc: Lorraine Meehan

Subject: Scoping Opinion under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency
Act 1992, as amended- Ref 2537

Attachments: EPA Scoping Request Form- 200804-e - 22.08.30.docx; Lemanaghan Subcon

Scoping - F- 2022.08.24 - 200804-e.pdf; RE: Scoping Consultation under Section
83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992 - Reference 2537

Re: Scoping Opinion under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992, as
amended- Ref 2537

Dear Ms Lynch,

| refer to the request for a Scoping Opinion on the scope and level of detail to be included in an EIAR in
relation to substitute consent for peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan Bog, located in Lemanaghan
and surrounding townlands, north-east of Ferbane, County Offaly, which was received by the Agency on
30t August 2022.

In accordance with the requirements of Article 5(2) of Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by Directive
2014/52/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA
Directive), and Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992, as amended, the Agency
has consulted with the Planning Authority Offaly County Council and the relevant prescribed bodies under
Section 89 of the EPA Act. | attach a copy of the response received from the Health Services Executive. The
remainder of the bodies consulted have not provided a response within the timeframe set out.

Bord na Mona Energy Limited was issued an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) Licence (Register No. PO500-
01) on 18™ May 2000 for Class 1.4 of the First Schedule of the EPA Act 1992 ‘the extraction of peat in the
course of business which involves an area exceeding 50 hectares’ at Boora Group, c/o Boora Works,
Leabeg, Tullamore, Offaly.

Having regard to the specific characteristics of the project and likely impact on the environment, the
Agency is of the opinion that the scope and level of detail to be included in the remedial environmental
impact assessment report should as a minimum:

(i) address the matters raised in the responses received from the bodies detailed above;

(ii) have regard to licence conditions, in particular the rehabilitation plan(s) required under Condition
10 of Licence Reg No. P0500-01 for any relevant bog areas;

(iii) consideration should be given to inclusion of any relevant bog areas in an enhanced rehabilitation
scheme, e.g., under the Peatlands Climate Action Scheme (PCAS).

(iv) have regard to relevant water quality monitoring data. Any gaps in water quality data for receiving
waters should be filled by a sampling programme over an appropriately representative period of
time.

(v) have regard to the EPA’s Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports, which are available at the following link: https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--




assessment/assessment/quidelines-on-the-information-to-be-contained-in-environmental-impact-

assessment-reports-eiar.php.

If you require any further information in relation to this matter, please contact the undersigned.
For all further queries and correspondence relating to planning and EIA matters, please contact
eiaplanning@epa.ie

Yours faithfully,
Environmental Licensing Programme

Environmental Licencing Programme
Office of Environmental Sustainability
An Clar um Cheadudnu Comhshaoil

Oifig um Inbhuanaitheacht Chomhshaoil

; 053-916 0600 (Switch)
eiaplanning@epa.ie
epc www.epa.ie
Enwironmental Protection Agency

sz | @O Win

From: Emily Lynch <elynch@mkoireland.ie>

Sent: Tuesday 30 August 2022 17:02

To: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>

Cc: Lorraine Meehan <Imeehan@mkoireland.ie>

Subject: 200804-e BnM Lemanaghan Subcon- Scoping Request

Dear Sir/ Madam,

On behalf of Bord na Mdna Plc and subsidiaries (‘the Applicant’), MKO is preparing a remedial Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS) to accompany a Substitute Consent
Application for past peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan Bog. The total site area covers 1,250 hectares. The site
is located approximately 3.5 kilometres (km) northeast of Ferbane and approximately 2.5 km southwest of the
village of Ballycumber in Co. Offaly.

As part of the EIA process, we would welcome any comments that you may have in relation to the proposed project,
including baseline data, survey techniques or potential impacts that should be considered as part of the assessment
process and in the preparation of the rEIAR. In order to facilitate this, a Scoping Document providing details of the
proposed project and the site of the proposed development is attached.

If you could return any comments or suggestions at your earliest convenience, it would be much appreciated. If you
require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind Regards,
Emily.

Emily Lynch

Graduate Environmental Scientist
MKOD | ..

Tuam Road, Galway
Ireland, H91 VW84
+353(0) 91735611
www.mkoireland.ie




McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is
addressed. If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it
contains is prohibited. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant
that any attachment hereto is free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the

author and are not necessarily those of MKO



Ciaran Fitzgerald

From: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>

Sent: Thursday 8 August 2024 18:08

To: bnithuathail@mkoireland.ie; Catherine Johnson

Subject: 200804-e Lemanaghan Subcon Scoping - EPA
Attachments: 2537 Lemanaghan Bog- Scoping Opinion - 07 Oct 2022.pdf

You don't often get email from eiaplanning@epa.ie. Learn why this is important

Caution: This is an external email and may be malicious. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments.

Dear Sir/ Madam,
See attached EIAR Scoping Opinion in relation to substitute consent for peat extraction activities at
Lemanaghan Bog, Ferbane, County Offaly, which issued to MKO Consultants on 07 October 2022.

For all further queries and correspondence relating to planning matters, please contact eiaplanning@epa.ie.

Yours faithfully,

Water, Energy and Business Support Programme
Office of Environmental Sustainability

An Clar um Cheadunud Comhshaoil

Oifig um Inbhuanaitheacht Chomhshaoil

/c.; 053-916 0600 (Switch)
eiaplanning@epa.ie
epa www.epa.ie
Envwiran

mental Protection Agency “ ' @

From: Brodie Ni Thuathail <bnithuathail@mkoireland.ie>
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 3:54 PM

To: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>

Cc: Catherine Johnson <cjohnson@mbkoireland.ie>
Subject: 200804-e Lemanaghan Subcon Scoping - EPA

Dear Sir or Madam,

MKO has been engaged to carry out a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial
Natura Impact Statement (r(NIS) alongside a substitute consent application from past peat extraction
activities at Lemanaghan bog Co. Offaly.

We would have reached out to you in 2022 already. However, as some time has passed, we wish to reach out
again to ensure all queries and comments are captured. If you have any queries or comments in relation to the
attached, please do not hesitate to contact to me.

Kind regards,
Brodie.



Brodie Ni Thuathail
Graduate Environmental Scientist

MKO
Tuam Road, Galway, H91 VW84

Offices in Galway and Dublin
mkoireland.ie | +353 (0)91 735 611
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From: EIAPlanning
To: elynch@mkoireland.ie
Cc: Imeehan@mkoireland.ie
Subject: Scoping Opinion under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992, as amended-
Ref 2537
Date: Friday 7 October 2022 12:41:52
Attachments: image001.png
image002.png
image003.png
EPA Scoping Request Form- 200804-e - 22.08.30.docx
Lemanaghan Subcon Scoping - F- 2022.08.24 - 200804-e.pdf
image004.png
image007.png
image008.png
RE Scoping Consultation under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992 -
Reference 2537.msg

Re: Scoping Opinion under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency
Act 1992, as amended- Ref 2537

Dear Ms Lynch,

| refer to the request for a Scoping Opinion on the scope and level of detail to be included
in an EIAR in relation to substitute consent for peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan
Bog, located in Lemanaghan and surrounding townlands, north-east of Ferbane, County

Offaly, which was received by the Agency on 30th August 2022.

In accordance with the requirements of Article 5(2) of Directive 2011/92/EU as amended
by Directive 2014/52/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private
projects on the environment (EIA Directive), and Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental
Protection Agency Act 1992, as amended, the Agency has consulted with the Planning
Authority Offaly County Council and the relevant prescribed bodies under Section 89 of
the EPA Act. | attach a copy of the response received from the Health Services Executive.
The remainder of the bodies consulted have not provided a response within the timeframe
set out.

Bord na Mona Energy Limited was issued an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) Licence
(Register No. P0500-01) on 18th May 2000 for Class 1.4 of the First Schedule of the EPA Act
1992 ‘the extraction of peat in the course of business which involves an area exceeding 50
hectares’ at Boora Group, c/o Boora Works, Leabeg, Tullamore, Offaly.

Having regard to the specific characteristics of the project and likely impact on the
environment, the Agency is of the opinion that the scope and level of detail to be included
in the remedial environmental impact assessment report should as a minimum:

(i) address the matters raised in the responses received from the bodies detailed
above;

(i) have regard to licence conditions, in particular the rehabilitation plan(s) required
under Condition 10 of Licence Reg No. PO500-01 for any relevant bog areas;

(iii) consideration should be given to inclusion of any relevant bog areas in an

enhanced rehabilitation scheme, e.g., under the Peatlands Climate Action Scheme
(PCAS).


mailto:eiaplanning@epa.ie
mailto:elynch@mkoireland.ie
mailto:lmeehan@mkoireland.ie
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Request for a written Scoping Opinion from the Environmental Protection Agency on the scope and level of detail of information to be contained in an EIAR 

Where a request for a Scoping Opinion is received by the Agency which meets the requirements of the relevant legislation[footnoteRef:1], [footnoteRef:2], the Agency will, in preparing their opinion, consult with the relevant bodies in accordance with the legislation.   [1:  Section 83(2A)(de) of the EPA Act 1992 as amended.]  [2:  Article 13B of the Waste Management (Licensing) Regulations 2004 as amended.
] 




		Name of Applicant / Licensee: 

		Bord na Móna Plc



		Contact Name & details:

		Emily Lynch (Environmental Scientist – MKO)



		Date:

		30.08.2022



		Licence Type:

Where Licence Review Application state Reg. No.: 

		Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) Licence under EPA Act 1992 as amended

Reg No. 503-01 Allen Group



		Class(es) of Activity:



		Peat Extraction ceased at the site. A remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report and remedial Natura Impact Statement are being prepared to accompany a planning application for substitute Consent in order to regularise the planning status of the peat extraction works (and all associated bog development works) that have been carried out in Lemanaghan. The total site area covers 1,250 hectares. The site is located approximately 3.5 kilometres (km) northeast of Ferbane and approximately 2.5 km southwest of the village of Ballycumber in Co. Offaly.





		Nature of Project:

		Briefly describe the proposed project:

· Installation of surface water drainage incorporating one pump stations (since now decommissioned), silt ponds and drain channels;

· Installation of rail network (including rail lines and ancillary infrastructure);

· Construction of machine passes and underpasses/bridges;

· Clearance and excavations - removal of the upper layers of vegetation from within the production footprint to facilitate peat extraction;

· Industrial scale peat extraction (including both milled and sod moss now ceased); and

· Implementation and use of ancillary services and infrastructure to facilitate peat extraction (e.g. fixed fuel tanks)



		Location of the Installation/Facility/Activity:

		The total site area covers 1,250 hectares. The site is located approximately 3.5 kilometres (km) northeast of Ferbane and approximately 2.5 km southwest of the village of Ballycumber in Co. Offaly.



		Provide the following information as part of a request for a Scoping Opinion:





Confirm that the information is attached (Yes/No):

		A remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report and remedial Natura Impact Assessment are being undertaken to assess the likely impact on the environment as a result of the past peat extraction activities. The site measures approximately 5.0 kilometres in length from north to south, and approximately 5.4 kilometres from east to west, at its widest points.





YES



		EPA email address for Scoping correspondence

		eiaplanning@epa.ie 
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INTRODUCTION

Bord na Moéna will be submitting an application for Leave of Consent to An Bord Pleanala (the Board)
to apply for Substitute Consent under Section 177E of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as
amended for the previous peat extraction activities on the Lemanaghan Bog (the Application Site),
which forms part of the Boora Bog Group.

Should the Leave be granted, Bord na Moéna intend to apply to An Bord Pleanéla for Substitute
Consent under Section 177E (Application for Substitute Consent) of the Planning and Development
Act 2000 (PDA 2000 as amended), and under Part 19 of the Planning and Development Regulations,
2001 (as amended). Substitute Consent will be applied for in order to regularise the planning status of
historic peat extraction and peat extraction related activities carried out by Bord na Mona at the
Application Site. The application for Substitute Consent will be submitted to the Board, accompanied
by a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial Natura Impact
Statement (rNIS).

MKO have been appointed as Environmental Consultants for the project and will prepare a remedial
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) in support of the application. The rEIAR will be
prepared in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 6 of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001, as amended, Directive 2014/52/EU, amending Directive 2011/92/EU, relating to the
information to be contained in an EIAR, and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s Guidelines
on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements.

Ultimately, these lands are proposed for future wind energy development, which will be the subject of a
separate application for necessary permission.

This Scoping Document provides details regarding the past peat extraction activities and the
Application Site and will be circulated to all relevant consultees. It also sets out the proposed scope of
work for the rEIAR. Consultees are invited to contribute to the rEIAR by suggesting baseline data,
survey techniques and potential impacts that should be considered as part of the assessment process
and in the preparation of the rEIAR. The list of consultees to whom this Scoping Document has been
circulated is provided in Appendix 1 of this document. The rEIAR will also be accompanied by a
remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS).

Bord na Ména plc is an Irish, semi-state climate solutions company helping lead Ireland towards a
climate neutral future.

Bord na Ména provides employment for approximately 1500 people and manages a land holding of
over 80,000 hectares. Its landbank is managed over long-term timescales. The company’s ambition is
to create the right conditions to store carbon and protect biodiversity, while helping to deliver ongoing
sustainable energy security for Ireland.

All Bord na Ména’s activities are focused on helping Ireland to achieve its climate goals.
The functions of Bord na Ména as set out under Section 17(1) of the 1946 Act were:
To produce and market turf and turf products;

To foster the production and use of turf and turf products;
To acquire bogs and other lands;
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To manage, develop and work bogs and other lands vested in the board.

Bord na Moéna’s lands extend to approximately 80,000 hectares in total and are located mainly in the
Irish midlands.

Peat extraction was suspended at the Application Site in June 2020 and currently no extraction is being
undertaken across any Bord na Ména bog units. However, stockpiles of peat continue to be moved off

the bogs.

Bord na Ména Powergen Ltd. currently manages and operates a portfolio of thermal and renewable
assets across their land bank, namely Edenderry Power Plant a peat/biomass power generating unit,
Cushaling peaking plant, Bellacorick, Mountlucas, Oweninny Phase 1 and Bruckana wind farms, and

the Drehid landfill gas facility.

Bord na Moéna Powergen Ltd intend to bring forward an application for a renewable energy project at
Lemanaghan, known as Lemanaghan Wind Farm ( ), and this will
be subject to a separate planning application directly to An Bord Pleanala through the Strategic
Infrastructure Development planning process.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published its ‘Draft Guidelines on the Information to be
Contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports’ (EPA, August 2017), which is intended to
guide practitioners preparing an rEIAR and EIAR in line with the requirements set out in the European
Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296
of 2018).

In preparing the assessments regard has also been taken of the provisions of the ‘ Guidelines for
Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanéla on Carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment
published by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (DHPLG) in August 2018
to the extent these guidelines are relevant having regard to the enactment of the revised EIA Directive.

The European Commission also published a number of guidance documents in December 2017 in
relation to Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects (Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by
2014/52/EU) including ‘ Guidance on Screening’, ‘ Guidance on Scoping’ and ‘Guidance on the
preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Reporf. MKO has prepared the assessments also
in accordance with these guidelines also.

Scoping is the process of identifying the significant issues which should be addressed in the
assessments. Scoping is also intended to identify the potential environmental effects of the project,
sensitive receptors, and the appropriate level of information to be provided in the rEIAR.

This Scoping Document provides details regarding the past peat extraction activities and the
Application Site and is being circulated to all relevant consultees. It also sets out the proposed scope of
work for the rEIAR. Consultees are invited to contribute to the rEIAR by suggesting baseline data,
survey techniques and potential impacts that should be considered as part of the assessment process
and in the preparation of the rEIAR. This Scoping Document will be circulated to a list of Consultees
outlined in Appendix 1.



https://www.lemanaghanwindfarm.ie/
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DESCRIPTION OF THE APPLICATION
SITE

The Application Site, Lemanaghan Bog, forms part of the Boora Bog Group and is located in
Lemanaghan and surrounding townlands, north-east of Ferbane, County Offaly. The site comprises an
area of approximately 1,250 hectares. The site is located approximately 3.5 kilometres (km) northeast of
Ferbane and approximately 2.5 km southwest of the village of Ballycumber in Co. Offaly, as shown in
Figure 1 at the end of this section. The site measures approximately 5.0 kilometres in length from north
to south, and approximately 5.4 kilometres from east to west, at its widest points. The Irish Transverse
Mercator coordinates for the approximate centre of the site are ITM 616147 (X), 727944 (Y).

Under the Water Framework Directive, the site is located within the Brosna_SC_060,
Shannon[Lower]_SC_010 and Shannon|[Lower|_SC_010 subcatchments and the catchments Lower
Shannon (Catchment IDs 25A and 25B) and the Upper Shannon (Catchment ID 26G).

Access to the site is through the R436 Ferbane-Clara Road, passing through the southern end of the
site, and the N62 Ferbane to Athlone Road, which passes to the west of the site. Other existing
infrastructure includes the Bord na Mona Boora — Lemanaghan rail link which runs through the site
from the southeast to the north-west.

The land-use/activities within the bog comprises predominantly a mix of areas not long out of
commercial peat production (undertaken under licence P0500-01), interspersed with smaller areas of
revegetation of bare peat, heath and scrub, woodland and very small areas of agricultural grassland and
conifers. An existing wind monitoring mast is located within the site. Please see Figure 2 for an aerial
view of the Application Site.

The bog itself is predominantly comprised of cut-over bog which has been subject to industrial-scale
peat extraction by the Applicant from 1955 to June 2020 for horticultural and fuel purposes. There are
a number of ancillary services and infrastructure associated with the subject peat extraction works
within the footprint of the bog group, including the following:

Surface water drainage incorporating pump stations, silt ponds and drains;

Electricity distribution infrastructure;

De-mountable rail network (including rail lines, underpasses / bridges and ancillary
infrastructure)

Machine passes and underpasses/bridges;

Welfare facilities (including canteen structures);

Work sites and workshops;

Fixed fuel tanks; and

Peat storage and loading facilities

Please note that, as set out previously above, several of these elements (such as welfare facilities,
canteens, workshops etc,) already enjoy the benefit of having received planning permission, as
explained in Section 2.3 below.

In addition to the above, an existing wind monitoring mast is located within the site.

The industrial scale extraction of milled peat commenced from 1955 as a fuel source for the ESB-owned
Ferbane Power Station which became operational in 1957.
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Lemanaghan Bog comprises a total area of approximately 1,250 hectares. The site topography ranges
between 62 metres above ordnance datum (m AOD) at its highest point, to the northeast of the site, to
approximately 50 m AOD at its lowest point in the centre of the bog. The site measures approximately
5.0 kilometres in length from north to south, and approximately 5.4 kilometres from east to west, at its
widest points. The Grid Reference co-ordinates for the approximate centre of the site are ITM 616147,
727944. Lemanaghan Bog forms part of Bord na Ména’s Boora Bog Group, which is licenced by the
Environmental Protection Agency under Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) Licence No. P0500-01

The potential for previous peat extraction to have impacted these habitats will be addressed in the
rEIAR. Consideration will be given to the potential for the previous peat extraction to impact the EU
and National Designated Sites in the surrounding area and catchment will be assessed.

The nearest Natura 2000 site, i.e. Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or Special Protection Area (SPA)
is the Ferbane Bog SAC, located approximately 2.3km west of the Proposed Development Site. The
nearest Special Protection Area (SPA) is Mongan Bog SPA, located approximately 10km northwest of
the Proposed Development site.

The nearest Natural Heritage Area (NHA), is the Clonydonnin Bog NHA, located approximately 3km
north of the site. The Ferbane Bog proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) is located approximately
2.2km to the west and the Grand Canal pNHA is located approximately 2.2km to the south of the
Proposed Development site.

Figure 3 shows the location of the Proposed Development site in relation to EU and Nationally
designated areas within a 15km radius. The potential for the Proposed Development to impact on
SACs, SPAs and NHAs (including pNHAs) will be considered as part of the EIA and Appropriate

Assessment process.

Bord na Moéna’s peat extraction activities at the Application Site commenced in the 1950s. The
Application Site has been regulated by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) since 18t May
2000 under the under Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) (Licence Ref. 500-01) licencing regime under
Part IV of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992. The Applicant is currently the only operator
licenced by the EPA to carry out the extraction of peat in an area exceeding 50 hectares. The IPC
licence is managed by the Applicant’s Environmental Management Department in Land and Habitats
with three Compliance Officers located in these operational areas who manage the day-to-day
compliance requirements.

As per Condition 2 (Management of the Activity) of the IPC Licence, the Applicant is required to
maintain an Environmental Management System (EMS) which fulfils the requirements of the licence
and any associated objectives / targets relating to use of cleaner technology, cleaner production and the
reduction and minimisation of waste. The EMS is required to form part of the Applicant’s Annual
Environmental Report (AER), which is submitted to the EPA by the 1st of March of each year. A copy
of the AERs (2000 — 2020) submitted in compliance with the conditions set out within IPC Licence
P500-01 are available to view on the EPA’s web portal, with the balance held at the EPA’s headquarters
at Johnstown Castle, County Wexford. The most recent AER submitted by the Applicant is dated 19th
of April 2021 and covers the 2020 calendar year. The next AER covering the 2021 calendar year has
been lodged by the Applicant in during the month of April 2022.
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The EPA regularly audits and inspects compliance with its IPC Licences and these reports are available
on the EPA’s web portal. Audits and inspections of the Boora Bog Group for 2019 (including
Lemanaghan Bog) were conducted in August 2019 (site visit). This site visit was conducted as part of
the EPA’s annual site visit programme to check compliance with licence conditions with ‘water’, ‘waste’
and ‘air’ being the key considerations of the 2019 assessment. The Applicant was found to be in
compliance with licence conditions in the areas checked during this visit.

There was one complaint of an environmental nature (i.e., water quality) raised on the Applicant’s
licensed activity during the 2021 calendar year; Incident Ref. No. INCI022305, in relation to
hydrocarbon sheen noted on the Clodagh River on 20% December 2021 from Monettia Bog within the
Boora Bog Group. However, Monettia Bog is located more than 18.5km southwest of Lemanaghan Bog
and the action associated with this incident at Monettia Bog is not related to Lemanaghan Bog or
surrounding areas. The most recent AER (dated 19% April 2021) reported compliance levels of 100% for
storm-water and 99.7% - 100% for wastewater.

Cumulative impact refers to the addition of minor or significant effects, including effects of other
projects, to create larger, more significant effects. While a single activity may itself result in a minor
impact, it may, when combined with other impacts (minor or significant), result in a cumulative impact
that is collectively significant. Cumulative impacts will be assessed within each chapter of the rEIAR. In
addition, any directly and indirectly related activities that were undertaken parallel to peat extraction at
the Assessment Site will be assessed cumulatively with historical peat extraction.
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LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT

Prior to the 20th of September 2012, all industrial scale peat extraction activities were classified as
exempted development. The Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 came into effect on the
20th of September 2012 which inserted Section 4(4) of the Act. Section 4(4) legislates that development
which is typically exempt (e.g., industrial peat extraction pre-2012) is no longer exempt if an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) or an Appropriate Assessment (AA) of the development is
required. Notwithstanding this provision, the legal planning status of commercial peat extraction
remained uncertain and unclear in practice up until September 2019, as described below.

The Planning & Development (Amendment) Act 2010 introduced Part XA - Substitute Consent to the
legislation. Procedural details on substitute consent applications were inserted by article 26 of S.I. No.
476/2011 — Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 3) Regulations 2011.

Substitute Consent is the statutory planning application process to allow for regularisation of historical
development of land (i.e., pre-1963) that would require environmental impact assessment if that
development were to be the subject of a planning application under current legislation. The Substitute
Consent process also provides for circumstances where an environmental impact assessment, a
determination as to whether an environmental impact assessment is required, or an appropriate
assessment, was or is required and has not been carried out. The local authority can serve a notice on
the developer requiring an application for Substitute Consent to be made to An Bord Pleanala.

Alternatively, in circumstances where a notice has not been served by the local authority the developer
may opt to make an application for Leave to Apply for Substitute Consent to An Bord Pleanala. It is
this alternative circumstance that is applicable to this Scoping Report.

Sections 6, 7 and 8 of the Planning and Development, and Residential Tenancies, Act 2020 and the
Planning and Development (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2020 introduced changes to the
Substitute Consent procedure in response to the Supreme Court judgment issued on 1 July 2020 in the
“Ballysax/ McQuaid” cases - three joined appeal cases relating to two quarries (An Taisce v An Bord
Pleanala, An Taisce v An Bord Pleanala, and Sweetman v An Bord Pleanéla). This judgment,
delivered by Mr. Justice McKechnie, found that certain provisions of the substitute consent system in
the 2000 Act were inconsistent with the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive
(Directive 2011/92/EU, as amended) in terms of requiring exceptional circumstances and public
participation.

In particular Section 8 of the 2020 Act amends section 177K of the 2000 Act under a new subsection
(1A) whereby the Board is precluded from granting substitute consent unless it is satisfied that
exceptional circumstances exist that would justify the grant of such consent. Section 177(D)(2) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000 outlines the matters to be considered by the Board in determining
whether “exceptional circumstances” exist.

The Applicant has submitted an application to An Bord Pleanala (the Board) for Leave to apply for
Substitute Consent under Section 177E of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended for
the previous peat extraction activities on the Application Site. Should the Leave be granted, an
application for Substitute Consent will be submitted to An Bord accompanied by a remedial
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS).

The Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (tEIAR) will be prepared to accompany the
application to An Bord Pleanala (ABP) for Substitute Consent, as prescribed under Part XA 177F of the
PDA 2000:

“Section 177F — (1) A F671|remedial environmental impact assessment report] shall contain the
following: (a) a statement of the significant effects, if any, on the environment, which have occurred or
which are occurring or which can reasonably be expected to occur because the development the
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subject of the application for substitute consent was carried out; (b) details of— (i) any appropriate
remedial measures undertaken or proposed to be undertaken by the applicant for substitute consent to
remedy any significant adverse effects on the environment; n(ii) the period of time within which any
proposed remedial measures shall be carried out by or on behalf of the applicant; (c) such information
as may be prescribed under section 177N.”

European Union Directive 2011/92/EU (and amending Directive 2014/52/EU)
prescribes the information to be contained in the EIAR to include the following:

a description of the project comprising information on the site, design, size and other
relevant features of the project;

a description of the likely significant effects of the project on the environment;

a description of the features of the project and/or measures envisaged in order to
avoid, prevent or reduce and, if possible, offset likely significant adverse effects on
the environment;

a description of the reasonable alternatives studied by the developer, which are
relevant to the project and its specific characteristics, and an indication of the main
reasons for the option chosen, taking into account the effects of the project on the
environment;

a non-technical summary of the information referred to in points (a) to (d); and (f)
any additional information specified in Annex IV relevant to the specific
characteristics of a particular project or type of project and to the environmental
features likely to be affected.

In addition, Schedule 6 to the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 19, Article
222A of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) sets out the information to be
contained in an EIAR.

The National Planning Framework (NPF) (2018) identifies the future use of publicly owned peat
extraction areas, such as the Lemanaghan Bog, as being a key planning and place-making priority for
the Eastern and Midland Region. Acknowledging the potential of these areas to facilitate specific and
direct climate action measures (e.g., rehabilitation / restoration and the green energy sector), the NPF
characterises these peatlands, and the opportunities associated with their future uses, as enabling a
managed transition to low carbon economies.

Building on the NPF’s vision for the after-use of peat extraction areas throughout the country, the
Eastern and Midland Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (“RSES”) (2019) sets out Regional
Strategic Outcome 10 (Enhance Green Infrastructure) which requires the ‘ the sustainable management
of strategic natural assets such as our coastlines, farmlands, peatlands, uplands woodlands and
wetlands . Due to the physical nature of the Midlands region and its abundance of agricultural,
peatlands and wetlands, the ‘sustainable management’ of these strategic natural assets (e.g.,
Lemanaghan Bog) is identified by the RSES as a ‘Growth Enabler’ for the Midlands, as copied below
[underlined for emphasis].

“Diversification and growth of smart specialisation of local economies with a strong focus on
clustering including sustainable farming and food production, tourism, marine, energy and
renewables, bioeconomy and circular economy, with a focus on publicly owned peatlands in

the midlands, to support a ‘Just’ transition and realise the benefits of green technologies.”
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The RSES enshrines the need for both proactive and sustainable management of peatland within the
region under Regional Policy Objective 4.84,

“Support the rural economy and initiatives in relation to diversification, agri business, rural
tourism and renewable energy so as to sustain the employment opportunities in rural areas. In
keeping with the NPF, the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly will support the longer-term
strategic planning for industrial peatland areas.”

The RSES references the increasing areas of cutaway peatlands within the region in the context of
potential beneficial after-uses including renewable energy, biodiversity, amenity uses, water / carbon
storage and other infrastructure. The majority of these proposed uses relate to both climate mitigation
and adaptation measures and the need to ensure that land use changes do not impact on the ability of
the natural environment to absorb climate impacts. This is in line with the Applicant’s own vision for
the ‘Rethinking, Renewal and Restoring’ of peatland extraction areas such as at Lemanaghan Bog.

Lemanagahan Bog is subject to the current Offaly County Development Plan(s) which has been
considered in greater detail below.

The Offaly County Development Plan 2021-2027 (hereafter referred to as the CDP) was adopted on
10th September 2021 and came into effect on 20th October 2021. A key message underpinning the
OCDP is Offaly County Council’s recognition of the importance of the county’s cutaway bogs as a
major natural resource. While the county has a long and successful history of energy production
relating predominantly to industrial scale peat extraction, the need for a national transition to a low-
carbon economy has required a reduction in traditional power generation and a diversification of
Ireland’s energy portfolio towards green energy. Offaly’s cutaway peatlands, such as Lemanaghan Bog,
now present opportunities for alternative uses / rural diversification ranging from amenity, tourism,
biodiversity services, ‘wild areas’, flood management, climate mitigation, energy development, industry,
education and conservation. These potential land-uses can enhance both the employment, renewable
energy generation, and tourism sectors of the county as well as providing a potential environmental
benefit (i.e. rehabilitation). In this regard, Offaly County Council recognises the potential economic and
climate change benefits of supporting the potential future-uses of cutover peatlands associated with the
green economy and rehabilitation.

Chapter 3 (Climate Action and Energy) identifies climate change as a cross-cutting theme in the County
Development Plan, and as a result, climate considerations will be integrated into the decision-making
process to ensure that climate change adaptation and mitigation considerations are embedded in all of
the Council's policies and services. The Strategic Aim for Climate Change is in line with the higher tier
legislation with reference to the Climate Action Plan 2019 (generally interchangeable with the recently
published Climate Action Plan 2021). The overall Strategic Aim for Climate Action and Energy is set
out below;

“To achieve a transition to an economically competitive, low carbon climate resilient and
environmentally sustainable county, through reducing the need to travel, promoting sustainable
settlement patterns and modes of transport, and by reducing the use of non-renewable resources,
whilst recognising the role of natural capital and ecosystem services in achieving this.”

As indicated by the above Strategic Aim, the OCDP acknowledges that Local Authorities have an
important role in leading a ‘bottom-up approach’to the national climate action agenda. Table 3.2
(Chapter 3) of the OCDP sets out all of the actions and specific projects which can be undertaken in
Co. Offaly in the lifetime of the development plan to help achieve a low carbon, climate resilient and
environmentally sustainable economy, including:
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“Support the restoration of peat bogs and other climate mitigation actions when turf cutting has
ceased.”

The OCDP sets out a number of Core Strategy Policies for the future use of peatlands within the county
and these include infer alia (underlined for emphasis):

CAEP-15: It is Council policy to support the enhancement of carbon sinks such as
peatlands, forestry, and permanent grasslands, with consideration of in conjunction
with other climate mitigation actions such as the re-wetting and restoration of cut
away peatlands, where appropriate.

CAEP-16: It is Council policy to support the preparation of a comprehensive after use
framework plan for the industrial peatlands and associated workshops, office
buildings and industrial sites in the midlands and adjacent parts of the north west and
southern regions, which meets the environmental, economic and social needs of
communities in these areas, and also demonstrating leadership in climate change
mitigation and land stewardship. The Council recognises that the industrial peatlands
in the midlands are a significant resource will transition to after uses ranging from
amenity, tourism, biodiversity services, ‘wild areas’, flood management, climate
mitigation, energy development, industry, education, conservation and many more.
CAEP-25: It is Council policy to encourage and facilitate the production of energy
from renewable sources, such as from bioenergy, waste material, solar, hydro,
geothermal and wind energy, subject to proper planning and environmental
considerations.

CAEP-26: It is Council policy to encourage developers of proposed large scale
renewable energy projects to carry out community consultation in accordance with
best practice and to commence the consultation at the commencement of project
planning.

REDO-05: It is an objective of the Council to support the longer-term strategic

planning for industrial peatland areas, which should include a comprehensive after-

use framework plan for the industrial peatlands and associated infrastructure
including workshops, office buildings and industrial sites, which addresses
environmental, economic and social issues including employment and replacement

enterprise reflecting the current transition from employment based around peat
extraction.

Furthermore, Chapter 13 (Development Management Standards) of the OCDP sets out the key
environmental considerations of development ‘on or adjacent to’ peatland areas under DMS-108. These
considerations have been summarised below:

Consideration of the potential contribution of peatlands to climate change mitigation
and adaptation including renewable energy production;

Consideration of habitats and species of environmental significance;

Consideration of the ecosystem services and tourism potential provided by peatlands;
Development of peatlands shall ensure that there are no negative impacts on water
quality and hydrology;

Consideration of existing and future rehabilitation measures including enhanced
rehabilitation measures (i.e. drain blocking and rewetting);

Achieving of a carbon emissions balance

There is clear policy support, and furthermore, development standards, to ensure the sustainable
management of Offaly’s peatlands to protect the county’s natural heritage and non-renewable resources
and contribute to Ireland’s climate action strategy through appropriate future uses (including renewable
energy infrastructure). The significance given to peatlands and their role within the preservation of
biodiversity and ecosystem services is in line with the Bord na Ména’s own understanding and vision
for Lemanaghan Bog and supports the regularisation of the planning status of the application site in
conjunction with future rehabilitation measures.
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As discussed further below in Section 3, if the Board favourably grants the Applicant leave to apply for
substitute consent, a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report and/or remedial Natura
Impact Statement will be prepared which will directly consider potential impacts on water quality and
hydrology (in the context of the Applicant’s extant and maintained IPC Licence).

Bord na Moéna has a vast land bank which facilitated previous active peat extraction and cutaway
peatlands and some other lands, totalling approximately 80,000 hectares, or 7% of the peatlands of
Ireland. These lands, located mainly in the midlands, represent one of the company’s principal
potential assets but are also important resources for the nation as a whole.

In October 2018, Bord na Mona announced its strategy to decarbonise, accelerating moves away from
its traditional peat business into renewables, resource recovery and new sustainable businesses. Bord na
Mbobna bogs ceased production of energy peat in 2020. Cutover bogs are those from which the upper
layers of natural vegetation have been removed to facilitate peat harvesting and include bogs currently
in production. Cutaway bogs are areas where peat harvesting has been discontinued, usually because it
is no longer economically viable to remove any remaining peat. Existing areas of cutaway are used for
forestry, biodiversity, amenity, wind energy, waste management, aggregate extraction or a combination
of two or more of these uses.

It is planned that the majority of Bord na Moéna land bank will be selected for alternative green
industries. Bord na Ména’s ‘Strategic Framework for the Future Use of Peatlands’ (2011) sets out a
strategic framework for the consideration of future potential uses of cutaway peatlands. The document
is available to view at

In recent times, the business has gone through radical change, announcing the new “Brown to Green”
strategy, committing to the cessation of peat harvesting, and focusing on developing climate solutions in
renewable energy, sustainable waste management, carbon storage and biodiversity conservation. A key
objective of this strategy involves using the land to continue to underpin Ireland’s energy independence
by developing green, sustainable energy sources to assist with Ireland’s commitment to achieve 80%
renewable electricity by 2030.



http://www.bordnamona.ie/
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT

The Application Site was mapped as a raised bog in the Peatland Map of Ireland produced by the
National Soil Survey in 1978!. Raised bogs are a distinctive and characteristic feature in the landscape
of the Irish midlands. Whereas the site is currently covered by cutaway/cutover and degraded bog
habitats, we can only presume that prior to drainage the site was covered by an active raised bog.

For a site such as this, the primary land-use change associated with the peat production process occurs
during the initial drainage of the bog in advance of peat extraction. Constructed drainage ditches drain
the upper surface of the bog by lowering the local peat water table. At this time, ancillary features will
also be constructed including railway lines, machine passes, canteens, work sites, production centres,
mobile fuel tanks, fixed fuel tanks and peat loading facilities. After the site is drained, vegetation will be
removed from the bog surface, leaving only bare peat fields between the drains.

Peat extraction works at Lemanaghan Bog are historic, with some pre-dating both the commencement
of the formal Irish planning system (i.e., were undertaken prior to 1963), as well as the relevant EIA and
Habitats Directive transposition dates. Bog development works (e.g. installation of surface water
drainage and transportation infrastructure (rail line), construction of passes / underpasses / bridges,
routing of electrical power lines, completion of site clearance and preliminary excavations, etc.) initially
began between the years of 1950 and 1951 within Lemanaghan Bog. Industrial scale peat extraction
subsequently commenced from 1955 and ceased in June 2020, for the production of milled peat for
energy generation purposes. Following the cessation of extraction, maintenance activities associated
with the removal of existing peat stockpiles from the Bog are ongoing.

Bord na Moéna extracted peat at the Application Site using the Milling method

Peat was milled for fuel, either for power station supply or for supply to briquette factories. Milled peat
was also used in the horticulture industry. Peat was milled from deep peat layers (which comprise dead
plant material). Milled peat production required good solar drying conditions and was typically carried
out between mid-April and September once suitable drying conditions existed. There are four stages to
the production of milled peat: milling, harrowing, ridging and harvesting. Typically, every 11 field was
used to stockpile the peat from the output of five fields either side; this is referred to as the ‘Peco’
method.

Weather permitting, the miller followed the harvester and the production cycle recommenced in the
emptied fields. Each production cycle is known as a harvest. In a year of average weather conditions,
approximately 12 harvests were completed. When the production season was over, the stockpiles were
covered to keep the peat dry unless the peat was scheduled for immediate sale. Peat was stored in these
stockpiles until required for use.

Peat production areas were served by a network of permanent narrow-gauge rail tracks, (approximately
one metre in width). Temporary tracks were also constructed as required to transfer the peat from peat
production areas.




https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/environment/soil/Peatlands-of-Ireland-Map.pdf
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There are four stages to the production of milled peat: milling, harrowing, ridging and harvesting, as
summarised and illustrated in Figure 4 below:

Milling - During the milling process, the top 10-15 mm of the surface of each field is
broken into peat crumbs by powered milling drums towed behind agricultural
tractors. This layer of crumbed or milled peat is called a crop and has a moisture
content of about 80% when milled.

Harrowing - After milling, the peat crop is dried. To assist in this drying process, the
loose peat is harrowed, or turned over. The harrow consists of a series of spoons
which are towed behind an agricultural tractor.

Ridging - When the milled material has dried to 45-55% moisture content, it is
gathered into ridges in the centre of each field. A ridger consists of a pair of blades
towed in an open ‘V’ behind an agricultural tractor. The open ‘V’ blades rest on the
bog and channel the loose crop into a triangular ridge in the centre of each field.
Harvesting - Harvesting is the final stage of the production process. Each individual
ridge is lifted mechanically by a machine called a harvester, transferred and dropped
on top of the adjoining field’s ridge, until five ridges have been accumulated into a
single large ridge. This ridge forms the final lift into the peat storage stockpile.
Weather permitting, the miller follows the harvester, and the production cycle
recommences in the emptied fields.

Figure 4 Milled peat production cycle, Photos Bord na Ména
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There are a number of ancillary services and infrastructure associated with the subject peat extraction
works within the footprint of the bog group, including:

Surface water drainage incorporating pump stations, silt ponds and drains;
Electricity distribution infrastructure;

De-mountable rail network (including rail lines, underpasses / bridges and ancillary
infrastructure)

Machine passes and underpasses/bridges;

Welfare facilities (including canteen structures);

Work sites and workshops;

Fixed fuel tanks; and

Peat storage and loading facilities

It should be noted that certain ancillary infrastructure, such as welfare facilities, including canteen
structures, work sites and workshops, and the peat storage and loading facilities, within the Boora Bog
Group enjoy the benefit of having received planning permission. Nonetheless, they will be assessed
within the relevant sections of the rEIAR and rNIS.

In compliance with the IPC licence P0500-01, draft Rehabilitation Plans have been produced by Bord
na Moéna for all Bogs in the Boora Bog Group, including Lemanaghan. It is a requirement of Condition
10 of the aforementioned IPC Licence, however, that following decommissioning of use or involvement
of all or part of the site in the licensed activity, Bord na Ména prepares (to the satisfaction of the EPA)
and implements a final Cutaway Bog Rehabilitation Plan for the Boora Bog Group. The discharge of
Condition 10 will facilitate the permanent rehabilitation of the Boora Bog Group in conjunction with
any parallel future end-uses (wind energy infrastructure).
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SCOPE OF THE ASSESSMENT

Project Team

MKO will act as overall project managers, with responsibility for the preparation of the rEIAR, rNIS (if
required) and planning application. Input from a number of specialists will also be required during the
course of the project. The project team is presented in Table 5-1.

Table 51 EIAR Project Team
Consultants

MKO Planning application preparation,
rEIAR co-ordinators; Scoping and Consultation; Preparation of
rEIAR Sections:

> Chapter 1: Introduction

7 Chapter 2: Background to the Development, including
Planning Policy and Scoping and Consultation

Chapter 3: Consideration of Reasonable Alternatives
Chapter 4: Description of the Development

Chapter 5: Population and Human Health, including
Residential Amenity and vulnerability to Accidents and
Disasters.

Chapter 6: Biodiversity

Chapter 11: Landscape and Visual

Chapter 12: Material Assets

Chapter 14: Interaction of the Foregoing

Chapter 15 — Schedule of Mitigation and Monitoring Measures

v vV

VVVVYVv

> Remedial Appropriate Assessment Screening/Remedial Natura
Impact Statement

Hydro-Environmental Services | Hydrological and Hydrogeological Consultants; Drainage Design;

Lid. Preparation of rEIAR Sections:

> Chapter 7: Land, Soils and Geology
> Chapter 8: Hydrology and Hydrogeology

AWN Consulting Ltd. Noise and Vibration Consultants;
Preparation of rEIAR Sections:

> Chapter 9, Air and Climate,
> Chapter 10: Noise and Vibration
Tobar Archaeological Services | Archaeological Consultants; Preparation of rEIAR Section:

> Chapter 13: Archaeological, Architectural and Cultural
Heritage
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The purpose of the rEIAR will be to document the current state of the environment in the vicinity of
the Application Site in an effort to retrospectively assess and quantify the impacts of peat extraction
activities and related activities on the environment. It will also assess the likely future environmental
effects and impacts of remediation associated with the project.

The information to be contained in an rEIAR is specified in Schedule 6 of the Planning and
Development Regulations, 2001, as amended and in the updated EIA Directive 2014/52/EU. The
rEIAR for the development will use the grouped structure method to describe the existing
environment, the likely significant effects of the development thereon and the proposed mitigation
measures, under the following headings:

Population and Human Health, including Residential Amenity and vulnerability to
Accidents and Disasters.

Biodiversity

Land, Soils and Geology

Hydrology and Hydrogeology

Air and Climate

Noise and Vibration

Landscape and Visual

Archaeological, Architectural and Cultural Heritage
Material Assets (includes Traffic and Transportation)
Interaction of the Foregoing

Schedule of Mitigation and Monitoring Measures

Background information relating to the development, scoping and consultation undertaken and a
description of the development, including both the construction and operational phases, will be
presented in separate sections.

A review of all reasonable alternatives considered will be undertaken and incorporated into the rEIAR
to demonstrate that the peat extraction processes undertaken represented the best technology to suit the
requirements of such an industry.

The rEIAR will also include a Non-Technical Summary, which is a condensed and easily
comprehensible version of the rEIAR document. The Non-Technical Summary will be a concise
statement of the significant findings and recommended actions presented in the rEIAR.

The consolidated European Union Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain
public and private projects on the environment, is currently transposed into Irish planning legislation by
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and the Planning and Development Regulations
2001 (as amended). Directive 2011/92/EU was amended by Directive 2014/52/EU which has been
transposed into Irish law with the European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296 of 2018). The provisions of the new regulations have all
come into operation as of 1% January 2019.

The European Union Directive 2011/92/EU, amended by EU Directive 2014/52/EU on the assessment of
the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (the ‘EIA Directive’), requires
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Member States to ensure that a competent authority carries out an assessment of the likely significant
effects of certain types of project, as listed in the Directive, prior to development consent being given
for the project.

Article 5 of the EIA Directive provides where an EIA is required, the developer shall prepare and
submit an EIAR previously referred to as an Environmental Impact Statement (‘ELS’). Accordingly, the
rEIAR will comply with the EIA Directive as amended by Directive 2014/52/EU.

Industry-wide, best practice methodologies and standards will be used in preparation of the rEIAR.
The likely significant effects of the development will be described using standard, best-practice terms
and mitigation measures which may have reduced, remedied or eliminated any likely negative effects
identified.

The classification of impacts in this rEIAR follows the definitions provided in the Glossary of Impacts
contained in the following guidance documents produced by the Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA):

> ‘Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment
Reports — Draft August 2017’ (EPA 2017);

> ‘Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements - Draft September
2015’ (EPA 2015);

> Advice Notes on Current Practice in the Preparation of Environmental Impact
Statements’ (EPA, 2003).

The EPA is currently revising the ‘Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in Environmental
Impact Statements’ and the ‘Advice Notes on Current Practice (in the preparation of Environmental
Impact Statements)’. The revisions to the guidelines and advice notes are still at draft stage, following
consultation which closed in October 2015. The ‘Draft Guidelines on the Information to be contained
Environmental Impact Statements’ (EPA, August 2017) present an updated glossary for the description
of effects. The updated glossary encompasses some additional descriptors, the substance of which will
be taken into account in the rEIAR where relevant.

The European Commission published a number of guidance documents in December 2017 in relation
to Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects (Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by 2014/52/EU)
including ‘Guidance on Screening’, ‘Guidance on Scoping’ and ‘Guidance on the preparation of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report’, which will also be used to compile the rEIAR.

The EPA impact assessment terminology is presented in Table 52. The use of standardised terms to
describe the likely significant effects will ensure that the rEIAR employs a systematic approach, which
can be replicated across all disciplines covered in the rEIAR, as advised in ‘Guidelines on the
Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements’ (EPA, 2017). The consistent
application of terminology throughout the rEIAR facilitates the assessment of the development on the
receiving environment.

Table 5-2 Effect Classification Terminology (EPA, 2017)

Impact Description
Characteristic
Quality Positive A change which improves the quality of the
environment
Neutral No effects or effects that are imperceptible, within

normal bounds of variation or within the margin of
forecasting error.






Impact

Characteristic

Negative
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Description

Significance

Imperceptible

An effect capable of measurement but without
significant consequences

Not significant

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the
character of the environment but without significant
consequences.

Slight

An effect which causes noticeable changes in the
character of the environment without affecting its
sensitivities

Moderate

trends

Significant

intensity alters a sensitive aspect of the environment

Very significant

intensity significantly alters most of a sensitive aspect of
the environment

Profound

An effect which obliterates sensitive characteristics

Extent and
Context

Extent

Describe the size of the area, number of sites and the
proportion of a population affected by an effect

Context

conform or contrast with established (baseline)
conditions

Probability

Likely

Effects that can reasonably be expected to occur

are properly implemented

Unlikely

Effects that can reasonably be expected not to occur

are properly implemented

Momentary

Effects lasting from seconds to minutes

A change which reduces the quality of the environment

An effect that alters the character of the environment in
a manner consistent with existing and emerging baseline

An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or

An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or

Describe whether the extent, duration, or frequency will

because of the planned project if all mitigation measures

because of the planned project if all mitigation measures
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Description

Duration and Brief Effects lasting less than a day
Frequency
Temporary Effects lasting less than a year
Short-term Effects lasting one to seven years
Medium-term Effects lasting seven to fifteen years
Long-term Effects lasting fifteen to sixty years
Permanent Effect lasting over sixty years
Reversible Effects that can be undone, for example through
remediation or restoration
Frequency Describe how often the effect will occur. (once, rarely,
occasionally, frequently, constantly — or hourly, daily,
weekly, monthly, annually)

Type Indirect Impacts on the environment, which are not a direct
result of the project, often produced away from the
project site or because of a complex pathway

Cumulative The addition of many minor or significant effects,
including effects of other projects, to create larger, more
significant effects.

‘Do Nothing’ The environment as it would be in the future should the
subject project not be carried out

Worst Case’ The effects arising from a project in the case where
mitigation measures substantially fail

Indeterminable When the full consequences of a change in the
environment cannot be described

Irreversible When the character, distinctiveness, diversity, or
reproductive capacity of an environment is permanently
lost

Residual Degree of environmental change that will occur after the
proposed mitigation measures have taken effect

Synergistic Where the resultant effect is of greater significance than

the sum of its constituents

Impacts will be described in terms of quality, significance, duration and type, where possible. A Do
Nothing’impact will also be discussed in respect of each environmental theme in the rEIAR. Residual
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impacts will be presented following any impact for which mitigation measures are prescribed. The
remaining impact types will be presented as required or applicable throughout the rEIAR.

Remedial EIAR Sections

Details of the extent and scope of the assessments to be undertaken in the most significant sections of
the rEIAR are outlined below.

Introduction
This section of the rEIAR will provide details on the following:

The Applicant;

The Competent Authority;

Purpose and Scope of the rEIAR;

Brief Description of the Development;

Need for the Development;

The Project Team;

Difficulties encountered in preparing the rEIAR; and
Where the rEIAR can be viewed/purchased.

VVVVVVVVv

Background to the Development

This section will provide information in relation to the following main headings:

Climate Change Policy and Targets;

Strategic Planning Context;

Planning History;

Scoping and Consultation; and

Cumulative Impact Assessment Methodology.

VVVVVv

Reasonable Alternatives

This section will provide information in relation to the following main headings:

> Site Description; and
> Reasonable Alternatives.

Description of the Development

This section will provide a detailed description of the peat extraction activities, including:

Peat extraction activities;

Development Components, including all existing infrastructure,
Access and Transportation;

Site Drainage;

Rehabilitation Plan.

VVVVYVv

Population and Human Health

Aspects to be addressed:

> Population and Human Health;
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Employment and Economic Activity;

Land-Use;

Community Facilities and Amenity;

Tourism;

Vulnerability to Accidents and Natural Disasters
Residential Amenity.

The assessment of the potential effects of the development on Population and Human Health will be
assessed by way of a desk study of data sourced from the Central Statistics Office, Offlay County
Development Plan, Failte Ireland and any other literature pertinent to the area. Employment figures
from Bord na Moéna records will also be utilised where available.

Impacts on population and human health will be assessed in terms of the operational, current and
rehabilitation phase of the development. Potential cumulative impacts with other projects will also be
assessed.

The following sources and guidelines will be used in the preparation of the Population and Human Health
chapter:

Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015);
Draft Revised Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental
Impact Statements (EPA, 2015);

Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained on Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports (EPA, 2017);

Central Statistics Office (CSO): Census of Ireland 2016; Census of Ireland 2011;
Census of Agriculture 2010; Labour Force Survey;

Offaly County Development Plan 2021-2027;

Failte Ireland;

Bord na Moéna socio-economic report 2017/2018;

Fitzpatrick Associates, 2011 Energy Crop-Socio-economic Study, Bord na Ména.

Designated Areas;

Flora in the Existing Environment, including Habitat Mapping; and

Fauna in the Existing Environment, including Bats, Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology.
Bird Species.

The scope of works will include:

Desk study of information maintained by:
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Site Synopses;
New Atlas of the British and Irish Flora (2000);
EPA Water Quality data for most proximal sites;
National Parks and Wildlife Records;
Other Ecological Information (as available) ; and
Consultation and Scoping with Relevant Authorities.
Ecological Field Assessment
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Description of the full extent of the site in accordance with the Heritage Council’s

‘Standard Methodology for Habitat Survey and Mapping in Ireland’.
Identification of terrestrial floral and faunal species on the site.
Identification and evaluation of any other features of ecological interest.
Presence of Annex I (Habitats Directive) habitats will be recorded and their
condition assessed. Comments will be made on the significance of species
recorded such as Irish Red Data Book status or presence of flora protected
under the Irish Flora Protection Order (1999).

The Atlases of Breeding Birds (Sharrock, 1976, Gibbons et al., 1993 and Balmer et al.

2013).

Irish Wetland Bird Survey (I-WeBS) data (If available for any I-WeBS sites in the

vicinity).

National Biodiversity Data Centre.

Other Ecological Information (as available).

The following guidelines will be used in the preparation of the Biodiversity Chapter:

Best Practice Guidance for Habitat Survey and Mapping (Heritage Council 2011)
Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland. Terrestrial,
Freshwater and Coastal (Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental
Management (CIEEM), 2018).

Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015).
Draft Revised Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental
Impact Statements (EPA, 2015).

Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained on Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports (EPA, 2017).

Environmental Impact Assessment of National Road Schemes —A Practical Guide
(National Roads Authority (NRA), 2009).

Guidelines for assessment of Ecological Impacts of National Road Schemes, (NRA,
2009).

Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines (NRA, 2006).

Bat Surveys: Good Practice Guidelines 34 Edition (Bat Conservation Trust, Hundt.
L., 2016).

Assessing Connectivity with Special Protection Areas (SPAs). (SNH, 2016).

Burke, B., Lewis, L. J., Fitzgerald, N., Frost, T., Austin, G. & Tierney, T. D. (2018)
LEstimates of waterbird numbers wintering in Ireland, 2011/12 — 2015/16. Irish Birds
No. 41, 1-12.

Republic of Ireland National Hen Harrier Survey 2010. (National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Dublin. Ruddock, M.,
Dunlop, BJ., O’Toole, L., Mee, A. & Nagle, T., 2012).

The 2015 National Survey of Breeding Hen Harrier in Ireland Irish Wildlife Manuals.
No 93. National Parks and Wildlife Service Department of Arts, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht, Dublin.

Colhoun, K. and Cummins, S. (2013). Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 2014
2019. Trish Birds 9(4): 523-544.

Hydro Environmental Services will carry out the Land, Soils and Geology assessment.

Soils and Subsoils;
Bedrock Geology;
Ground Conditions.
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The scope of works will include:

Desk Study
Desk study review of published data (where available) such as: EIARs for
other developments in the area, aerial photographs etc.
Previous ground investigation, topographic and geological maps.
Land, Soils and Geology rEIAR Chapter
Chapter will comply with impact assessment requirements contained in EPA
Draft Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental
Impact Assessment Reports, with reference to the development of the site
Desk study summary;
Site walkover findings;
Overview of ground conditions.

The land, soils and geology section of the rEIAR will be carried out in accordance with guidance
contained in the following documents:

Environmental Protection Agency (2017): Draft Guidelines on the Information to be
contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports;

Environmental Protection Agency (2015): Draft - Advice Notes on Current Practice
(in the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements;

Environmental Protection Agency (2015): Draft — Revised Guidelines on the
Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements;

Institute of Geologists Ireland (2013): Guidelines for the Preparation of Soils, Geology
and Hydrogeology Chapters of Environmental Impact Statements;

National Roads Authority (2008): Guidelines on Procedures for Assessment and
Treatment of Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology for National Road Schemes;
Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanéla on carrying out
Environmental Impact Assessment (DoHPLG, 2018); and,

Guidance on the preparation of the EIA Report (Directive 2011/92/EU as amended
by 2014/52/EU), (European Union, 2017).

Hydro Environmental Services will carry out the hydrology, hydrogeology and water quality
assessments:

Surface Water Environment; and
Groundwater Environment.

The scope of works will include:

Desk Study

Desk study review of published data (where available) such as:
Review of Initial bog drainage; regional river level and flow data
Review of bog unit scale hydrology (field drains, pumping stations, silt
ponds, outfall points, Bord na Ména Surface Water monitoring locations).
Review of water quality data
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Undertake surface water sampling and monitoring; consideration of surface
water abstractions;

Undertake Flood Risk Assessment

Review of water supplies local to bog units

Assessment of Hydrological connectivity and proximity to Designated Sites

The hydrology and hydrogeology section of the rEIAR will be carried out in accordance with guidance
contained in the following documents:

EPA Water Quality data;

Consultation and Scoping with Relevant Authorities;

Bord na Ména IPC monitoring dataset/Annual Environmental Reports;

National Federation of Group Water Quality Schemes;

Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015).
Draft Revised Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental
Impact Statements (EPA, 2015).

Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained on Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports (EPA, 2017).

Guidelines for Preparation of Soils, Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters in
Environmental Impact Statements (Institute of Geologists Ireland, 2013).

Guidelines on Procedures for Assessment and Treatment of Geology, Hydrology and
Hydrogeology for National Road Schemes. (National Roads Authority, 2005)
Guidelines for Preparation of Soils, Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters in
Environmental Impact Statements (Institute of Geologists Ireland, 2013).

Guidelines on Procedures for Assessment and Treatment of Geology, Hydrology and
Hydrogeology for National Road Schemes. (National Roads Authority, 2005)

Air Quality;
Climate and Weather; and
Carbon Balance calculations.

The desktop-based baseline survey will reference historical EPA monitoring data which is representative
of the current location which lies in Zone D of the 4 Air Quality Monitoring Zones (A-D) in Ireland.

A commentary on the potential impact of traffic emissions from vehicles accessing the site will be
provided and the following will be undertaken:

Assessment of concentrations of NO2 and PM10 from traffic movements and the
potential impact to nearby sensitive receptors. Impacts will be compared against the EU
Ambient Air Quality limit values for the protection of human health.

An assessment of the impact of the development at sensitive habitats will be carried out
should European designated habitats be identified within 200m of the Application Site.
A qualitative assessment of the potential for dust nuisance impacts based on the UK
Institute of Air Quality Management (IAQM) guidance document Guidance on the
Assessment of Dust from Demolition & Construction (2014) will be provided.

In order to assess the impact of the peat extraction industry on climate, the following will be
undertaken:
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Desktop assessment of current national Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from
available EPA data;

Review of regulations and standards relevant to the assessment;

Assessment of activities likely to produce GHG emissions impacting climate;
Compile appropriate section within the rEIAR.

The following guidelines will be used in the preparation of the Air and Climate chapter:

Transport Infrastructure Ireland,

UK Highways Agency

UK Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015);
Draft Revised Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental
Impact Statements (EPA, 2015);

Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained on Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports (EPA, 2017).

Offaly County Development Plan 2021-2027;

Consultation and Scoping with Relevant Authorities;

Bord na Moéna IPC monitoring dataset/Annual Environmental Reports.

The likely noise and vibrations levels at noise sensitive locations as a result of various historical activities
associated with the peat extraction industry will be predicted. Calculations will be made with reference
to source activities measured at similar sites, and other relevant source information referenced in BS
5228: Code of practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open sites, Part 1 & 2 (Noise
& Vibration). All calculations will be conducted in general accordance with the guidance contained in
BS 5228 Part 1 & 2 and / or ISO 9613: Acoustics — Attenuation of sound during propagation outdoors -
Part 2: General method of calculation.

Reference will be made to the best practice guidance to identify appropriate assessment criteria relevant
to the historic periods under review. The predicted noise and vibration impacts will be assessed against
the identified criteria.

The Noise and Vibration chapter will include detailed baseline information on the existing noise
environment and assess potential impacts and mitigation measures associated with the development.
The noise and vibration assessment of the rEIAR will be carried out in accordance with the following

guidance:

Code of practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open sites —
Noise (British Standard (BS) 5228-1:2009+A1:2014).

Evaluation and measurement for vibration in buildings — Part 2: Guide to damage
levels from ground-borne vibration (BS 7385, 1993).

Code of practice for noise and vibration control on construction and open sites — Part
2: Vibration (BS 5228, 2009+A1:2014).

Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes
(NRA, 2014).





Substitute Consent for Peat Extraction at Lemanaghan Bog rEIAR Scoping Report

rEIAR Substitute Consent Application 2022.05.20 — D2

Physical Landscape;

Landscape Character;

Landscape Value and Sensitivity;
Visibility of the Development; and
Residential Visual Amenity.

The landscape and visual impact assessment will be prepared to address the following issues:

County Landscape Character Assessment.

Assessment of existing landscape character.

Identification of sensitive visual receptors and sensitive locations.

Assessment of site and project visibility (from public roads, housing clusters, towns,
villages and amenity areas).

Identification of physical and visual units.

The assessment of the potential landscape and visual effects of the development will be carried out in

accordance with the following guidance:

Outstanding Landscapes (An Foras Forbartha, 1976).
Landscape and Landscape Assessment: Consultation Draft of Guidelines for Planning

Authorities (Department of the Environment and Local Government, 2000).
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (The Landscape
Institute/Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, UK, 2013).
Photography and photomontage in landscape and visual impact assessment
Landscape Institute Advice Note 01/11, 2011).

Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained on Environmental Impact
Statements (EPA 2017).

National Landscape Strategy 2015-2025.

The assessment will include reference to designations outlined in the existing Offaly County
Development Plan to identify key characteristics.

Archaeological Heritage; and
Architectural and Cultural Heritage.

An Archaeological, Architectural and Cultural Heritage Assessment will be completed, and the scope
of work will include the following:

Consultation with relevant stakeholders.
Desktop review of all relevant literature and data available, including but not limited

to:
Local knowledge.
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The Sites and Monuments Record (SMR).
The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP).
The Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland.
First Edition Ordnance Survey Maps and other relevant maps and
cartographic studies.
Aerial photographs.
Excavation bulletins.
Relevant County Development Plan.
Relevant County Heritage Plan.
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH).
Historic site characterisations.
Field Inspection/ Site Walkover.
Impact Assessment and Constraints Mapping.
Conclusions and Recommendations.

Potential cumulative impacts with other projects will also be assessed. The assessment of the potential
effects of the peat extraction on architectural heritage will be carried out in accordance with the
following:

Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities (Department of
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 2011).

Advice Notes on Current Practice (in preparation of Environmental Impact
Statements) (Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2003).

Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements
(EPA, 2002).

Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015).
Draft Revised Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental
Impact Statements (EPA, 2015).

Draft Guidelines on the information to be contained on Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports (EPA, 2017).

Traffic and Transportation:
Traffic Volumes; Impacts on existing road infrastructure.
Electricity & Energy

The scope of works will include:

Assessment of traffic volumes generated from the peat extraction industry.

A review of the effects of peat extraction generated traffic on the local road network
when the bogs were operational.

The description of likely significant effects of the traffic generated locally on traffic
and transport both individually and in combination with other similar permitted,
proposed and operational activities in the wider area.

This assessment will adopt the guidance set out by Transport Infrastructure Ireland
(TII), (formerly the National Roads Authority (NRA)) in the document Guidelines for
Traffic and Transport Assessments, May 2014.

An assessment of the impact of the project on energy production
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This section will provide a matrix and description of the potential interaction of effects between the
various aspects of the environment that will be discussed in the rEIAR. The matrix will highlight the
occurrence of potential positive or negative effects during the peat extraction period.

A sample Table of Contents for the rEIAR is outlined below:

Volume 1: Main rEIAR, including all figures
Chapter 1: Introduction
Chapter 2: Background to the Development
Chapter 3: Reasonable Alternatives
Chapter 4: Description of the Development
Chapter 5: Population and Human Health
Chapter 6: Biodiversity
Chapter 7: Land, Soils and Geology
Chapter 8: Hydrology and Hydrogeology
Chapter 9: Air and Climate
Chapter 10: Noise and Vibration
Chapter 11: Landscape and Visual
Chapter 12: Archaeological, Architectural and Cultural Heritage
Chapter 13: Material Assets
Chapter 14: Interaction of the Foregoing
Chapter 15: Schedule of Mitigation and Monitoring Measures
Volume 2: Non-Technical Summary
Volume 3: EIAR Appendices

The main headings in each of the environmental aspect chapters of the EIAR, i.e., Chapters 4 to 13,
will encompass the following:

Introduction
Background and Objectives
Statement of Authority
Relevant Legislation
Relevant Guidance
Methodology
Desk Study
Fieldwork
Impact Assessment Methodology
Receiving Environment
Policy Context
Description of study area
Likely and Significant Effects, including Mitigation Measures and Residual Effects
Do-Nothing Scenario
Extraction Phase
Current Phase (June 2020 to 2021)
Rehabilitation Phase
Cumulative Effects
Conclusion

The final detailed Table of Contents for the rEIAR is subject to change but will follow the main
structure listed above.
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The Application Site will be subject to the Article 6(3) Appropriate Assessment (AA) Process. A
remedial AA Screening and a remedial Natura Impact Statement, if required, will be prepared in
accordance with the European Commission guidance document Assessment of Plans and Projects
Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and
6(4) of the Habitats Directive 99/43/EEC (EC, 2001) and the Department of the Environment’s
Guidance on the Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland (December 2009, amended
February 2010).

In addition to the guidelines referenced above, the following relevant guidance will be followed:

DoEHLG (2010) Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland Guidance
for Planning Authorities. Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government,

European Communities (2000) Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of Article
6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications of the
European Communities, Luxembourg. European Commission,

Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications of the European Communities,
Luxembourg. European Commission,

EC (2007) Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC -
Clarification of the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding
public interest, compensatory measures, overall coherence, opinion of the
commission. European Commission,

EC (2013) Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats. Version EUR 28.
European Commission.

This assessment will be carried out in tandem with the rEIAR. The rAA Screening Report and rNIS, if
required, will be submitted to the relevant Authority as stand-alone documents as part of the substitute
consent application.
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CONSULTEELIST






An Taisce

Bat Conservation Ireland

BirdWatch Ireland

Commission for Regulation of Utilities Water and Energy

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications,

Department of Transport

Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media

Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly

Environmental Protection Agency

Eirgrid

Failte Ireland

Geological Survey of Ireland

Health Service Executive

Inland Fisheries Ireland

Irish Peatland Conservation Council

Irish Red Grouse Association

Irish Raptor Study Group

Irish Water

Irish Water- Water Supply Project Eastern & Midlands Region

Irish Wildlife Trust

Lullymore Heritage Centre

National Parks and Wildlife (DAU)

National Monuments Service (DAU)






Sports Ireland

Office of Public Works

Offaly County Council - Planning Department

Offaly County Council - Environment Department

Offaly County Council - Roads Department

Offaly County Council - Heritage Officer

The Arts Council

The Heritage Council

Transport Infrastructure Ireland

Waterways Ireland
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This licence was amended on the 5™ October 2012 under Section (96)(1) of the
Environmental Protection Agency Acts, as amended. The details of Amendment A must

be read in conjunction with the licence. The amendment document is entitled “Technical

Amendment A”.
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INTEGRATED POLLUTION CONTROL
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The Agency

The Licensee

Location of Activity
AER

Annually
BATNEEC
Bi-annually

COoD

Daily

Day
Daytime
dB(A)

Dust Sensitive location

EMP

EWC

Fortnightly

IPC
Leq
Lighting-up time

Local Authority

Monthly

NHA

Glossary of Terms

Environmental Protection Agency.

Bord na Ména Energy Limited, Boora, Leabeg, Tullamore,
County Offaly.

Boora Works, Leabeg, Tullamore, County Offaly.

Annual Environmental Report.

All or part of a period of twelve consecutive months.

Best Available Technology Not Entailing Excessive Cost.

All or part of a period of six consecutive months.

Chemical Oxygen Demand.

During all days of plant operation, and in the case of emissions,
when emissions are taking place; with no more than 1
measurement on any one day.

Any 24 hr. period.

0800 hrs to 2200 hrs.

Decibels (A weighted).

Any dwelling house, hotel or hostel, health building, educational
establishment, place of worship or entertainment, or any other
facility or area of high amenity which for its proper enjoyment
requires the absence of dust at nuisance levels.

Environmental Management Programme.

European Waste Catalogue (94/3/EEC, see also Agency
Guidance Note on the EWC).

At least 20 measurements in a calendar year with no more than
one measurement in any one week.

Integrated Pollution Control.
Equivalent continuous sound level.
30 minutes after sun set.

Offaly County Council, Westmeath County Council and Laois
County Council.

At least 12 times per year at approximately monthly intervals.

National Heritage Area.
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Night-time

Noise sensitive location

Quarterly

Screenings

SAC
Standard Methods

TA Luft

Waste disposal operation

Waste recovery operation

Weekly

2200 hrs to 0800 hrs.

Any dwelling house, hotel or hostel, health building, educational
establishment, place of worship or entertainment, or any other
facility or area of high amenity which for its proper enjoyment
requires the absence of noise at nuisance levels.

All or part of a period of three consecutive months beginning on
the first day of January, April, July or October.

Wood, stone and other debris removed from milled peat (by
screening) prior to introduction to processing.

Special Area of Conservation.

As detailed in “Standard Methods for the Examination of Water
and Wastewater”, (prepared and published jointly by A.P.H.A,,
AWWA & W.EFF) 19th Ed. 1995, American Public Health
Association, 1015 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Washington DC 20005,
USA.

Technical Instructions on Air Quality Control - TA Luft in
accordance with art. 48 of the Federal Immission Control Law
(BImSchG) dated 15 March 1974 (BGBI. | p.721). Federal
Ministry for Environment, Bonn 1986 and amendments.

Means any of the operations included in the Third Schedule to
the Waste Management Act 1996.

Means any of the operations included in the Fourth Schedule to
the Waste Management Act 1996.

During all weeks of plant operation, and in the case of
emissions, when emissions are taking place; with no more than
one measurement in any one week.
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Reasons for the Decision

The Agency is satisfied, on the basis of the information available that, subject to compliance with
the conditions of this licence, any emissions from the activity will comply with and not contravene
any of the requirements of Section 83(3) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992.

In reaching this decision the Agency has considered the application and supporting

documentation received from the applicant, all submissions and objections received and the
report of its inspectors.

Activities Licensed

In pursuance of the powers conferred on it by the Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992,
the Agency hereby grants a licence to:

Bord na Ména Energy Limited, Boora, Leabeg, Tullamore, County Offaly

under Section 83(1) of the said Act to carry on the following activity,

:- the extraction of peat in the course of business which involves an area exceeding 50 hectares,
at lands labelled as Boora Group on Location Map Drawings 2.1 and 2.2 (Attachment 2) of the

IPC Application subject to the following fourteen Conditions, with the reasons therefor and
associated schedules attached thereto.
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Conditions

Condition1 Scope

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

The activity shall be controlled, operated, and maintained and emissions shall take place
as set out in this Integrated Pollution Control licence. All programmes required to be
carried out under the terms of this licence, become part of this licence.

No alteration to, or reconstruction in respect of, the activity or any part thereof which
would, or is likely to, result in a material change or increase in:

1.2.1  The nature or quantity of any emission,

1.2.2 The abatement/treatment or recovery systems,

1.2.3 The range of processes to be carried out,

1.2.4 The fuels, raw materials, intermediates, products or wastes generated,

or any changes in:

1.2.5 The site management and control with adverse environmental significance

shall be carried out or commenced without prior notice to, and without the prior written
agreement of, the Agency.

This licence is for the purposes of IPC licensing under the EPA Act, 1992 only and
nothing in this licence shall be construed as negating the licensee’s statutory obligations
or requirements under any other enactments or regulations.

Any reference in this licence to ‘site’ shall mean the plan area outlined in black and
labelled Boora Group on Location Map Drawings 2.1 and 2.2 of Attachment 2 in the IPC
licence application.

Reason: To clarify the scope of this licence.

Condition 2 Management of the Activity

2.1

22

The licensee shall establish and maintain an Environmental Management System
(EMS) which shall fulfil the requirements of this licence. The EMS shall assess all
operations and review all practicable options for the use of cleaner technology, cleaner
production and the reduction and minimisation of waste, and shall include as a minimum
those elements specified in the Conditions 2.2 to 2.7 below:

Environmental Management Programme (EMP)

2.21 The licensee shall, not later than six months from the date of grant of this
licence, establish, maintain and submit to the Agency for Agreement an EMP,
including a time schedule, for achieving objectives and targets. The EMP shall
thereafter, form part of the AER and shall be agreed with the Agency prior to
implementation. It shall include:

(i) designation of responsibility for targets;

(ii) the means by which they may be achieved,;

(iii) the time within which they may be achieved.
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23

24

2.5

2.2.2 The EMP shall as a minimum include the following objectives:

(i) Minimisation of suspended solids movement to surface water systems
via peatland surface water drainage channels during development and
operation of boglands.

(ii) Rationalisation of surface water discharge points.

(iii) Investigation of reed-bed systems for final polish of silt pond
discharges.

(iv) Reduction of fugitive dust emissions during loading and transfer
operation on the bog and during unloading operations at the tippler and
works yard areas.

(v) Provision of measures to protect dust sensitive areas.

(vi) Reuse of silt pond waste.

(vii) Collection, storage and reuse of polythene covering.

(viii)  Use of reusable material for stockpile protection.

(ix) Use of wind power technology for pumped drainage.

(x) Separation of storm water runoff from process and non process areas.

(xi) Effective spill/leak management of mobile fuelling units.

(xii) Replacement (and remediation where necessary) of all underground
fuel tanks.

2.2.3 A report on the programme, including the success in meeting agreed targets,
shall be prepared and submitted to the Agency as part of the AER. Such reports
shall be retained on-site for a period of not less than seven years and shall be
available for inspection by authorised persons of the Agency.

Documentation

2.3.1  The licensee shall establish and maintain an environmental management
documentation system which shall be to the satisfaction of the Agency.

2.3.2 The licensee shall issue a copy of this licence to all relevant personnel whose

duties relate to any condition of this licence.

Corrective Action

241

The licensee shall establish procedures to ensure that corrective action is taken
should the specified requirements of this licence not be fulfiled. The
responsibility and authority for initiating further investigation and corrective
action in the event of a reported non-conformity with this licence shall be
defined.

Awareness and Training

2.51

252

The licensee shall establish and maintain procedures for identifying training
needs, and for providing appropriate training, for all personnel whose work can
have a significant effect upon the environment. Appropriate records of training
shall be maintained.

Personnel performing specifically assigned tasks shall be qualified on the basis
of appropriate education, training and/or experience, as required.
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26

2.7

Responsibilities

2.6.1 The licensee shall ensure that a person in charge, as defined under the terms of
the Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992 shall be available on-site at all
times when the activity is in operation. The person in charge shall also be
available to meet with authorised persons of the Agency at all reasonable times.

Communications

2.7.1  The licensee shall, within six months of date of grant of this licence, put in place
a programme to ensure that members of the public can obtain information
concerning the environmental performance of the licensee at all reasonable
times.

2.7.2 The licensee shall submit to the Agency, by 1 March each year, an AER which
shall be to the satisfaction of the Agency. This report shall include as a
minimum the information specified in Schedule 4 Recording and Reporting to
the Agency and shall be prepared in accordance with any relevant guidelines
issued by the Agency.

Reason: To make provision for management of the activity on a planned basis having regard

to the desirability of ongoing assessment, recording and reporting of matters affecting
the environment.

Condition 3 Interpretation

3.1

3.2

3.3

Emission limit values for emissions to atmosphere in this licence shall be interpreted in
the following way:-

3.1.1  Dust deposition at Dust Sensitive Locations
(i) No value shall exceed the emission limit value.

Emission limit values for emissions to water in this licence shall be interpreted in the
following way:-

3.2.1  Non-Continuous Monitoring:

(iy eight out of ten consecutive results, on the basis of 24hr flow proportionate
composite sampling, shall not exceed the emission limit value. No
individual daily result shall exceed 1.5 times the emission limit value.

(i) 75% of grab samples for each monitored discharge shall not exceed the
emission limit value; and no individual grab sample value shall exceed 3
times the emission limit value.

Noise
3.3.1  Noise from the activity shall not give rise to sound pressure levels (Leq,30 min.)

measured at noise sensitive locations which exceed the limit value(s) by more
than 2 dB(A).

Reason : To clarify the interpretation of emission limit values fixed under the licence.
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Condition 4 Notification

4.1

4.2

43

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

The licensee shall notify the Agency by both telephone and facsimile, if available, to the
Agency’s Headquarters in Wexford, or to such other Agency office as may be specified
by the Agency, as soon as practicable after the occurrence of any of the following:

411 Any release to atmosphere resulting in significant impairment of, or significant
interference with amenities or the environment.

4.1.2  Any emission which does not comply with the requirements of this licence.

4.1.3 Any incident with the potential for environmental contamination of surface water
or groundwater, or posing an environmental threat to air or land, or requiring an
emergency response by a Local Authority.

The licensee shall include as part of the natification, date and time of the incident,
details of the occurrence, and the steps taken to minimise the emissions and avoid
recurrence.

The licensee shall make a record of any incident as set out in Condition 4.1 above. The
notification given to the Agency shall include details of the circumstances giving rise to
the incident and all actions taken to minimise the effect on the environment and
minimise wastes generated.

A summary report of reported incidents shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the
AER. The information contained in this report shall be prepared in accordance with any
relevant guidelines issued by the Agency.

In the case of any incident as set out in Condition 4.1.2 above which relates to
discharges to water, the licensee shall notify either the Southern or Shannon Regional
Fisheries Board, as appropriate, as soon as practicable after such an incident.

In the event of any incident, as set out in Condition 4.1.3 having taken place, the
licensee shall notify the appropriate Local Authority as soon as practicable, after such an
incident

In the case of any incident, as set out in Condition 4.1.3, which has the potential to
impact the conservation objectives of any NHA or SAC site having taken place, the
licensee shall notify Duchas of the Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the
Islands as soon as practicable after such an incident.

The licensee shall as part of their AER, or more frequently as may be necessary, notify
the Agency of boglands, and discharges from same, intended to be included in the
subsequent years development and operational programmes.

Reason : To provide for the notification of incidents and update information on the activity.

Condition 5 Emissions to Atmosphere

5.1

5.2

Boiler Combustion Efficiency shall be tested annually and results reported on annually
as part of the AER.

The licensee shall ensure that all operations on-site shall be carried out in a manner
such that air emissions and/or dust do not result in significant impairment of, or
significant interference with amenities or the environment beyond the site boundary.
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5.3

54

5.5

Within three months of the date of grant of the licence, the licensee shall submit to the
Agency for agreement, a proposal for the identification and monitoring of Dust Sensitive
Locations (DSL’s) on and off site for dust deposition. A report on this monitoring shall
be submitted annually as part of the AER.

Activities on-site shall not give rise to dust levels off site at any Dust Sensitive Location
which exceed an emission limit of 350 mg/m2/day. [The sampling method to be in
accordance with German TA Luft Emission Standards for Particle Deposition (IW1)].

In relation to Dust Control the licensee shall, within six months of date of grant of this
licence, develop and implement procedures to ensure that:

. shelter belts are planted in sensitive areas,

. harvesting in sensitive areas is avoided during windy weather,

. where possible machinery use grassed pathways,

. headlands are kept clean and free of excessive loose peat,

. stockpiles are sheeted where possible,

e  moving machinery maintains slow speeds when travelling along dusty headlands,
. when harvesting, the jib is maintained low to the stockpile,

e  shelter belts are planted around outloading facilities,

. road transported peat is adequately covered (sheeted or similar),

e wind breaks are planted where-ever possible.

Reason: To provide for the protection of the environment by way of control, limitation,

treatment and monitoring of emissions.

Condition 6 Emissions to Water

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

No specified emission to water shall exceed the emission limit values set out in
Schedule 1(i) Emissions to Water subject to Condition 3 of this licence. There shall be
no other emissions to water of environmental significance.

The licensee shall within three months of date of grant of this licence submit to the
Agency for approval, a proposal for a surface water discharge monitoring location
programme. This programme shall, inter alia, have regard to the current status of each
bogland (virgin, under development, operational or worked out), sensitivity of the
receiving water, status of silt pond upgrade programme. This programme shall be
reviewed and revised as necessary each year as part of the AER.

The licensee shall, within six months of date of grant of licence, present a proposal for
the installation (on a long term basis) of a composite sampler to one representative
discharge point within the licensed area. The proposal shall set out the rational for
selection of the nominated discharge point as well as the sampling programme. The
results of this monitoring are to be reported each year as part of the AER. Any proposal
to relocate the composite sampler is to be dealt with under Condition 6.2.

Monitoring and analyses of each agreed emission monitoring location shall be carried
out as specified in Schedule 1(ii) Monitoring of Emissions to Water of this licence. A
report on the results of this monitoring shall be submitted to the Agency quarterly.

A summary report of emissions to water shall be submitted to the Agency as part of the
AER. The information contained in this report shall be prepared in accordance with any
relevant guidelines issued by the Agency.
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6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12

The licensee shall, within six months of the date of grant of licence submit to the Agency
for Agreement, a programme to ensure that all drainage water from all boglands in the
licensed area is discharged via an appropriately designed silt pond treatment
arrangement. The programme, to be implemented within a period to be agreed with the
Agency, shall ensure that all discharges associated with operational boglands are
prioritised.

Within three months of the date of grant of licence, the licensee shall prepare an
operational procedure for de-silting of the silt ponds. The procedure shall as a minimum
provide for visual inspection of all ponds on a fortnightly basis. The de-silting roster
shall be based on recommendations of such visual inspection. A log of visual inspection
and de-silting shall be maintained and a summary report on the de-silting programme
shall be included in the AER. The licensee shall within twelve months of the date of
grant of the licence demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Agency that the programme of
inspection is adequate.

Silt ponds serving operational bogs shall be cleaned as a minimum twice a year, once
before ditching and once before harvesting, and more frequently as inspections may
dictate (refer Condition 6.7).

Within six months of the date of grant of licence, the licensee shall submit a programme,
for agreement with the Agency, to upgrade the sedimentation pond treatment system.
The programme shall, inter alia, address provision of additional ponds, weir or pipe
installation (inlet and outlet), pond configuration, use of baffles, performance efficiency
and frequency of de-silting. The upgrade programme, to be implemented within a
period to be agreed with the Agency, shall have regard to the minimum silt pond
specifications detailed in Condition 6.10.

Within three years of date of grant of this licence all existing silt ponds serving
operational bogs shall achieve the following minimum performance criteria (flood
periods excepted):

. Maximum flow velocity < 10 cms™

. Silt design capacity of lagoons, minimum 50m® per nett ha of bog serviced

All new ponds installed shall be designed to achieve these stated minimum design
criteria.

All silt ponds prone to flooding shall be de-silted by 1* November of each year.
Excavated sludge shall be removed for disposal to a location outside the flood plain.

In respect of silt control the licensee shall, within six months of date of grant of this
licence, prepare and implement procedures to ensure that:

. drainage manholes are protected and maintained free of excessive peat,
. headlands are kept clean and free of excessive loose peat,
. all new manholes and outfalls are set well back from turning grounds, drivers of

bog plant do not turn short (over drains) at headlands,

. harrows, millers, ridgers do not drag loose peat onto manholes or into drains,
outside harrow spoons are directed away from drains,

. silt run-off while piping or ditching, is minimised,
. outfalls are controlled to minimise silt discharge during cleaning operations,
. drains are ditched in dry weather,
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. while ditching, outfalls are blocked and ditch towards outfall,

o outlets from stockpile field drains are blocked during stockpile loading,

. field drains adjacent to stockpiles are cleaned as soon as practicable after
stockpile loading,

. adequate room is allowed for rail bed beside Peco stockpiles,

. all fields that have been milled are ridged at the end of the production season,

. all fields liable to winter flooding have been cleared of milled peat or re-

compacted at the end of the production season.

Reason: To provide for the protection of the environment by way of control, limitation,

treatment and monitoring of emissions.

Condition 7 Waste Management

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

Disposal or recovery of waste shall take place only as specified in Schedule 2(i)
Hazardous Wastes for Disposal/Recovery and Schedule 2(ii) Other Wastes for
Disposal/Recovery of this licence and in accordance with the appropriate National and
European legislation and protocols. No other waste shall be disposed of/recovered
either on-site or off-site without prior notice to, and prior written agreement of, the
Agency.

Waste sent off-site for recovery or disposal shall only be conveyed to a waste
contractor, as agreed by the Agency, and only transported from the site of the activity to
the site of recovery/disposal in a manner which will not adversely affect the environment.

A full record, which shall be open to inspection by authorised persons of the Agency at
all times, shall be kept by the licensee on matters relating to the waste management
operations and practices at this site. This record shall as a minimum contain details of
the following:

7.3.1. The names of the agent and transporter of the waste.

7.3.2. The name of the persons responsible for the ultimate disposal/recovery of the
waste.

7.3.3. The ultimate destination of the waste.

7.3.4. Written confirmation of the acceptance and disposal/recovery of any hazardous
waste consignments sent off-site.

7.3.5. The tonnages and EWC Code for the waste materials listed in Schedule 2(i)
Hazardous Wastes for Disposal/Recovery and Schedule 2(ii) Other Wastes for
Disposal/Recovery sent off-site for disposal/recovery.

7.3.6. Details of any rejected consignments.

A copy of this Waste Management record shall be submitted to the Agency as part of
the AER for the site.

Within nine months of the date of grant of licence, the licensee shall submit to the
Agency for agreement, a proposal for identification and management of all ash and
screening disposal areas. Once agreed, the proposal shall be implemented within a
time-scale stipulated by the Agency
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Reason:

To provide for the disposal of waste and the protection of the environment.

Condition 8 Noise

8.1 Activities on-site shall not give rise to noise levels off site at any noise sensitive location
which exceed the following sound pressure limits (Leq,3omin) Subject to Condition 3 :

Daytime: 55 dB(A)
Night-time: 45 dB(A).

8.2 There shall be no clearly audible tonal component or impulsive component in the noise
emission from the activity at any noise sensitive location.
Reason: To provide for the protection of the environment by control of noise.

Condition 9 Water Protection

9.1

Surface & Groundwater Protection - Workshop areas and Depots

9.11

9.1.2

No potentially polluting substance or matter shall be permitted to discharge to
off-site surface waters, off site storm drains or groundwaters.

Monitoring and analyses of each surface water discharge shall be carried out as
specified in Schedule 3 Monitoring of Workshop/Depot Surface Water Run-off
of this licence. A report on the results of this monitoring shall be submitted to
the Agency quarterly

In the event that any analyses or observations made on the quality or
appearance of surface water runoff should indicate that contamination has
taken place, the licensee shall

(i) carry out an immediate investigation to identify and isolate the source of
the contamination,

(i) put in place measures to prevent further contamination and to minimise
the effects of any contamination on the environment,

(iii) and notify the Agency as soon as is practicable.

Within twelve months of the date of grant of licence, all tank and drum storage
areas shall be rendered impervious to the materials stored therein. In addition,
tank and drum storage areas shall, as a minimum be bunded, either locally or
remotely, to a volume not less than the greater of the following;

(i) 110% of the capacity of the largest tank or drum within the bunded area

(ii) 25% of the total volume of substance which could be stored within the
bunded area.

Drainage from bunded areas shall be diverted for collection and safe disposal.

The integrity and water tightness of all the bunding structures and their
resistance to penetration by water or other materials stored therein shall be
tested and demonstrated by the licensee to the satisfaction of the Agency and
shall be reported to the Agency within eighteen months from the date of grant of
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9.1.7

9.1.10

9.1.11

9.1.12

this licence and every two years thereafter. A report on such tests shall be
included in the AER.

Within twelve months of the date of grant of licence, the loading and unloading
of fuel oils shall be carried out in designated areas protected against spillage
and leachate run-off. While awaiting disposal, all materials shall be collected
and stored in designated areas protected against spillage and leachate run-off.

With the exception of roof water, all surface water discharges from workshop
areas shall, within twenty-four months of date of grant of this licence, be fitted
with oil interceptors.

A maintenance/cleaning log for all oil interceptors and septic tanks shall be
maintained. This log shall also record the observations made during weekly
inspections of all oil interceptors and bi-annual inspections of septic tanks.

An inspection for leaks on all flanges and valves on over-ground pipes used to
transport materials other than water shall be carried out weekly. A log of such
inspection shall be maintained.

The licensee shall have in storage an adequate supply of containment booms
and/or suitable absorbent material to contain and absorb any spillage.

The licensee shall maintain a log of bi-annual inspections of all rail and tractor
transported fuelling units. These inspections as a minimum should record any
damage or leaks or flaws in rolling stock that could result in accidental spillage.

Reason:

To provide for the protection of surface waters and groundwater.

Condition 10 Cutaway Bog Rehabilitation

10.1

10.2

10.3

Following termination of use or involvement of all or part of the site in the licensed
activity, the licensee shall:

10.1.1

10.1.2

Decommission, render safe or remove for disposal/recovery, any soil, subsoils,
buildings, plant or equipment, or any waste, materials or substances or other
matter contained therein or thereon, that may result in environmental pollution.

Implement the agreed cutaway bog rehabilitation plan (refer Condition 10.2).

Cutaway Bog Rehabilitation Plan:

10.2.1

10.2.2

The licensee shall prepare, to the satisfaction of the Agency, a fully detailed and
costed plan for permanent rehabilitation of the cutaway boglands within the
licensed area. This plan shall be submitted to the Agency for agreement within
eighteen months of the date of grant of this licence.

The plan shall be reviewed every two years and proposed amendments thereto
notified to the Agency for agreement as part of the AER. No amendments may
be implemented without the written agreement of the Agency.

The Rehabilitation Plan shall include as a minimum, the following:

10.3.1

A scope statement for the plan; to include outcome of consultations with
relevant Agencies, Authorities and affected parties (to be identified by the
licensee).
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10.4

10.3.2 The criteria which define the successful rehabilitation of the activity or part
thereof, which ensures minimum impact to the environment.

10.3.3 A programme to achieve the stated criteria.

10.3.4 Where relevant, a test programme to demonstrate the successful
implementation of the rehabilitation plan.

10.3.5 A programme for aftercare and maintenance.

A final validation report to include a certificate of completion for the Rehabilitation Plan,
for all or part of the site as necessary, shall be submitted to the Agency within six
months of execution of the plan. The licensee shall carry out such tests, investigations
or submit certification, as requested by the Agency, to confirm that there is no continuing
risk to the environment.

Reason: To make provision for the proper closure of the activity ensuring protection of the

environment.

Condition 11 Monitoring

1.1

The licensee shall carry out such sampling, analyses, measurements, examinations,
maintenance and calibrations as set out in Schedules:-

Schedule 1(ii) Monitoring of Emissions to Water
Schedule 3(i) Monitoring of Workshop/Depot Surface Water Run-off
of this licence.

Where the ability to measure a parameter is affected by mixing before emission, then,
with prior written agreement from the Agency, the parameter may be assessed before
mixing takes place.

All automatic monitors and samplers shall be functioning at all times (except during
maintenance and calibration) when the activity is being carried on unless alternative
sampling or monitoring has been agreed in writing by the Agency for a limited period.
Prior written agreement for the use of alternative equipment, other than in emergency
situations, shall be obtained from the Agency.

Monitoring and analysis equipment shall be operated and maintained as necessary so
that monitoring accurately reflects the emission or discharge.

The frequency, methods and scope of monitoring, sampling and analyses, as set out in
this licence, may be amended with the written agreement of the Agency following
evaluation of test results.

The licensee shall provide signage to clearly identify and label all emission points.

The licensee shall install on all emission points such sampling equipment, including any
data-logging or other electronic communication equipment, as may be required by the
Agency. All such equipment shall be consistent with the safe operation of all sampling
and monitoring systems.

The licensee shall provide safe and permanent access to the following sampling and
monitoring points:
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(i) Waste storage areas on-site,
(i) Surface water discharges,
(iii) Dust sampling locations,

and safe access to any other sampling and monitoring points required by the Agency.

Reason: To ensure compliance with the requirements of other conditions of this licence by

provision of a satisfactory system of measurement and monitoring of emissions.

Condition 12 Recording and Reporting to Agency

121

12.2

12.3

124

12.5

12.6

12.7

12.8

12.9

The licensee shall record all sampling, analyses, measurements, examinations,
calibrations and maintenance carried out in accordance with the requirements of this
licence.

The licensee shall record all incidents which affect the normal operation of the activity
and which may create an environmental risk.

The licensee shall record all complaints of an environmental nature related to the
operation of the activity. Each such record shall give details of the date and time of the
complaint, the name of the complainant and give details of the nature of the complaint.
A record shall also be kept of the response made in the case of each complaint. The
licensee shall submit a report to the Agency, during the month following such
complaints, giving details of any complaints which arise. A summary of the number and
nature of complaints received shall be included in the AER.

The format of all records required by this licence shall be to the satisfaction of the
Agency. Records shall be retained on-site for a period of not less than seven years and
shall be available for inspection by the Agency at all reasonable times.

Reports of all recording, sampling, analyses, measurements, examinations, calibrations
and maintenance as set out in Schedule 4 Recording and Reporting to the Agency of
this licence, shall be submitted to the Agency Headquarters as specified in this licence.
The format of these reports shall be to the satisfaction of the Agency. One original and
three copies shall be submitted as and when specified.

Provision shall also be made for the transfer of environmental information, in relation to
this licence, to the Agency’s computer system, as may be requested by the Agency.

All reports shall be certified accurate and representative by the licensee's Plant Manager
or other senior officer designated by the Plant Manager.

All written procedures controlling operations affecting this licence shall be available on-
site for inspection by the Agency at all reasonable times.

The frequency and scope of reporting, as set out in this licence, may be amended with
the written agreement of the Agency following evaluation of test results.

Reason: To provide for the collection and reporting of adequate information on the activity.
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Condition 13 Emergency Response

13.1 The licensee shall, within six months of date of grant of this licence, ensure that a
documented Emergency Response Procedure is in place which shall address any
emergency situation which may originate on-site. This Procedure shall include provision
for minimising the effects of any emergency on the environment.

Reason: To provide for the protection of the environment.

Condition 14 Financial Provisions

14.1  Agency Charges

14.1.1 The licensee shall pay to the Agency an annual contribution of £4080 or such
sum as the Agency from time to time determines, towards the cost of monitoring
the activity as the Agency considers necessary for the performance of its
functions under the Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992. The licensee
shall in 2001 and subsequent years, not later than January 31 of each year, pay
to the Agency this amount updated in accordance with changes in the
Consumer Price Index from the date of the licence to the renewal date. The
updated amount shall be notified to the licensee by the Agency. For 2000, the
licensee shall pay a pro rata amount from the date of this licence to December
31 2000. This amount shall be paid to the Agency within one month of the date
of grant of this licence.

Reason: To provide for adequate financing for monitoring and financial provisions for
measures to protect the environment.
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Schedule 1(i) Emissions to Water

Emission Point Reference No.:

All surface water outfalls from boglands within the licensed
area

Location : As detailed in Section 11 and Attachment 11 of the IPC
licence application form, and any additional locations as may
be agreed under Condition 4.7

Parameter Emission Limit Value

Suspended Solids

35mgl/l

°.

Schedule 1(ii) Monitoring of Emissions to Water

Emission Point Reference No’s.:

As agreed under Condition 6.2

Parameter Monitoring Frequency Analysis Method/Technique

PH Quarterly Standard Methods
Flow Quarterly Agreed Method

Suspended Solids Quarterly Standard Methods
Total Phosphorus (as P) Quarterly Standard Methods
Ammonia (as N) Quarterly Standard Methods
Colour Quarterly Standard Methods
COD Quarterly Standard Methods

®,
*

Schedule 2(i) Hazardous Wastes for Disposal/Recovery

Waste Materials Method of disposalirecovery "' " %3

Lubricating Oils Agreed hazardous waste disposal contractor.

Hydraulic Oils Agreed hazardous waste disposal contractor.

Oil/Fuel Filters Agreed hazardous waste disposal contractor.

Lead Acid Batteries Agreed hazardous waste disposal contractor.

Florescent lights Agreed hazardous waste disposal contractor.

Degreasing still-bottoms Agreed hazardous waste disposal contractor.

Anti- freeze liquid Agreed hazardous waste disposal contractor.

Other ot 4
Note 1: The licensee may treat, reuse, recycle or recover waste subject to the prior written agreement of the Agency.
Note 2: Any variation from those contractors named in the IPC Licence application, or subsequent agreements, must

have the prior written agreement of the Agency. In cases where a previously agreed waste contractor is
considered by the Agency not to exercise due care in respect of the transport and disposal of the licensees
waste, the Agency may at any time instruct a licensee to stop using this contractor.

Note 3: Other method to be agreed with the Agency

Note 4: No other waste shall be disposed of/recovered on or off-site without prior notice to, and prior written agreement

of the Agency.
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Schedule 2(ii) Other Wastes for Disposal/Recovery

Waste Materials Method of disposal/recovery N " 23

Scrap Metal / Welding Rods Agreed waste recovery contractor.

Ash/Cinders Agreed waste disposal contractor/On- site landfill.

Polythene covering Agreed recycling disposal contractor.

Wooden pallets and timber Agreed waste disposal/recovery contractor.

Hand cleansing rags Agreed waste disposal contractor.

Paint waste Agreed waste disposal contractor.

General Office & Canteen Waste | Agreed waste disposal contractor.

Other Note 4
Note 1: The licensee may treat, reuse, recycle or recover waste subject to the prior written agreement of the Agency.
Note 2: Any variation from those contractors named in the IPC Licence application, or subsequent agreements, must

have the prior written agreement of the Agency. In cases where a previously agreed waste contractor is
considered by the Agency not to exercise due care in respect of the transport and disposal of the licensees
waste, the Agency may at any time instruct a licensee to stop using this contractor.

Note 3: Other method to be agreed with the Agency

Note 4: No other waste shall be disposed of/recovered on or off-site without prior notice to, and prior written agreement

of the Agency.

E X4

Schedule 3(i) Monitoring of Workshop/Depot Surface Water

Run-off

Emission Point Reference No’s.:

All surface water discharges from workshops and depots
associated with the licensed activity

Parameter

Monitoring Frequency

Analysis Method/Technique

Visual

CcoD

Weekly
Monthly

Standard Methods

L X4
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Schedule 4 Recording and Reporting to the Agency

Completed reports shall be submitted to: The Environmental Protection Agency
Headquarters
Johnstown Castle Estate
Co Wexford
Ireland

or Any other address as may be specified by the Agency

Reports are required to be forwarded as set out below:

Recurring Reports:

Report Reporting Report Submission Date
Frequency
Surface Water (Schedule 1(ii) and Quarterly Ten days after end of the quarter being reported on.
Schedule 3)
Complaints (where these arise) Monthly Ten days after end of the month being reported on.
Annual Environment Report(AER) Annually 1 March of each year
Annual Environmental Report Content

e Emissions to water summary e Surface water discharge monitoring location programme
e Waste management report. e Environmental management programme - proposal
e Resource consumption summary e  Environmental management programme - report
e Complaints summary e Reported incidents summary
e Air emissions report e Bog development and operational programme
e Report on de-silting programme e Bog rehabilitation progress report

®,

*
Once-off Reports:

Report

Bund integrity assessment.

Environmental management programme proposal.

Proposal for dust monitoring locations (condition 5.3)

Report Submission Date

Within eighteen months of the date of grant of
licence.

Within six months of the date of grant of licence.

Within three months of the date of grant of licence.

Proposal for surface water monitoring locations (condition 6.2) | Within three months of the date of grant of licence.

Proposal for composite sampling of surface water (condition

6.3)

Programme for fitting of silt ponds to all bog discharges
(condition 6.6)

Upgrade of sedimentation pond treatment system (condition

6.9)
Proposal for screenings disposal (condition 7.4)

Bog rehabilitation programme (condition 10.2)

Within six months of the date of grant of licence.
Within six months of the date of grant of licence.
Within six months of the date of grant of licence.
Within nine months of the date of grant of licence.

Within eighteen months of the date of grant of
licence.

L X4

Signed on behalf of the Agency

lain Maclean
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TECHNICAL AMENDMENT A
TO
IPPC LICENCE

Licence Register Number: P0500-01

Licensee: Bord na Ména Energy Limited

Location of Facility: Boora Group,

c/o Boora Works,
Leabeg,
Tullamore,
County Offaly.






Environmental Protection Agency Licence Reg. No. P0500-01

Reasons for the Decision

The Environmental Protection Agency is satisfied, on the basis of the information
available, that subject to compliance with the conditions of Integrated Pollution
Prevention and Control (IPPC) licence Reg. No. P0500-01 granted on the 18" May
2000, as well as any amendments noted herein, any emissions from the activity will
comply with and not contravene any of the requirements of Section 83(5) of the
Environmental Protection Agency Acts, 1992 to 2012

Technical Amendment

In pursuance of the powers conferred on it by Section 96(1)(c) of the Environmental
Protection Agency Acts, 1992 to 2012, the Agency amends the licence, granted to
Bord na Mona Energy Limited, Boora Group, ¢/o Boora Works, Leabeg, Tullamore,
County Offaly.

Henceforth, the licence shall be read in conjunction with the amendments set out
below.

This technical amendment is limited to the following Glossary of Terms and
Conditions:

Technical Amendment P0500-01/A
Page 1 of §





Environmental Protection Agency Licence Reg. No. P0500-01

Amendments

LAmend Glossary of Terms by the insertion of the following

Extractive waste  As defined in regulation 3(2) of the Waste Management (Management of Waste

from the Extractive Industries) Regulations 2009, SI 566 of 2009.

Sanitary effluent Wastewater from installation toilet, washroom and canteen facilities.

Trigger level

. A parameter value, the achievement or exceedance of which requires certain
actions to be taken by the licensee.

Waste facility As defined in regulation 3(2) of the Waste Management (Management of Waste

from the Extractive Industries) Regulations 2009, SI 566 of 2009.

New and Amended Conditions

Amend condition 6.2 of the licence to read as follows.

6.2

The licensee shall, by the 1% February 2013, submit for agreement by
the Agency a revised proposal for a surface water discharge monitoring
programme. This programme shall have regard to the following:

(1) The current status of each bogland (virgin, under development,
operational or worked out);

(i1) The sensitivity of the receiving water;

(iii)  The relevant River Basin Management Plan;

(iv)  The nature, magnitude and variability of the discharges;

(v) The reliability of the silt ponds control measures; and,

(vi)  The status of the silt pond upgrade programme.

The revised surface water discharge monitoring location programme
shall ensure that a representative selection of all surface water emission
points from boglands within the licensed area is monitored annually
and that all emission points are monitored at least once every five
years. Surface water emission points shall be monitored as set out in
Schedule 1(ii) Monitoring of Emissions to Water of this licence.

Add condition

6.13 to include the following after condition 6.12.

6.13

The licensee shall trend the monitoring results for total ammonia and
determine any statistically significant relationship that exists between
the results and the current status of each bogland (virgin, under
development, operational or worked out), rainfall, silt pond control
measures or other factors. The licensee shall report annually as part of

Technical Amendment P0500-01/A
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Environmental Protection Agency Licence Reg. No. P0500-01

the AER on the trends and on any statistically significant relationship
identified.

Add condition 6.14 to include the following after condition 6.13.

6.14

The licensee shall, by 1% February 2013, establish a suitable trigger
level for total ammonia in surface water discharges. The licensee shall
have in place a response programme to address the attainment or
exceedence of the trigger level value. This response programme shall
include the necessary actions to ensure there will be no emissions to
surface water of environmental significance.

Add condition 7.5 to include the following after condition 7.4.

7.5

Extractive Waste Management

The licensee shall draw up a Waste Management Plan (to be known as
an Extractive Waste Management Plan) for the minimisation,
treatment, recovery and disposal of extractive waste. This Plan shall
meet the requirements of regulation 5 of the Waste Management
(Management of Waste from the Extractive Industries) Regulations,
2009. The Plan shall be submitted for agreement by the Agency by the
31% December 2012. The Plan shall be reviewed at least once every
five years thereafter in a manner agreeable to the Agency and amended
in the event of substantial changes to the operation of a waste facility
or to the waste deposited. Any amendments shall be notified to the
Agency.

All extractive waste shall be managed in accordance with the
Extractive Waste Management Plan. A report on the implementation of
the Extractive Waste Management Plan shall be provided in the AER.

Add condition 7.6 to include the following after condition 7.5.

7.6

Waste Facility

(1) No new waste facility may be developed or an existing waste
facility modified unless agreed by the Agency.

(ii)  The licensee shall ensure that all existing waste facilities are
managed and maintained to ensure their physical stability and
to prevent pollution or contamination of soil, air, surface water
or groundwater.

(iii) The licensee shall ensure that all new waste facilities are
constructed, managed and maintained to ensure their physical
stability and to prevent pollution or contamination of soil, air,
surface water or groundwater.

Technical Amendment P0500-01/A
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Environmental Protection Agency Licence Reg. No. P0500-01

(iv)  Operational measures shall be continuously employed to
prevent damage to waste facilities from personnel, plant or
equipment.

(v) The licensee shall establish and maintain a system for regular
monitoring and inspection of waste facilities.

(vi)  All records of monitoring and inspection of waste facilities, as
required under the licence, shall be maintained on-site in order
to ensure the appropriate handover of information in the event
of a change of operator or relevant personnel.

Add condition 7.7 to include the following after condition 7.6.

7.7 Excavation Voids

7.7.1 Unless otherwise agreed by the Agency, only extractive waste
shall be placed in excavation voids.

7.7.2 When placing extractive waste into excavation voids for
rehabilitation and construction purposes, the licensee shall, in
accordance with regulation 10 of the Waste Management
(Management of Waste from the Extractive Industries)
Regulations, 2009, and the Extractive Waste Management Plan:

(i)  Secure the stability of the waste.

(ii) Put in place measures to prevent pollution of soil, surface
water and ground water.

(iii) Carry out monitoring of the extractive waste and
excavation void.

Add condition 9.2 to include the following after condition 9.1.

9.2 Sanitary Effluent

The waste water treatment system and any percolation area used for the
treatment of sanitary effluent arising on-site, shall, by the 1* August
2013, satisfy the criteria set out in the ‘Code of Practice. Waste Water
Treatment and Disposal Systems Serving Single Houses’, published by
the Environmental Protection Agency.

Technical Amendment P0500-01/A
Page 4 of 5
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Environmental Protection Agency Licence Reg. No. P0500-01

Amend Schedule 1(ii) Monitoring of Emissions to Water to read as follows:

Schedule 1(ii) Mom’tpring of Emissions to Water

Emission Point Reference No's.: As agreed under Condition 6.2

S

pH Quarterly Standard Methods

Flow Quarterly Agreed Method

Suspended Solids Quarterly Standard Methods
Total Solids Quarterly Standard Methods
Total Phosphorus (as P) Quarterly Standard Methods
Total Ammonia (as N) Monthly M'*? Standard Methods
Colour Quarterly Standard Methods
coD Quarterly Standard Methods

Note 1: The frequency of monitoring can be reduced with agreement by the Agency under Condition 11.5 of this licence.

This technical amendment shall be cited as Amendment A (in pursuance of Section
96(1)(c) of the EPA Acts 1992 to 2012) to IPPC Licence Register No. P0500-01.

Sealed by the Seal of the Agency on this the 5 day of October 2012

PRESENT when the seal of the Agency was affixed hereto

S e

—

Patrick Byrne, AuthGrised Person

Technical Amendment PO500-01/A
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Substitute Consent for Peat Extraction at Lemanaghan Bog rEIAR Scopii

rEIAR Substitute Consent Application 2022.05.

ANNUAL ENVIRONMENTAL
REPORT






Annual Environmental Report
(AER)

2021

Company Name: Bord na Ména Energy Ltd (Boora Group)

Licence Number: PO500-01

Address: Bord na Modna, Leabeg, Tullamore, Co Offaly

Class of Activity': 1.4

1See Appendix |






Purpose of this Report

One of the functions of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is to
licence and regulate the activities? of large scale industrial (e.g. chemical, food
processors, power plants) and waste facilities. Submitting an Annual
Environmental Report (AER) is a requirement of all EPA licences.

An AER is a public document. To this end, this format has been developed for
industrial and waste licence holders (other than the intensive agriculture
sector) to use as a template. This is to assist any member of the public to
interpret and understand the environmental performance of the licensed
facility.

The AER is a summary of environmental information for a given year. It
includes:

— Details of the licence holder’s environmental goals achieved, goals to
maintain compliance and/or improve their environmental performance;

— Answers to questions regarding their facility’s activities;

— Tables of results from monitoring emissions such as air, water, noise,
and odour; and

— Details of waste generated, accepted and treated.

An AER does not provide detailed technical data. Such information is available

in three ways:

1) Contacting the licence holder directly. The Contact Us section of this
template enables the licence holder to provide details of where a
member of the public can obtain further information on topics reported
in this document.

2 See Appendix |





2) Some documents? are available on the EPA website via the licence
details page for each individual licence. This can be found by browsing
either the http://www.epa.ie/licensing/ or
http://www.epa.ie/enforcement/ pages of the EPA website.

3) All formal enforcement correspondence exchanged between the EPA

and a licence holder during the regulatory process is available for public
viewing by appointment at any EPA Office.

If you have a question or query about an AER or an individual EPA licensed
facility see the EPA’s website or contact the relevant EPA office. See
http://www.epa.ie/about/contactus/ for contact details.

3 This includes EPA site inspection and compliance monitoring reports, licence holders’ self-monitoring reports,
AERs and special reports
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Glossary

Abatement Equipment
AER

CRAMP

ELRA

Emission Limit Value

EMS

Environmental Goal

Environmental Pollutant

Facility

FP

GJ

Groundwater

Incident

Technology used to reduce pollution
Annual Environmental Report.

Closure, Restoration and Aftercare Management
Plan.

Environmental Liability Risk Assessment.

Limits set for specified emissions, typically
outlined in Schedule B of an EPA licence.

Environmental Management System.

An objective or target set by a licensee as part of
an environmental management system (EMS).

Substance or material that due to its quantity
and/or nature has a negative impact on the
environment.

Any site or premises that holds an EPA industrial
or waste licence.

Financial Provision.

Giga joules, an international unit of energy
measurement.

All water which is below the surface of the
ground in the saturation zone and in direct
contact with the ground or subsoil.

As defined by an EPA industrial or waste licence.





Inert Waste

List of Wastes (LoW)

Noise Sensitive Location

Non-Renewable Resource

Oil Separator

PRTR

Renewable Resource

Sanitary Waste

Storm Water

Is waste that will not undergo physical, chemical
or biological change thereby, is unlikely to cause
environmental pollution or harm human health.

A list of wastes drawn up by the European
Commission and published as Commission
Decision 2014/955/EU.

Any dwelling house, hotel or hostel, health
building, educational establishment, place of
worship or entertainment, or any other
installation or area of high amenity which for its
proper enjoyment requires the absence of noise
at nuisance levels.

A resource of economic value that cannot be
replaced at the same rate it is being consumed
e.g. coal, peat, oil and natural gas.

Separator system for light liquids (e.g. oil and
petrol).

Pollutant Release and Transfer Register.

Wind, solar, aerothermal, geothermal,
hydrothermal and ocean energy, hydropower,
biomass, landfill gas, sewage treatment plant
gas and biogases.

Waste water from toilet, washroom and
canteen facilities.

Rain water run-off from roof and non-process
areas.





Surface Water Lakes, rivers, streams, estuaries and coastal
waters.

Trigger Level A value set for a specific parameter, the
achievement or exceedance of which requires
certain actions to be taken by the licence

holder.
Volatile Organic Gases produced from solids or liquids that
Compounds evaporate readily in ambient conditions.
Waste Any substance or object which the holder

discards or intends or is required to discard.

Disclaimer

These are not legal definitions. Legal definitions can be found in the corresponding legislation.





Declaration

I, Michael Hoey, confirm that by ticking the box below, all information in this
report is truthful and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

In addition, | confirm that all monitoring and performance reporting required
by our EPA licence and summarised herein is available for inspection by the
EPA.

Tick here X






Introduction

See below a brief description of our facility and a summary of our
environmental performance this year.

e During the reporting period, Bord na Ména notified the Agency, that in
line with its Brown to Green strategy, it had decided to end all peat
harvesting on its lands. It is now progressing with its requirements
under Condition 10 of the relevant IPC Licences to decommission and
rehabilitate available bogs under the Peatlands Climate Action Scheme
PCAS (February 2021).

e During the reporting period the primary activities were peat sales of
existing stock and decommissioning and rehabilitation of several bogs
in this IPC Licence.

e During the reporting period 581 Ha’s of peatland or 30%, was
rehabilitated, with the balance extending into the 2022 period at
Boora, the Derries, Turraun, Pollagh and Oughter Bogs.

e Similarly, 1358 Ha’s of peatlands were decommissioned, with plant,
equipment and waste materials removed at the same bogs.

e Inthe reporting period, there were 0 complaints of an environmental
nature, similar to 2020.

e During the period, there was a 194% decrease in waste generated,
mostly related to a decrease in activity but an increase in
decommissioning.

e Inthe period, there 2 reported incidents of an environmental nature,
one was minor dust nuisance and the other was a fuel spillage in
Monettia bog, where treatment and clean-up is on going.






e During the period, there were notifications submitted regarding illegal
fly tipping on bog margins and subsequent clean-up and requests
regarding relocation of composite samplers.

e During 2021, Rehabilitation plans, maps and associated assessments
were submitted to the Agency for the following bogs: Boora, the
Derries, Turraun, Pollagh and Oughter Bogs and these are available to
view at https://www.bnmpcas.ie/bogs-peatlands-climate-action-
scheme/

e Monthly water quality sampling data was submitted for sampling
undertaken during the period, which included peatlands prior to the
rehabilitation undertaken in 2021 and to provide baseline data for
peatlands to be rehabilitated in subsequent years.

e During the period, certification to ISO9001 was retained.

Contact Us
If you have any questions or would like further information on any aspect of

this report, please contact us directly.

See below details:

Enda McDonagh,

Bord na Mona Energy Ltd
Leabeg

Tullamore

Co Offaly

www.bnm.ie
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How we Manage our Facility

Bord na Mona have an Environmental Compliance Department with a team
of five who manage the day to day IPC Licence requirements. This licence
governs the extraction of peat and associated activities and manages

emission to air, water and land.

The information below sets out the environmental goals for our facility to help
us prevent environmental pollution and reduce our impact on the
environment. Target dates for completing each goal and progress towards
achieving the goal are outlined in Table 1.

Table 1 Environmental Goals
Environmental Goal Target Date Progress
Training/awareness for all area leaders May 2022 Underway

and operatives in advance of
decommissioning and rehabilitation of the

2022 bogs
Waste Management — Removal of all December | Underway
waste that are deemed a risk the 2022

environment in bogs scheduled to be

decommissioned in 2022

Decommissioning and Rehabilitation of 4 December | To commence on
bogs in accordance with Condition 10 of 2021 to the 1st April
the IPC Licence and in accordance with March 2023 | 2022.
Peatlands Climate Action Scheme
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/136a7-
bord-na-mona-bog-rehabilitation-scheme/

Maintain surface water quality compliance December | Underway
with emission limit values for Suspended 2022

Solids during the proposed

decommissioning and rehabilitation

programme

11





Communication of Decommissioning and
Rehabilitation plans to all neighbours
within 1km of the proposed activity for
2022

Completion of internal audits/inspections
of applicable bogs scheduled for
decommissioning and rehabilitation as
required by condition 10 and the
Peatlands Climate Action Scheme

Comment

June 2022

September
2022

4 Bogs have had
letters and
associated details
delivered.

Not Commenced

As peat extraction on all bogs in this licence ceased in 2020, all
environmental goals for 2022 are linked to the remaining bog activity which
is decommissioning and rehabilitation of the 4 bogs planned for 2022

12






Energy & Water

Energy

Explanation

Fossil fuels such as coal, gas and oil are non-renewable resources. As a
result, our EPA licence requires that we measure our energy use and set
targets to improve the energy efficiency of our activities and reduce our
overall use, where possible. Where we have the means and technology on-
site to generate energy, this is also captured in this report.

The information below summarises the energy used this year compared to the
previous year and includes renewable and non-renewable energy types.

Table 2 Energy Used

Energy Used (GJ) Quantity % Increase/ decrease
on previous year

Electricity 790.75 -11.5%

Heavy Fuel Oil -

Light Fuel Qil 299,600 -90%

Natural Gas -

Coal / Solid Fuel -

Peat -

Renewable Biomass -

Renewable Energy -

Generated On-site

Total Energy Used 300,390.75 -80%

Comment

Electricity and fuel usage decreased in 2021. This was mainly due to PCAS

bog rehabilitation and decommissioning work.
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The information below summarises the energy we generated on our site this
year with specific focus on renewable energy generation.

Table 3 Energy Generated

Energy Generated (GJ) Quantity % Increase/ decrease
on previous year

Renewable Energy NA
Total Energy Generated

Comment

There are no renewable energy assets on this site.
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Water

Explanation

Water is a natural resource and we are required by our EPA licence to
identify ways to reduce our use where possible. Water used in industry can
be extracted from groundwater, rivers and lakes (surface water), taken from
public water supplies (Irish Water), recycled from the facility’s processes or
harvested from rainwater.

The information below summarises and compares the quantity of water used
this year compared to the previous year.

Table 4 Water Used

Source of Water Quantity % Increase/
Used (m3/year) decrease on
previous year

Groundwater
Surface Water
Public Supply
Recycled Water

O O 0o o o

Rainwater
Total Water Used

Comment

Water is not used in any of the peat harvesting or transport processes. The
only water used is that required to provide associated offices and workshop

welfare facilities (canteen/toilets)
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Environmental Complaints

Explanation

Our EPA licence requires that activities do not cause environmental nuisance
such as odour, dust or noise. Our licence also requires that we have
procedures in place to record, investigate and respond to environmental
complaints if or when they arise.

We have an environmental complaints procedure in place where you can
contact us* directly. You can also contact the EPA® if you wish to make an

environmental complaint, confidentially or not.

See the information below for a summary of all the environmental complaints
relating to our activities made directly to us and to the EPA this year.

Table 5 Summary of All Environmental Complaints Received in
Type of Complaint Number of Number
Complaints Closed
Received
Odour / Smells 0 0
Noise 0 0
Dust 0 0
Water Quality 0 0
Air Quality 0 0
Waste 0 0
Litter 0 0
Vermin/Flies/Birds 0 0
Soil Contamination 0 0
Vibration 0 0
Other 0 0

4 See Section 1, Introduction — Contact Us

5 If you wish to contact the EPA to make an environmental complaint about an EPA licenced facility, please go
to https://lema.epa.ie/complaints
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Comment

As required environmental complaints are reportable to the EPA and as such
must be investigated. In the 2021 reporting period, this licence received no
complaints.
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Environmental Incidents

Explanation
It is our responsibility as an EPA licensed facility to ensure we have systems
in place to prevent incidents that have the potential to cause environmental
pollution. If an incident occurs, we are required to report it to the EPA,
investigate the cause and fix the problem.
The EPA classify environmental incidents into 5 categories based on the
potential impact on the environment:

e Minor

e Limited

e Serious

e Very Serious

e (Catastrophic

See Table 6 for the number of the environmental incidents we reported to the
EPA this year.
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Table 6

Number of Environmental Incidents

Incident Minor Limited Serious Very Catastrophic

Category Serious

Abatement 0 0 0 0 0

Equipment

Offline

Breach of 0 0 0 0 0

Ambient ELV

Breach of 0 0 0 0 0

Emission

Limit

Explosion 0 0

Fire

Monitoring 0 0 0 0 0

Equipment

Failure

Odour 0 0 0 0 0

Spillage 0 0 1 0 0

Breach of 0 0 0 0 0

trigger Level

Uncontrolled 1 0 0 0 0

Release

Other 0 0 0 0 0
Comment

dust nuisance and a spillage of fuel on the Monettia site

As required, incidents of an environmental nature are reportable to the EPA
and as such must be investigated. In the 2021 reporting period, this licence
recorded and reported 2 incidents. These incidents we primarily related to
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Our Environmental Emissions

Explanation
We are required to ensure the emissions from our activities do not cause
environmental pollution.
We are required to monitor any of the following emissions that we make:

e Storm water

e Waste water

o Air

e Groundwater

e Noise
We regularly test any such emissions for specific pollutants and materials to
ensure they do not contain levels of pollution that exceed emission limit
values (ELVs) or cause environmental pollution. If monitoring of an emission
indicates an ELV is exceeded, we are required to report this to the EPA®.

The next sub-sections of this report summarise our compliance with any ELVs
set in our EPA licence. Some emissions monitored do not have specific ELVs,
but we still carry out monitoring and report all incidents that may give rise to
environmental pollution.

Storm Water

Explanation

Storm water is rain water run-off from roof and non-process areas of a
facility, e.g. carparks, and generally shall not contain any pollution.

Storm water is usually released into a local water body after a basic form of
treatment. Our EPA licence requires that we manage storm water to ensure

no polluting substances or materials are released into the environment.

6 See section 5, Incidents
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The information below summarises how the storm water from our facility is
treated, where it is released and the results of monitoring this year.

1. Storm water from our facility is managed prior to release by;

Either direct to drain where it is roof water only, or via petrol/oil interceptor.

2. Storm water from our facility is released into the following water

bodies:

Boor, Brosna, Shannon, Rapemills, Boora, Silver, Pollagh, Tinamuck west,
castlestrong, derrynagun, kilcolgan, Lemanaghan, Ballynahowan, Falsk,
west Galros, upper clonoghill, north rathlure, knockhill, killeenmore,

Cloncollog, Derrygunningan, pigeonhouse, glasshouse
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Table 7 Summary of Storm Water Monitoring

Parameter No. of Samples % Compliant’ Comment

measured

COoD 25 100% Low level of
samples this

year due to dry
weather or no
discharge on
the days of
sampling.

Add rows as necessary

Comment

As required by the licence, stormwater is required to be separated where
possible from process/non-process areas. Where this is not possible,
stormwater is managed via oil-interceptors which are inspected on a
monthly basis and sampled for associated discharges each month. Other
than visual observations, the other main criteria to define adequate
treatment is COD mg/I so this and visual inspections dictate when the
interceptor is cleaned by an approved hazardous waste contractor.

7 % compliant = [(number of samples compliant) / (number of samples taken)] x 100. Compliance could refer to
emission limit values or trigger levels. The EPA commonly use trigger levels on stormwater discharges.
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Waste Water

Explanation
There are two types of waste water that can be produced:

— Process waste water produced from the activities and;

— Sanitary waste water from toilets, washrooms and canteens.
Our EPA licence requires us to manage our waste water on or off-site and
ensure that it does not cause environmental pollution when discharged into
the environment.

The information below summarises how we treat the waste water produced
from our activities, where it is released and the results of monitoring this year.

1. Waste water produced by our activities is treated as follows before
discharge to a receiving waterbody;

All production area runoff is treated via an associated silt pond designed,
inspected and maintained in accordance with condition 6 of the IPC Licence

2. Treated waste water from our facility is released into the following
water bodies:

Boor, Brosna, Shannon, Rapemills, Boora, Silver, Pollagh, Tinamuck west,
castlestrong, derrynagun, kilcolgan, Lemanaghan, Ballynahowan, Falsk, west
Galros, upper clonoghill, north rathlure, knockhill, killeenmore, Cloncollog,
Derrygunningan, pigeonhouse, glasshouse
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Table 8 Summary of Waste Water Monitoring

Parameter No. of Samples % Compliant Comment
measured

Suspended Solids | 269 100%

Ammonia 76 100%

Total Solids 269 NA

Total Phosphorus | 76 NA

pH 76 NA

Colour 76 NA

CoD 76 100%

Add rows as necessary

Comment

pond outlets as per condition 6.2 and one 24hr flow proportional composite
sampler at South Bellair bog.
The emission limit values are 35mg/| suspended solids, 3.7mg/I total

is an improvement on 2020 which had one exceedance recorded.

Licence requirements are quarterly grab samples on a selected number of silt

ammonia and 100mg/l COD. There was no exceedances record in 2021 which
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Air

Explanation

Generally, three types of air emissions are monitored from industry in
Ireland: gases, dust (particulates) and odour. Our EPA licence requires us to
ensure that any air emissions from our activities do not cause air pollution or

create an odour nuisance.

The information below details the number of air emission points we monitor,
the results from testing the air emissions and any odour assessments carried
out by us and the EPA this year.

1. We monitor air emissions from the following number of emission points
at our facility.

N/A

Table 9 Summary of Air Emissions Monitoring
Parameter No. of Samples % Compliant Comment
measured

Add rows as necessary

Comment

Due to permanent cessation of peat production, it is no longer necessary to
monitor for dust.
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Table 10 Summary of Odour Assessments Carried Out

Assessment No. of Odour % Compliant® Comment
Conducted By Assessments

Licence Holder NA Not required
EPA NA Not required

Add rows where necessary

Comment

There are no odour emissions of note from the activity, no requirements to
monitor and no associated complaints.

8 A compliant odour assessment is based on EPA Odour Impact Assessment Guidance available at
http://www.epa.ie/pubs/advice/air/emissions/ag5-odourassessment.html
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Fugitive Solvent Emissions

Are you are required to monitor fugitive solvent air emissions from your
facility?

Yes No | X

Explanation

The use of solvents is regulated under Irish and European Union (EU)
Regulations®. Solvents are chemicals that, by their nature, are volatile
(evaporate readily under ambient conditions). Solvents can be found in many
inks, glues and cleaning agents. Due to the volatility of solvents some
emissions may be released into the atmosphere during our activities before
being captured in our air treatment system. This type of emission is called a

fugitive solvent emission.

The information below summarises the quantity of solvents used this year, the
percentage of fugitive solvent emissions (% of total quantity used) and
whether the percentage complied with the targets set in the EU Regulations.

Table1l  Summary of Fugitive Solvent Emissions

Quantity of Solvents % Fugitive Solvent Compliant
Used (Kg) Emissions

Comment
N/A

% See Annex VIl of the Industrial Emissions Directive
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/industry/stationary/ied/legislation.htm
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Groundwater

Explanation
Groundwater is an important and sensitive resource in Ireland. Our EPA

cause groundwater pollution.

Understanding how groundwater flows through soil and rock layers and
eventually into surface and coastal waters is a complex science. Sometimes
groundwater pollution that occurred in the past can take years and even

and interpret results from groundwater monitoring and testing.

licence requires that we monitor groundwater to ensure our activities do not

decades to disappear. Therefore, it is important that experts help us monitor

The information below is a basic summary of the condition of the groundwater

this year.

1. Do you have a groundwater monitoring programme in place?

Yes No | X

2. Have the groundwater monitoring results over the last 5 years indicated
the presence of groundwater pollution?

Yes No | X

Table 12 List of Groundwater Pollutants Identified
Pollutants

Add rows as necessary
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3. Give details of the investigations and subsequent actions taken, where
applicable, to manage the groundwater pollution.

Comment

There are no licence requirements to monitor groundwater from the activity.
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Noise

Explanation

Our EPA licence requires that we monitor noise emissions from our facility.
Noise monitoring can be conducted at the boundary of our facility and/or at
locations beyond the boundary referred to as “noise sensitive locations”.
Noise monitoring requires the use of special noise monitoring equipment.
Our EPA licence requires that noise produced by our facility shall not exceed
the noise limit values and/or give rise to nuisance.

The information below gives a summary of when and where we conducted
noise monitoring this year and if results complied with our EPA licence limits.

1. We conducted noise monitoring on the following dates this year:

N/A

2. Was the noise monitoring carried out at:
i. the boundary of our facility,
ii. noise sensitive locations off-site, or
ili. both?

N/A

3. Were measured noise levels compliant with your EPA licence limits?
Yes No
If No, we took the following actions to address the noise level exceedances?

N/A

Comment

There are no licence requirements to monitor noise from the activity, or any
complaints regarding noise impact.
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Waste

Waste Generated

Explanation

Our EPA licence requires us to manage the waste we generate in a manner
that does not cause environmental pollution.

We manage, store and record hazardous, non-hazardous and inert waste we
generate in accordance with our licence. We ensure that this waste is
subsequently treated or disposed of in accordance with the relevant waste

Regulations.

The information in table 13 is a summary of waste we generated this year and
the percentage increase or decrease on the previous year. The percentage
recovery is the amount of total waste generated that was reused, recycled or
recovered.

Table 13 Waste Generated

Type Quantity % Increase/ % Recovery
(Tonnes) decrease on
previous year

Hazardous 4 -194% 100%
Non-Hazardous | 762.03 -81% 90%
Inert n/a n/a

Total Tonnes 766.03 -194 90%
Comment

The main wastes generated from activities are, waste oil, interceptor waste,
oil filters, parts wash, Polythene, scrap metal, silt pond waste all of which are
recycled. The waste generated for landfill was from general waste skips and

wheelie bins.
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Waste Accepted

Did you accept waste onto your facility for storage, treatment, recovery or
disposal this year?

Yes No | X

Explanation

Our EPA licence requires us to manage the waste we accept in a manner that
does not cause environmental pollution.

We manage, store and record all incoming and outgoing hazardous, non-
hazardous and inert waste. The waste we accept may be treated, recovered,

disposed or stored at our facility depending on our licence requirements.

The information in Table 14 provides a summary of waste we accepted this
year and the percentage increase or decrease on the previous year. The
percentage recovery is the amount of total waste accepted that was reused,
recycled or recovered.

Table 14  Waste Accepted

Type Quantity % Increase/ % Recovery
(Tonnes) decrease on
previous year

Hazardous
Non-
Hazardous
Inert

Total Tonnes

Comment

No waste accepted at this facility
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Financial Provision

Explanation

Our EPA licence requires us to assess the risk our activities pose to the
environment if we cease our activities or if an incident occurred. If we are
identified as a high-risk facility'® by the EPA, we are required to put provision
in place such as a financial bond or insurance to cover the cost of restoring
our site to a satisfactory condition. This financial provision can then be used
to cover the cost of managing the restoration or clean up should such an
event occur.

1. Are you required to have an agreed financial provision in place?

Yes No | X

2. What year was your Closure, Restoration and Aftercare Management Plan
(CRAMP) last agreed by the Agency?

Not required under the Licence. However, the equivalent Bog Rehabilitation
Plans which include closure, restoration and aftercare are required to be
submitted to the Agency in advance of any decommissioning and
rehabilitation.

3. What year was your Environmental Liability Assessment Report (ELRA)
agreed by the Agency?

Not required under the Licence.

4. Has there been any significant changes on your site since the last
agreements?

Yes No | X

10 5ee Appendix Il
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If yes, have you submitted details to the EPA?

Yes

No N/A | X

Appendix |

Class of Activity

Industrial and waste facilities are classed into different sectors depending on
the nature of their activity and its potential impact on the environment. The
EPA Act 1992 as amended, outlines these as follows:

Class 1
Class 2
Class 3
Class 4
Class 5
Class 6
Class 7
Class 8
Class 9
Class 10
Class 11
Class 12

Class 13

Minerals and other materials
Energy

Metals

Mineral fibres and glass
Chemicals

Intensive Agriculturel?

Food and drink

Wood, paper, textiles and leather
Fossil fuels

Cement, lime and magnesium oxide
Waste

Surface Coatings

Other Activities

11 This reporting template is not applicable to the intensive agriculture sector. Their annual environmental

reporting structure is different and can be found at http://www.epa.ie/pubs/advice/aerprtr/aerguid/
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Appendix |l

High Environmental Risk Categories

If an industrial or waste licence falls into one of these categories it is deemed, by the EPA, as
a high environmental risk. As a result, the licence holder is required to have financial
provision in place. See section 8, Financial Provision.

1. Landfills
2. Non-Hazardous Waste Transfer Station
3. Incineration and Co-Incineration Waste Facilities
4. Category A — Extractive Waste Facilities
5. Upper and Lower Tier Seveso Facilities
6. Hazardous Waste Transfer Stations
7. High Risk Contaminated Land
8. Exceptional Circumstances
NOTE:

This list is subject to change.

See the link below for further information.

http://www.epa.ie/pubs/advice/licensee/fp/epaapproachtoenvironmentalliabilitiesandfina
ncialprovision.html
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RE: Scoping Consultation under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992 - Reference 2537

		From

		Hueston, Caroline

		To

		EIAPlanning

		Recipients

		eiaplanning@epa.ie



Dear Sir/ Madam



The HSE has prepared a report which has been sent directly to the consultants MKO. A copy of the report is attached for your information



Regards







Environmental Health Officer



Environment OU



Ennistymon Health Centre



Ennistymon



Co. Clare



 



From: EIAPlanning [mailto:eiaplanning@epa.ie] 
Sent: 06 September 2022 14:44
To: An Bord Pleanala; An Taisce; Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine; PlanningNotifications@decc.gov.ie; Dept of Communications, Climate Action and Environment; Failte Ireland; Health & Safety Authority; Environmental Health; Inland Fisheries Ireland; Minister of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media; Teagasc; The Heritage Council; Offaly County Council (Planning Section); Offaly County Council (Environment Section); Fem.dau@housing.gov.ie; Irish Water
Subject: Scoping Consultation under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992 - Reference 2537



 



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.



 



Re: Scoping Consultation under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992



 



Dear Sir/Madam,



The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has received a request for a written opinion on the scope and level of detail of the information to be contained in an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 



I refer to the attached documents received by the EPA on 30 August 2022 in respect of the following:



 



Name and address of applicant/licensee: Bord na Mona Energy Limited.



Location of Activity: Boora Group, c/o Boora Works, Leabeg, Tullamore, Offaly.



Class and Nature of Activity: 1.4 - The extraction of peat in the course of business which involves an area exceeding 50 hectares.



Licence Register No. P0500-01



 



You are being consulted under Section 83(2A)(de) of the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992, as amended.  



Please revert to the Agency with your comments on the scope and level of detail of the information to be included in the EIAR within two weeks of the date of this email.



 



For all further queries and correspondence relating to planning and EIA matters, please contact eiaplanning@epa.ie



 



Yours faithfully,



Environmental Licensing Programme



 



Environmental Licencing Programme



Office of Environmental Sustainability



An ClÃ¡r um CheadÃºnÃº Comhshaoil 



Oifig um Inbhuanaitheacht Chomhshaoil







053-916 0600 (Switch)



eiaplanning@epa.ie



www.epa.ie







 



 



From: Emily Lynch <elynch@mkoireland.ie> 
Sent: Tuesday 30 August 2022 17:02
To: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>
Cc: Lorraine Meehan <lmeehan@mkoireland.ie>
Subject: 200804-e BnM Lemanaghan Subcon- Scoping Request



 



Dear Sir/ Madam,



 



On behalf of Bord na MÃ³na Plc and subsidiaries (â€˜the Applicantâ€™), MKO is preparing a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS) to accompany a Substitute Consent Application for past peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan Bog. The total site area covers 1,250 hectares. The site is located approximately 3.5 kilometres (km) northeast of Ferbane and approximately 2.5 km southwest of the village of Ballycumber in Co. Offaly.



 



As part of the EIA process, we would welcome any comments that you may have in relation to the proposed project, including baseline data, survey techniques or potential impacts that should be considered as part of the assessment process and in the preparation of the rEIAR. In order to facilitate this, a Scoping Document providing details of the proposed project and the site of the proposed development is attached.



 



If you could return any comments or suggestions at your earliest convenience, it would be much appreciated. If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.



 



Kind Regards,



Emily.



 



 







Emily Lynch



Graduate Environmental Scientist



 



MKO



Tuam Road, Galway



Ireland, H91 VW84



+353 (0) 91 735611



www.mkoireland.ie



 



 



    



 



 



McCarthy Keville Oâ€™Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R



  _____  


This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed. If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it contains is prohibited. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant that any attachment hereto is free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the author and are not necessarily those of MKO 



 



 



Need information and advice on COVID-19? Go to www.hse.ie/coronavirus
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An tOifig Náisiúnta um Sláinte Chomhshaoil


 						Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhíse Sláinte,


Urlár 2, Teach na Darach, Ascaill na Teile


Páirc na Mílaoise, An Nás, Co. Chill Dara.





National Office for Environmental Health Services


2nd Floor, Oak House, Lime Tree Avenue


Millennium Park, Naas, Co. Kildare


Eircode: W91KDC2





T: 045 880 442 


caroline.hueston@hse.ie











Date:                                                            20 September 2022





Proposed Development:                         Application for Remedial Environmental Impact  


                                                                      Assessment for Substitute Consent for past peat


                                                                      Extraction activities at Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly


                                                                      


Applicant:                                                    Bord na Mona PLC





[bookmark: _GoBack]Our reference:                                            EHIS 2643                                           


Report to:                                                    Ms Karen Mulryan, MKO, Tuam Road, Galway


Consultant’s reference:                            200804-e


Type of consultation:                                Scoping Consultation





Dear Ms Mulryan


Please find enclosed the HSE Consultation Report in relation to the above proposal. 


The following HSE departments were made aware of the consultation request for the proposed development on 2 September 2022





•	Emergency Planning – Brendan Lawlor


•	Estates – Helen Maher/Stephen Murphy


•            Assistant National Director for Health Protection – National Clinical Director for Health


              Protection  


•	CHO – Des O'Flynn


 If you have any queries regarding this report please contact me on the above email address.





Yours sincerely
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Environmental Health Officer


Environment OU


Ennistymon Health Centre


Ennistymon


Co. Clare


Tel: 086 8236817
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HSE EIAR Scoping Report


Environmental Health Service Consultation Report


(as a Statutory Consultee under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 (as amended) & Regulations made thereunder)








Date:                                                            20 September 2022


Proposed Development:                         Application for Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment  


                                                                      For Substitute Consent for past peat extraction activities at 


                                                                      Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly 





Applicant:                                                    Bord na Mona PLC


Our reference:                                            EHIS 2643                                             


Report to:                                                    Ms Karen Mulryan, MKO, Tuam Road, Galway


Consultant’s reference:                            200804-e 


Type of consultation:                                Scoping Consultation





General Introduction


The Environmental Health Service (EHS) is aware of the Supreme Court Judgement in regard to the granting of Substitute Consent and the process of remedial EIA published on the 2nd July 2020.


Supreme Court Record No: 9/19


High Court Record Number: 2014/342 JR


In this regard the leave to apply for Substitute Consent under section 177 and the granting of such is not consistent with the EIA Directives in that there should be public participation in the decision making on granting leave to apply for Substitute Consent and that the granting of this was not subject to an exceptionality test.


It is therefore the understanding of the EHS that the process of Remedial EIA (rEIA) and the granting of Substitute Consent will have to be subject to review and/or legislative change.


It is within this context that the EHS makes this submission. 


The HSE will consider the final rEIAR accompanying the planning application and will in particular make comments to the Planning Authority on the methodology used for assessing the significant impacts and the evaluation criteria used in assessing the significance of the impact. Whilst it is accepted that rEIA is considering impacts that have occurred, reference will still be made to the following documents:


•	Guidelines on the information to be contained in EIS (2002), 187kb


•	Advice Notes on Current Practice in the preparation of EIS (2003), 435kb


•	Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental


               Impact Assessment





https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/guidelines_for_planning_authorities_and_an_bord_pleanala_on_carrying_out_eia_-_august_2018.pdf     


EU publication:  Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, EU, 2017 


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/pdf/EIA_guidance_EIA_report_final.pdf    


Adoption of the Directive (2014/52/EU) in April 2014 initiated a review of the above guidelines. 


The draft new guidelines can be seen at:


 http://www.epa.ie/pubs/consultation/reviewofdrafteisguidelinesadvicenotes/      


Generally the EHS will consider if the rEIA has examined all significant impacts and provided the following information for each:


a)	Description of the receiving environment including licencing compliance


b)	Legislative framework


c)	Description of the development


d)	The nature and scale of the impact


e)	An assessment of the significance of the impact 


f)	Mitigation measures


g)	Residual impacts.


h)	Peatland rehabilitation proposals





In particular the EHS will consider the impacts on or from:


•	Noise & Vibration


•	Air Quality including dust


•	Surface and Ground water quality


•	Geological Impacts


•	Ancillary facilities


The cumulative impacts should also be assessed and evaluated in the rEIA


Population and Human Health


Directive 2014/52/EU has an increased requirement to assess likely significant impacts on Population and Human Health, in the case of a rEIA this is the actual impacts on Population and Human Health. It is recommended that the wider determinants of health and wellbeing are considered in a proportionate manner when considering the rEIA. Guidance on wider determinants of health can be found at www.publichealth.ie   


Non-Technical Summary


The Non-Technical Summary is an important document to enable public access to the information. It should accurately summarise the rEIAR in non-technical language. It should identify the methodologies used and the criteria to evaluate the significant impacts and clearly state the mitigation that has been implemented. It should be easily referenced across to the main body of text.


Public Consultation


Meaningful public consultation with the local community should be carried out. All legitimate concerns from the public should be identified in the rEIA. The EIAR should clearly demonstrate how the outcome of consultation with the public influenced decision making within the EIA.


[bookmark: _GoBack]








[image: ]





Environmental Health Officer


Environment OU


Ennistymon Health Centre


Ennistymon


Co. Clare
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(iv) have regard to relevant water quality monitoring data. Any gaps in water quality
data for receiving waters should be filled by a sampling programme over an
appropriately representative period of time.

(v) have regard to the EPA’s Guidelines on the information to be contained in
Enwronmenta/ /mpact Assessment Reports which are available at the followmg link:

If you require any further information in relation to this matter, please contact the
undersigned.
For all further queries and correspondence relating to planning and EIA matters, please

contact eiaplanning@epa.ie

Yours faithfully,
Environmental Licensing Programme

Environmental Licencing Programme
Office of Environmental Sustainability
An Clar um Cheadunu Comhshaoil
Oifig um Inbhuanaitheacht Chomhshaoil

; 053-916 0600 (Switch)
eiaplanning(@epa.ie
ep WWWw.epa.ie
Enwiranmental Protection --""n'-. n ’E]

From: Emily Lynch <elynch@mbkoireland.ie>

Sent: Tuesday 30 August 2022 17:02

To: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>

Cc: Lorraine Meehan <Imeehan@mbkoireland.ie>

Subject: 200804-e BnM Lemanaghan Subcon- Scoping Request

Dear Sir/ Madam,

On behalf of Bord na Ména Plc and subsidiaries (‘the Applicant’), MKO is preparing a remedial
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS)
to accompany a Substitute Consent Application for past peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan
Bog. The total site area covers 1,250 hectares. The site is located approximately 3.5 kilometres
(km) northeast of Ferbane and approximately 2.5 km southwest of the village of Ballycumber in
Co. Offaly.

As part of the EIA process, we would welcome any comments that you may have in relation to
the proposed project, including baseline data, survey techniques or potential impacts that
should be considered as part of the assessment process and in the preparation of the rEIAR. In
order to facilitate this, a Scoping Document providing details of the proposed project and the
site of the proposed development is attached.

If you could return any comments or suggestions at your earliest convenience, it would be much
appreciated. If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.ie%2Fpublications%2Fmonitoring--assessment%2Fassessment%2Fguidelines-on-the-information-to-be-contained-in-environmental-impact-assessment-reports-eiar.php&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabbac639c6cf4555015b08daa6d165b1%7C03f164957710409d90cb9b3f403feeea%7C0%7C0%7C638005715522249065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m6OmIitpaXZpE%2FQeGqP3jn4aixWfGaIUeFk%2Bce69cvU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.ie%2Fpublications%2Fmonitoring--assessment%2Fassessment%2Fguidelines-on-the-information-to-be-contained-in-environmental-impact-assessment-reports-eiar.php&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabbac639c6cf4555015b08daa6d165b1%7C03f164957710409d90cb9b3f403feeea%7C0%7C0%7C638005715522249065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m6OmIitpaXZpE%2FQeGqP3jn4aixWfGaIUeFk%2Bce69cvU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:eiaplanning@epa.ie
mailto:eiaplanning@epa.ie
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.ie%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabbac639c6cf4555015b08daa6d165b1%7C03f164957710409d90cb9b3f403feeea%7C0%7C0%7C638005715522405308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mbm8wFogYglrKxh0jvkcwRCA%2BoV0V1t2URBx17EABBE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fepaireland&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabbac639c6cf4555015b08daa6d165b1%7C03f164957710409d90cb9b3f403feeea%7C0%7C0%7C638005715522405308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qUK5meZo1JEorcGygcl1qvKDRGJZlz0OuIuciTBGec0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fepaireland%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabbac639c6cf4555015b08daa6d165b1%7C03f164957710409d90cb9b3f403feeea%7C0%7C0%7C638005715522405308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vCWMrgFpgwpl77SbVhPrCFnp7iiOfHC32uUtFZIaKf8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FEPAIreland&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabbac639c6cf4555015b08daa6d165b1%7C03f164957710409d90cb9b3f403feeea%7C0%7C0%7C638005715522405308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NkbdiRAbMM2%2B2zs1JVBvFFIF3pGJV9whEi9yWII%2FyVE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fenvironmental-protection-agency-ireland&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cabbac639c6cf4555015b08daa6d165b1%7C03f164957710409d90cb9b3f403feeea%7C0%7C0%7C638005715522405308%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=op8Mk93P5%2Ff5w6CQfZwvuUSRXM%2BE4gGxGpBmTFG68HM%3D&reserved=0

Kind Regards,
Emily.

Emily Lynch
Graduate Environmental Scientist

A
MIKOD [
Tuam Road, Galway
v

Ireland, H91 VW84
+353 (0) 91 735611
www.mkoireland.ie

McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or
entity to whom it is addressed. If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying
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Ciaran Fitzgerald

From:
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To:

Cc:
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Attachments:

planning applications <planning.applications@failteireland.ie>
Tuesday 2 July 2024 14:34

Brodie Ni Thuathail

Catherine Johnson

RE: 200804-e Lemanaghan Subcon Scoping - Failte Eireann
Failte Ireland EIAR Guidelines 2023.pdf

Caution: This is an external email and may be malicious. Please take care when clicking links or

opening attachments.

Hello Brodie,

Thank you for your email regarding past peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan bog Co. Offaly.

Please see attached a copy of Fdilte Ireland’s Guidelines (updated 2023) for the Treatment of Tourism in an EIA,
which you may find informative for the preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed
project. The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those conducting Environmental Impact Assessment
and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those assessing EIARs, where the project
involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These guidelines are non-statutory and act as supplementary
advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines outlined in section 2.

Regards,
Yvonne

Yvonne Jackson

Product Development-Environment & Planning Support | Failte Ireland

88-95 Amiens Street, Dublin 1, D01 WR86

M +353 (0)86 0357590

N\ Failte
*) Ireland

LinkedIn | Twitter | YouTube | Facebook

From: Brodie Ni Thuathail <bnithuathail@mkoireland.ie>
Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 3:52 PM
To: planning applications <planning.applications@failteireland.ie>



Cc: Catherine Johnson <cjohnson@mbkoireland.ie>
Subject: 200804-e Lemanaghan Subcon Scoping - Failte Eireann

[ATTENTION] This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Ms Jackson,

MKO has been engaged to carry out a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial
Natura Impact Statement (r(NIS) alongside a substitute consent application from past peat extraction
activities at Lemanaghan bog Co. Offaly.

We would have reached out to you in 2022 already. However, as some time has passed, we wish to reach out
again to ensure all queries and comments are captured. If you have any queries or comments in relation to the
attached, please do not hesitate to contact to me.

Kind regards,
Brodie.

Brodie Ni Thuathail
Graduate Environmental Scientist

Tuam Road, Galway, H91 VW84

MKO

Offices in Galway and Dublin
mkoireland.ie | +353 (0)91 735 611

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain
types of file attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are
handled. Privileged, confidential andor copyright information may be contained in this E-Mail. This E-
Mail is for the use of the intended addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person
responsible for delivering it to the intended addressee, you may not copy, forward, disclose or
otherwise use it or any part of it in any way whatsoever. To do so is prohibited and may be unlawful. If
you receive this E-Mail by mistake, please advise the sender immediately by using the REPLY facility
in your E-Mail software and delete all associated material immediately.
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1. Introduction

Tourism is a growing sector and substantial part of the Irish Economy. It contributes to both urban
and rural economies in every part of the country. The impact and interaction of tourism with the
environment is complex and the assessment of environmental impacts is of utmost importance to
creating a sustainable tourism economy and protecting the natural resources that are so often a
tourism attraction.

The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those conducting Environmental Impact
Assessment and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those
assessing EIARs, where the project involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These
guidelines are non-statutory and act as supplementary advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines
outlined in section 2.

This guidance document has been prepared by Failte Ireland to update their EIA guidelines in
line with changes in legislative and guidance requirements.

2. Background to this Document

Tourism is one of the largest and most important sectors of the economy, providing
employment for approximately 260,000 people, an economic contribution of €9.5 billion, and
exchequer revenue of €1.8 billion in 2019, which helps fund other key public services.

In 2019 Ireland welcomed 9.7 million overseas visitors.

Failte Ireland is the National Tourism Development Authority established by the Irish
Government in May 2003. Failte Irelands role is to support the tourism industry and work to
sustain Ireland as a high-quality and competitive tourism destination. They provide a range of
practical business supports to help tourism businesses better manage and market their
products and services.

Failte Ireland also work with other state agencies and representative bodies, at local and
national levels, to implement and champion positive and practical strategies that will benefit
Irish tourism and the Irish economy.

Failte Ireland promotes Ireland as a holiday destination through a domestic marketing
campaign (Discoverlreland.ie) and manage a network of nationwide tourist information centres
that provide help and advice for visitors to Ireland.

Tourism related projects cover a broad range of plans, programmes and developments, from
the Wild Atlantic Way to a single hotel conversion. These guidelines apply to projects involving
or impacting upon tourism. A tourism plan, strategy or programme where it is part of the
statutory plan making process under the Planning and Development Acts (as amended), may
be more appropriately assessed by a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) as
discussed in the next section.

It should be borne in mind that EIA is required where there is anticipated to be a significant
impact on the environment, where tourism projects are of a prescribed type or meet thresholds
identified below.
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Where Natura 2000 Designated Sites are potentially affected by tourism development
Appropriate Assessment must be carried out by the appropriate authority in accordance with
Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive.

3. Legislation and Statutory Guidance

Environmental Impact Assessment is a procedure that ensures that the environmental
implications of decisions are taken into account before planning based decisions are made.
The assessment results in a report, called an Environmental Impact Assessment Report
(EIAR).

Legislation

These guidelines are produced under current EIAR legislative requirements, having regard to
Directive 2011/92/EU (known as 'Environmental Impact Assessment' — EIA Directive), as
amended by Directive EU 2014/52 which came into effect in May of 2017. These requirements
were transposed into Irish Law on 1 September 2018 as most of the provisions of the
European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2018 (S.l. No. 296 of 2018) came into effect. The principle of both Directives is to
ensure that plans, programmes and projects likely to have significant effects on the
environment are made subject to an environmental assessment, prior to their approval or
authorisation.

Statutory Guidance

In response to the changes to the EIAR requirements under Directive EU 2014/52, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) developed Guidelines on the information to be
contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports in May 2022. The Guidelines are a
statutory document to be regarded by those preparing EIARs and the decision makers
considering the EIARs.

Some of the key changes to the EIA Directive introduced by Directive 2014/52/EU are as
follows:

e Additional information to be provided in the project description to describe the location
of the project, the technologies and substances used, the construction of the project
and required demolition;

e The requirement for consideration of alternatives has changed from a requirement to
provide ‘An outline of the main alternatives studied by the developer and an indication
of the main reasons for this choice, taking into account the environmental effects’ to ‘a
description of the reasonable alternatives studied by the developer, which are relevant
to the project and its specific characteristics, and an indication of the main reasons for
the option chosen, taking into account the effects of the project on the environment’;

¢ A refinement of the environmental factors to be considered in the assessment with an
increased focus on resource efficiency, climate change, biodiversity and disaster
prevention;

e Changes to Prescribed Environmental Factors with ‘Land’ being added, ‘Human
Beings’ replaced by ‘Population & Human Health’ and ‘Flora & Fauna’ replaced by
‘Biodiversity’;
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¢ The developer is required to have competent experts to prepare the EIAR and the
Board is required to have access to sufficient expertise to assess the EIAR;

¢ Requirement for the incorporation of mitigation and monitoring measures in consents
and ensuring that developers deliver these measures;

e The requirements for the assessment of cumulative effects with existing and/or
approved projects, taking into account existing environmental issues to be considered,;
and

e Reasoned decisions made with regard to the EIA outcomes must be provided.

In addition to the EPA statutory guidance, the Department of Housing has produced
Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanala on carrying out Environmental
Impact Assessment in August 2018.

The process of EIA is set out in the EPA EIAR Guidelines, this document should be read in
conjunction with and used as supplementary guidance to the EPA EIAR Guidelines. The
process for ascertaining whether an EIAR is required is known as ‘screening’ and the process
to determine the breath and scope of an EIAR is known as ‘scoping’. Guidance on this can be
found in Section 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines.

Screening

Through EIA Screening, developments are either considered as requiring an EIAR due to the
project type or because they exceed a threshold level. The screening process begins by
establishing whether the proposal is a ‘project’ as understood by the Directive (as amended).

The prescribed development types and thresholds are set out in Annex | and |l of the EIA Directive
as transposed into Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2010-2018 (as
amended). Development which does not exceed these thresholds but may require an EIAR are
called sub threshold. Sub-Threshold considerations are outlined in Schedule 7 of European Union
(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296
of 2018) as transposed from Annex Il of the Directive. The Guidelines on Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports note that projects at first glance may not appear to come under the Schedule
but on closer examination when the process is further examined, they may do so because of the
sensitivity or significance of the receiving environment etc. Sub threshold developments require
an EIAR if they are likely to have significant environmental impacts and must undergo assessment
for likely significant impacts through an EIAR screening report. The contents of a screening report
for subthreshold development are contained in Annex lll of the EIA Directive.
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Figure 1: EIAR Screening Process
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(Taken from Fig 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines)

Tourism locations should be identified as sensitive receptors in screening assessments for
particular impacts, depending on scale and sensitivity, as they would in a full EIAR. Section 6
below can act as guidance for Screening Reports as well as for full EIAR.

The screening process for considering where an EIAR is necessary, is summarised above in
Figure 1 (excerpted from Figure 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines).

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a more strategic level of environmental
assessment that examines plans, policies, objectives and programmes specifically rather than
projects. For some tourism developments it may be more appropriate that they be examined
through SEA, while individual projects or specific proposals are likely to be more assessed
through EIAR. If a project is part of a plan, programme or policy/objective assessed by SEA
there may still be a requirement for an EIAR for that development (subject to EIA Screening
assessment).
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EIAR Scoping

Scoping an EIAR is an opportunity to look at the breadth of issues and ensure that any areas
of possible significant impact are assessed. Identifying sensitivities and stakeholders should
take account of tourism facilities and consider Failte Ireland in scoping requests where
necessary.

4. Assessing Tourism

There is no legal definition of ‘tourism’ in Irish legislation. The UNWTO definition of sustainable
tourism is “Tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic, social and
environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and
host communities”. This is widely accepted as a key definition of tourism as we move to a
more sustainable future.

Tourism assessments are frequently carried out by economic consultants and by specific
tourism consultants. It is always advisable, particular for tourism projects, that suitably
gualified and experienced personnel are used to determine the impact of tourism related
projects or to assess the impact of more general proposals on a tourism asset identified in a
particular location. There is a requirement for EIAR under current legislation to contain a
statement of competency within all EIAR documents, including screening and scoping reports.

Projects which involve a tourism element

Tourism projects are wide ranging and diverse. While there are some projects which cater to
tourism and are easily identified as such - Hotels, Museums, etc. there are other projects
where tourism is a key service or element, but which may not be immediately obvious —
walking/cycling/forest trails, greenways, blueways, community facilities and others. EIAR
conducted for developments containing tourist elements should be completed in accordance
with the current guidance from the EPA.

Projects which include a tourism element can have potential for particular environmental
effects which differ from a non-tourism development. These impacts can be intermittent, event
related, inconsistent, dependent on weather, temporal, temporary or seasonal. This is
considered within the prescribed environmental topics for EIAR outlined in Section 7 below.

Projects which may have an impact upon tourism

While tourism projects may be diverse, the projects which can impact tourism are considerably
more wide ranging, from large infrastructural developments to local energy developments.
Disruption to or suppression of a tourist resource or amenity can have very local or more
strategic impacts, directly or indirectly- for example energy projects in a rural area can have
both a negative and positive impact in different regards. There can be temporary, periodic or
even seasonal impacts occurring during construction or operational periods.

According to the Failte Ireland Tourism Facts 2019 Report, the most important factors in
determining the attractiveness of tourism destinations for visitors to Ireland are;

e Beautiful Scenery and Unspoiled Environment
o Hospitality

o Safety

e Nature, Wildlife and Natural Attractions

e History and Culture
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e Pace of Life

These factors used for the promotion of tourism in Ireland are also barometers of sensitivity to
change in tourism sensitive or dominant locations where development may have an impact
upon the tourism asset. The potential for development to impact these sensitivities, and the
environmental criteria under which they can be considered, are identified in section 7 of the
guidelines.

5. Guiding Principles of EIAR

As outlined in the EPA EIAR Guidelines, the fundamental principles to be followed when
preparing an EIAR, including screening and scoping, are:

e Anticipating, avoiding and reducing significant effects
e Assessing and mitigating effects

¢ Maintaining objectivity

e Ensuring clarity and quality

e Providing relevant information to decision makers

e Facilitating better consultation.

Environmental assessment should be undertaken in accordance with the European Union
(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018.

6. Consideration of Competency and Qualifications

As per Section 2.5 of the EPA Guidelines, EIAR is required to be completed by ‘competent
experts’.

Contributors to the preparation of environmental impact assessment reports, including
screening and scoping assessments, should be qualified and competent. Sufficient expertise,
in the relevant field of the project concerned, is required for the purpose of its examination by
the competent authorities in order to ensure that the information provided by the developer is
complete and of a high level of quality so that a full and proper assessment can be undertaken.

For tourism related projects, or projects likely to affect tourism assets, competent experts in
the area of tourism should be utilised in the environmental assessment.

The competency of all involved in the production of an EIAR or any related report (e.g.
Screening and scoping) is required to be stated at the beginning of the EIAR report with further
details as necessary in each following chapter.

Where tourism projects involve for example heritage or cultural components, input from
heritage consultants, conservation architects, or historians may be required.

7. EIAR Requirements

The following are the key requirements for an EIAR under the current guidance. This is not a
definitive list and should be read in conjunction with regulations.
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e project description;

e assessment of alternatives considered,;
e baseline assessment;

e assessment of effects;

e cumulative impact;

e interaction of impacts;

e mitigation & monitoring; and

e residual impacts

Project Description

Project descriptions are required to describe the whole project including site, scale, design
and key factors. It is important that the EIAR and design team have a consistent understanding
of the development description in full. The key requirements are outlined in section 3.5 of the
EPA Guidelines however they identify the following;

¢ the location of the project

e the physical characteristics of the whole project

¢ the main characteristics of the operational phase of the project

e an estimate, by type and quantity, of the expected residues and emissions

The location of the project should include identifying key sensitive receptors (including tourism
receptors). In the operational phase of the project any tourism based, or potentially tourism
related activity, should be identified.

Assessment of Alternatives

The assessment of the various reasonable alternatives is an important requirement of the EIA
process.

Where tourism projects are location dependent the assessment of reasonable alternatives
should consider alternative methods, layouts, technologies and mitigations, detail the key
considerations culminating in the selection of the option/design, the reasoning for these and
the environmental effect of these decisions. This is particularly important for tourism projects
which are often location tied. The EPA EIAR Guidelines indicate that it is generally sufficient
to provide a broad description of each main alternatives and the key issues associated with
each, showing how environmental considerations were taken into account in deciding on the
selected option.

Baseline Assessment

Baseline descriptions are evidence based, current descriptions of environmental
characteristics with consideration of likely changes to the baseline environment evidenced in
planning histories, unimplemented permissions, and applications pending determination.
Baseline assessments should identify any tourism sensitivities in the zone of influence of a
development. This zone of influence of a development is highly dependent on its Context,
Character, Significance, and Sensitivity, as outlined in the EPA EIAR Guidelines. These
characteristics apply to both the development and the environment.

For example, in a tourism context;

The location of sensitive tourism resources that are likely to be directly affected should be
highlighted, and other premises which although located elsewhere, may be the subject of in
combination impacts such as alteration of traffic flows or increased urban development.
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The character of an area from a tourism perspective should be described and the principal
types of tourism in the area. Where relevant, the specific environmental resources or attributes
in the existing environment which each group uses or values should be stated and where
relevant, indicate the time, duration or seasonality of any of those activities.

The significance of the tourism assets or activities likely to be affected should be highlighted.
Reference to any existing formal or published designation or recognition of such significance
should be included. Where possible the value of the contribution of such tourism assets and
activities to the local economy should also be provided.

If there are any significant concerns or opposition to the development known to exist among
tourism stakeholders and interest groups, this should be highlighted. Identify, where possible,
the particular aspect of the development which is of concern, together with the part of the
existing tourism resource which may be threatened or impacted.

In addition, the baseline should include any methodologies employed in the study to obtain
information, if particular databases are used to locate sensitive receptors they should be
acknowledged. In relation to tourism information, the suggested information sources at the
end of this document are a non-exhaustive list which may be of assistance in identifying
tourism receptors.

Impact Assessment

The topics for consideration of impact are prescribed in the EIA Directive and transcribed into
Irish law by the European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.l. No. 296 of 2018). Impact assessment should contain the
likely significant effects of a development arising from both construction and operation of a
development. Advice on describing the effects is contained within the EPA EIAR Guidelines
and includes the quality, significance, extent, probability, type and duration of the effect,
with particular descriptors for each. In describing effects upon tourism receptors these
descriptors should take account of the particular aspects and sensitivities of tourism, for
example a temporary annual effect from a development may have different impacts upon
tourism if it falls at peak season rather than off-peak.

Impact assessment should be carried out as per EPA guidelines and the best practice for that
prescribed topic. It may be considered appropriate to consider impact on tourism under the
‘Population and Human Health’ and / or ‘Landscape’ topics as suggested below.

Population and Human Health

The consideration of tourism projects within the Population and Human Health is extensive,
with impacts ranging from rural employment population impacts of seasonal tourism, to the
health impact of air pollution from increased traffic in urban areas.

The impact upon tourism can be considered within this section through the sensitivities of
Hospitality, Safety and Pace of Life. Changes in population can impact the perception of pace
of life or safety in a particular location. Impacts upon these issues in areas which rely heavily
on tourism or have a particular sensitive tourism generator should be considered in this
section. The EPA guidelines makes reference to amenity “.which may be relevant under
‘Population and Human Health’ and ‘Landscape”.

Biodiversity

Particular tourist activities can have a significant impact upon biodiversity. Landscapes which
are ‘unspoiled’ can be attractors of tourism. However, the disturbance to ecology must be
managed to minimise impacts.
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Biodiversity is also a tourism asset and should be protected as such from other development
and should be provided for in proposals where possible.

The assessment should also consider current Government policy on nature conservation as
outlined in the National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021 (NBAP) (and subsequent iterations
(Including draft NBAP recently open for public consultation, to cover 2023 to 2027) which also
includes Ireland’s vision for biodiversity below.

‘That biodiversity and ecosystems in Ireland are conserved and restored, delivering benefits
essential for all sectors of society and that Ireland contributes to efforts to halt the loss of
biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems in the EU and globally.’

Land, Soils and Geology

A link between tourism and this prescribed environmental factor, beyond the normal
development impacts, is rare, however particular activities or facilities which use geological
features may have an impact upon soils and geology, such as mountain biking trails,
recreational uses of old quarries etc.

The impact upon Geotourism related to geoheritage within the natural environment, e.g., any
impacts on UNESCO Global Geoparks, of which we currently have three on the island of
Ireland; Copper Coast in Co. Waterford, Burren and Cliffs of Moher in Co. Clare, and Cuilcagh
Lakelands in Cavan and Fermanagh should be considered (where applicable) in this section.

Indirect impacts such as material use for extensive landscaping and public realm should also
be considered.

Water

Tourism uses can be water intense, depending on development type. Recreational use of a
surface water feature, water-based leisure centres etc have different impacts to standard
development.

Air Quality and Climate

Tourism impact upon air quality is dependent on the activity proposed and sensitivity of the
location. If the tourism project includes a large increase in transportation services, collection
of baseline air emission data is advised. Transportation emissions affect not only air quality,
but also greenhouse gases. Changing climatic patterns due to climate change should be
factored into this analysis.

Noise and Vibration

A link between tourism and this prescribed environmental factor, beyond the normal
development impacts, is rare, however the impact upon tourism of issues of noise and
vibration can be significant. Construction adjoining hotels for example should consider the
sensitivity of the development and ensure mitigation is in place.

Material Assets; Traffic and Transport

The different transport patterns associated with tourism activities is a key impact of tourism
and should be considered especially for tourism projects. These produce temporal and
seasonal changes on the norm and specialist consideration and interpretation should be given.
Tourism proposals should, where possible, be well served by public transport and should be
accessible by modes other than the car. The impact of traffic on tourism assets can be
substantial and can vary in severity according to season, the weather, etc. The impact of
construction traffic can be a particular concern in tourism sensitive areas in terms of noise
pollution and visual impact. The construction programme of developments should work to
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avoid peak tourism periods in tourism areas and should consider planned or anticipated
tourism events and festivals.

Cultural Heritage

Cultural heritage can be a key component of tourism projects and the impact of tourism on the
maintenance of cultural heritage should be given the utmost consideration, whether positive
or negative. As a tourism attraction, cultural heritage should be strongly considered in non-
tourism developments and the impact upon tourism considered as a potential impact.

Archaeology

Archaeology can be of tourism interest and can be an attractive or key component of tourism
projects. Archaeology can be a tourism attractor and given that national policy emphasis on
the non-renewable nature of the archaeology and archaeological heritage, focus should be a
presumption in favour of its preservation in-situ or where preservation in-situ is not the option
chosen, there must be preservation by record (i.e. archaeological excavation and recording
must take place) in line with statutory requirements.

Material Assets; Waste Management

Tourism is a resource heavy activity and can impact waste streams and waste segregation.
Impacts here should be considered strongly and with knowledge of the variation that arises
from the particular tourist activity. Waste and Waste disposal issues can also impact the
perception of an unspoiled environment, effecting tourism, which should be considered.

Material Assets

Material assets outside of the material assets already referenced that should be considered
are built services (utilities) and infrastructure. Tourism development should include impact
assessment on built services (utilities) and infrastructure while non tourism related
development should consider the effect on tourism, which should be considered.

Landscape

The visual impact of a tourism development, especially in locations which are visually sensitive
or renowned for their scenic or landscape beauty, should be considered carefully. A
development intended to utilise or enjoy a particular vista or environment should minimise
impact upon that environment.

Major Accident and Natural Disaster

There is a requirement for tourist developments to describe expected significant effects on the
environment of the proposed development’s vulnerability to major accidents and/or natural
disasters relevant to it. Where appropriate measures should be identified to prevent or mitigate
the significant adverse effects of such accidents or disasters, including resulting from climate
change, on the environment and detail the preparedness for the proposed response.

Interaction of Impacts

Where two or more environmental impacts combine or interact they should be considered
under the prescribed topics. It is best practice to provide a table of interactions within an EIAR
or EIA Screening Report.

Cumulative Impact

The cumulative impact is that of the project combined with any known likely project which will
interact or compound an environmental impact.
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Transboundary Impact

Transboundary impacts should be included in EIAR. In the case of tourism, especially
international travel, the transboundary impacts may not be proximate to the EIAR site.

Mitigation & Monitoring

Mitigation should follow the hierarchy of minimisation in descending order of preference-
Avoid, Reduce, Remedy.

Avoid sensitive tourism resources- such as views, access and amenity areas including
habitats as well as historical or cultural sites and structures.

Reduce the exposure of sensitive resources to excessive environmental impact.

Reduce the adverse effects to tourism land uses and patterns of activities, especially through
interactions arising from significant changes in the intensity of use or contrasts of character or
appearance.

Remedy any unavoidable significant residual adverse effects on tourism resources or
activities.

Mitigation measures must be measurable and achievable within the bounds of the project.
With regard to Monitoring, Article 8a of the EIA Directive requires that:

1. ‘The decision to grant development consent shall incorporate at least the following
information ...
(b) any environmental conditions attached to the decision, a description of any features of the
project and/or measures envisaged to avoid, prevent or reduce and, if possible, offset
significant adverse effects on the environment as well as, where appropriate, monitoring
measures. ... 4 Member States shall ensure that the features of the project and/or measures
envisaged to avoid, prevent or reduce and, if possible, offset significant adverse effects on the
environment are implemented by the developer, and shall determine the procedures regarding
the monitoring of significant adverse effects on the environment. The type of parameters to be
monitored and the duration of the monitoring shall be proportionate to the nature, location and
size of the project and the significance of its effects on the environment. Existing monitoring
arrangements resulting from Union legislation other than this Directive and from national
legislation may be used if appropriate, with a view to avoiding duplication of monitoring.’

Residual Impacts

The residual impacts are the final predicted or intended impacts which occur after the
proposed mitigation measures have been implemented.
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8. Sources of information on Tourism

Information available online

Failte Ireland

Failte Ireland offers detailed research analysis and insights into the Irish Tourism Industry.
The National Tourism Development Authority has a portfolio of research across a number of
areas including facts and figures, Environmental Surveying and Monitoring, briefing papers
and reports and visitor feedback. The Failte Ireland website has a dedicated research library
which can be accessed here

Failte Ireland also manages an environmental surveying and monitoring database as part of
the Wild Atlantic Way Operational Programme which can be accessed here. The purpose of
this is to work with and demonstrate to our stakeholders and partners that we are committed
to the sustainable development of the Wild Atlantic Way, and to be able to pre-empt and avoid
environmental effects in the future should they occur.

Discover Ireland:

Operated by Failte Ireland, the Discover Ireland website includes comprehensive information
on tourist attractions in destinations all around Ireland, including listings for activities,
accommodation, events and experiences for every county, major town and region in Ireland.
The website features elements from the four destination brands — Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s
Ancient East, Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands and Visit Dublin and can be accessed here.

Tourism Ireland

Tourism Ireland is responsible for marketing the island of Ireland overseas as a holiday and
business tourism destination. Tourism Ireland publishes a range of research documents
including; visitor facts and figures, seasonal updates and industry insights which are
accessible here

Local Authorities

Local Authorities are an invaluable source of information. They produce tourism strategies and
audits of tourism assets within their jurisdiction. Local authorities will also produce landscape
and seascape studies. Protected views and prospects as well as the record of protected
structures and other designated protected buildings are contained within the Statutory
Development Plans.

Regional Assemblies

Regional Assemblies can also be consulted on high level strategic tourism and potential
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs) should be consulted.

Central Statistics Office

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) is Ireland's national statistical office and their purpose is
to impartially collect, analyse and make available statistics about Ireland’s people, society and
economy. The Tourism and Travel Section of the Central Statistics Office is the major source
for tourism statistics in Ireland and is updated regularly.
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http://www.failteireland.ie/Research-and-insights.aspx
https://www.failteireland.ie/Regional-experience-brands/Wild-Atlantic-Way/The-Wild-Atlantic-Way-Operational-Programme/Environmental-Surveying-and-Monitoring-Programme.aspx
https://www.discoverireland.ie/?gad=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIv-iKy9ONgAMVMIBQBh0pIQboEAAYASAAEgIkrPD_BwE
https://www.tourismireland.com/Research

Emily Lynch

From: GSI Planning <GSIPlanning@GSl.ie>

Sent: 07 September 2022 10:39

To: Emily Lynch

Cc: Clare Glanville; GSI Planning

Subject: RE: EIS 22/362 - Remedial EIA Scoping for past peat extraction facilities at
Lemanaghan Bog, Co Offaly

Attachments: 22_362 Lemanaghan Bog Co Offaly.pdf; GSI datasets relevant to EIA & SEA_

20210421.pdf

You don't often get email from gsiplanning@gsi.ie. Learn why this is important

Dear Emily, Karen,

With reference to your letter dated 24 August 2022, concerning the Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment
Scoping Document for Substitute Consent Application for past peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan Bog, Co.
Offaly, please find attached response and dataset sheet from Geological Survey Ireland.

If you have any further queries or if we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me Trish
Smullen, or my colleague Clare Glanville at GSIPlanning@gsi.ie.

Yours sincerely,

Trish Smullen
Geological Survey Ireland

From: John Butler <John.Butler@gsi.ie>

Sent: Tuesday 30 August 2022 16:22

To: Clare Glanville <Clare.Glanville@decc.gov.ie>; Sophie O'Connor <Sophie.OConnor@decc.gov.ie>; Brian
McConnell <Brian.McConnell@gsi.ie>; Monica Lee <Monica.Lee@gsi.ie>; Taly Hunter Williams
<Taly.HunterWilliams@gsi.ie>; Sean Cullen Sean.Cullen@gsi.ie; Charise McKeon Charise.McKeon@gsi.ie; Jim
Hodgson jim.hodgson@gsi.ie; Eoin McGrath Eoin.McGrath@gsi.ie; Trish Smullen Trish.Smullen@gsi.ie

Cc: GSI Planning GSIPlanning@GSl.ie

Subject: EIS 22/362 - Remedial EIA Scoping for past peat extraction facilities at Lemanaghan Bog, Co Offaly

EIS 22/362

Remedial EIA Scoping for substitute consent for past peat extraction facilities at Lemanaghan Bog, Co Offaly.
Request for observations by MKO. Letter and scoping document are enclosed.

Regards,

John

From: Emily Lynch <elynch@mkoireland.ie>

Sent: Tuesday 30 August 2022 15:41

To: John Butler <John.Butler@gsi.ie>

Cc: Lorraine Meehan <Imeehan@mkoireland.ie>

Subject: 200804-e BnM Lemanaghan Subcon- Scoping Request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.
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Hi John,

MKO has been engaged to carry out a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial
Natura Impact Statement (rNIS) alongside a substitute consent application from past peat extraction activities at
Lemanaghan bog Co. Offaly. proposed developments are outlined in the attached scoping letter. The details of the
Proposed Development are outlined in the attached scoping document and cover letter.

If you have any queries or comments in relation to the attached, please do not hesitate to contact to me.
Any comments would be welcomed.

If you have any questions, queries, or comments in relation to the attached, please do not hesitate to contact to me.
Any comments would be welcomed.

Kind Regards,
Emily.

Emily Lynch

Graduate Environmental Scientist

A
MIKOD | ..
v

Tuam Road, Galway
Ireland, H91 VW84
+353(0) 91735611
www.mkoireland.ie

@

Disclaimer:

This electronic message contains information (and may contain files), which may be privileged or confidential. The
information is intended to be for the sole use of the individual(s) or entity named above. If you are not the intended
recipient be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information and or files is
prohibited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please notify the sender immediately. This is also to
certify that this mail has been scanned for viruses.

Ta eolas sa teachtaireacht leictreonach seo (agus b'fhéidir sa chomhaid ceangailte leis) a d'fhéadfadh bheith
priobhaideach né faoi run. Is le h-aghaidh an duine/na ndaoine nd le h-aghaidh an aondin atd ainmnithe thuas agus
le haghaidh an duine/na ndaoine sin amhain ata an t-eolas. Murab ionann tusa agus an té a bhfuil an teachtaireacht
ceaptha dé biodh a fhios agat nach gceadaitear nochtadh, cdipeail, scaipeadh nd Usaid an eolais agus/nd6 an
chomhaid seo. Mas tri earraid a fuair tu an teachtaireacht leictreonach seo cuir, mas é do thoil é, an té ar sheol an
teachtaireacht ar an eolas laithreach. Deimhnitear leis seo freisin nar aims odh vireas sa phost seo tar éis a scanadh.
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Department of the Environment, freland | Eireann
Climate and Communications

An Roinn Comhshaoil, Geological Survey
Aeraide agus Cumarsdide @ Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta

Karen Mulryan

MKO

Tuam Rd

Galway H91 VW84 07 September 2022

Re: Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Document for Substitute Consent Application for past peat
extraction activities at Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly

Your Ref: 200804-e
Our Ref: 21/146

Dear Karen,

Geological Survey Ireland is the national earth science agency and is a division of the Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications. We provide independent geological information and advice and gather various data for that
purpose. Please see our website for data availability. We recommend using these various data sets, when conducting the
EIAR, SEA, planning and scoping processes. Use of our data or maps should be attributed correctly to ‘Geological Survey
Ireland’.

With reference to your letter dated 24 August 2022, concerning the Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping
Document for Substitute Consent Application for past peat extraction activities at Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly, Geological
Survey Ireland would encourage use of and reference to our datasets. Please find attached a list of our publicly available
datasets that may be useful to the environmental assessment and planning process. We recommend that you review this
list and refer to any datasets you consider relevant to your assessment. The remainder of this letter and following sections
provide more detail on some of these datasets.

Geoheritage
Geological Survey Ireland is in partnership with the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS, Department of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage), to identify and select important geological and geomorphological sites throughout the
country for designation as geological NHAs (Natural Heritage Areas). This is addressed by the Geoheritage Programme of
Geological Survey Ireland, under 16 different geological themes, in which the minimum number of scientifically significant
sites that best represent the theme are rigorously selected by a panel of theme experts.

County Geological Sites (CGSs), as adopted under the National Heritage Plan, include additional sites that may also be of
national importance, but which were not selected as the very best examples for NHA designation. All geological heritage
sites identified by Geological Survey Ireland are categorised as CGS pending any further NHA designation by NPWS. CGSs
are now routinely included in County Development Plans and in the GIS of planning departments, to ensure the recognition
and appropriate protection of geological heritage within the planning system. CGSs can be viewed online under the
Geological Heritage tab on the online Map Viewer.

The audit for Co. Offaly was carried out 2016. The full report details can be found here. Our records show that there is a
CGS adjacent to the Lemanaghan Bog site boundary area.

Clonmacnoise Esker, Co. Offaly (GR 600870E 730650N), under IGH theme: IGH7 Quaternary. Link to site report at
QY008. The Clonmacnoise Esker and surrounding sands and gravels includes an exceptionally large accumulation of
sands and gravels deposited both under the ice sheet and at its margin as the ice withdrew westwards across Offaly at
the end of the last Ice Age.

With the current plan, there are no envisaged impacts on the integrity of current CGSs by the proposed development.
However, if the proposed development plan is altered, please contact Clare Glanville (Clare.Glanville@gsi.ie) for further
information and possible mitigation measures if applicable.

Geological Survey Ireland, Block 1, Booterstown Hall, Booterstown, Blackrock, Co Dublin, A94 N2R6
Bloc 1, Halla Bhaile an Bhéthair, Baile an Bhéthair, An Charraig Dhubh, Baile Atha Cliath, A94 N2R6
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Groundwater

Geological Survey Ireland’s Groundwater and Geothermal Unit, provides advice, data and maps relating to groundwater
distribution, quality and use, which is especially relevant for safe and secure drinking water supplies and healthy
ecosystems.

Proposed developments need to consider any potential impact on specific groundwater abstractions and on groundwater
resources in general. We recommend using the groundwater maps on our Map viewer. which should include: wells;
drinking water source protection areas; the national map suite - aquifer, groundwater vulnerability, groundwater recharge
and subsoil permeability maps. For areas underlain by limestone, please refer to the karst specific data layers (karst
features, tracer test database; turlough water levels (gwlevel.ie). Background information is also provided in the
Groundwater Body Descriptions. Please read all disclaimers carefully when using Geological Survey Ireland data.

The Groundwater Data Viewer indicates a ‘Locally Important Aquifer - Bedrock which is Moderately Productive only in
Local Zones’ and a ‘Locally Important Aquifer - Bedrock which is Generally Moderately Productive’ underlie the proposed
Lemanaghan Bog site boundary area. A ‘Locally important gravel aquifer’ is located adjacent to the bog site boundary
area. The Groundwater Vulnerability map indicates the area covered is variable. We would therefore recommend use of
the Groundwater Viewer to identify areas of High to Extreme Vulnerability and ‘Rock at or near surface’ in your
assessments.

GWClimate is a groundwater monitoring and modelling project that aims to investigate the impact of climate change on
groundwater in Ireland. This is a follow on from a previous project (GWFlood) and the data may be useful in relation to
Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) and management plans. Maps and data are available on the Map viewer.

Geological Survey Ireland has completed Groundwater Protection Schemes (GWPSs) in partnership with local authorities,
and there is now national coverage of GWPS mapping. A Groundwater Protection Scheme provides guidelines for the
planning and licensing authorities in carrying out their functions, and a framework to assist in decision-making on the
location, nature and control of developments and activities in order to protect groundwater. The Offaly Groundwater
Protection Response overview and link to the main report is here: https://www.gsi.ie/en-ie/publications/Pages/Offaly-
Groundwater-Protection-Scheme-Reports.aspx.

Geohazards

Geohazards can cause widespread damage to landscapes, wildlife, human property and human life. In Ireland, landslides,
flooding and coastal erosion are the most prevalent of these hazards. We recommend that geohazards be taken into
consideration, especially when developing areas where these risks are prevalent, and we encourage the use of our data
when doing so.

Survey Ireland has information available on landslides in Ireland via the National Landslide Database and Landslide
Susceptibility Map both of which are available for viewing on our dedicated Map Viewer. Associated guidance
documentation relating to the National Landslide Susceptibility Map is also available.

Geological Survey Ireland also engaged in a national project on Groundwater Flooding. The data from this project may be
useful in relation to Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) and management plans, and is described in more detail under
‘Groundwater’ above.

Geochemistry of soils, surface waters and sediments

Geological Survey Ireland provides baseline geochemistry data for Ireland as part of the Tellus programme. Baseline
geochemistry data can be used to assess the chemical status of soil and water at a regional scale and to support the
assessment of existing or potential impacts of human activity on environmental chemical quality. Tellus is a national-scale
mapping programme which provides multi-element data for shallow soil, stream sediment and stream water in Ireland. At
present, mapping consists of the border, western and midland regions. Data is available at https://www.gsi.ie/en-ie/data-
and-maps/Pages/Geochemistry.aspx.

| hope that these comments are of assistance, and if we can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to contact me
Clare Glanville, or my colleague Trish Smullen at GSIPlanning@gsi.ie.
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Yours sincerely,

o/ f/ﬂm_}“’wv‘%/\

Dr. Clare Glanville Trish Smullen
Senior Geologist Geoheritage and Planning Programme
Geological Survey Ireland Geological Survey Ireland

Enc: Table - Geological Survey Ireland's Publicly Available Datasets Relevant to Planning, EIA and SEA processes.
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Ciaran Fitzgerald

From: DECC GSI Planning <GSIPlanning@GSl.ie>

Sent: Wednesday 3 July 2024 15:14

To: Brodie Ni Thuathail

Cc: DECC GSI Planning; DECC Planning Advisory

Subject: RE: EIS 24/236 - Historical Peat Extraction at Lemanaghan bog, Co Offaly

Caution: This is an external email and may be malicious. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments.

Dear Brodie,

With reference to your email received on the 21 June regarding the Historical Peat Extraction at Lemanaghan bog,
Co Offaly, please note Geological Survey Ireland have no further comments or observations to make since our last
response, (Ref: 22/362).

Yours sincerely,
Trish Smullen

Trish Smullen Geoheritage & Planning.

Geological Survey Ireland, Booterstown Hall, Booterstown Ave., Co. Dublin A94 N2R6.
Email: trish.smullen@gsi.ie www.gsi.ie

A division of the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications.

From: DECC GSI Planning <GSIPlanning@GSl.ie>

Sent: Friday, June 28, 2024 10:38 AM

To: Patricia Smullen (DECC) <Trish.Smullen@gsi.ie>

Cc: DECC GSI Planning <GSIPlanning@GSl.ie>; DECC Planning Advisory <PlanningAdvisory@decc.gov.ie>
Subject: EIS 24/236 - Historical Peat Extraction at Lemanaghan bog, Co Offaly

EIS 24/236

Remedial EIA Scoping — Substitute Consent for Peat Extraction at Lemanaghan bog, Co Offaly. Request for
observations by MKO. Letter and rEIA document are enclosed.

Regards,

John

From: Brodie Ni Thuathail <bnithuathail@mkoireland.ie>

Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 3:26 PM

To: John Butler (DECC) <John.Butler@gsi.ie>; DECC GSI Planning <GSIPlanning@GSl.ie>
Cc: Catherine Johnson <cjohnson@mbkoireland.ie>

Subject: 200804-e Lemanaghan Subcon Scoping - GSI

cauTion: This eMail originated from outside your organisation and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not click on any links or open
any attachments unless you recognise the sender or are expecting the email and know that the contentis safe. If you are in any doubt,
please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk.



Dear Mr. Butler,

MKO has been engaged to carry out a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial
Natura Impact Statement (r(NIS) alongside a substitute consent application from past peat extraction
activities at Lemanaghan bog Co. Offaly.

We would have reached out to you in 2022 already. However, as some time has passed, we wish to reach out
again to ensure all queries and comments are captured. If you have any queries or comments in relation to the
attached, please do not hesitate to contact to me.

Kind regards,
Brodie.

Brodie Ni Thuathail
Graduate Environmental Scientist

MKO
Tuam Road, Galway, H91 VW84

Offices in Galway and Dublin
mkoireland.ie | +353 (0)91 735 611

N
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HSE EIAR Scoping Report
Environmental Health Service Consultation Report
(as a Statutory Consultee under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 (as amended) &
Regulations made thereunder)

Date: 20 September 2022

Proposed Development: Application for Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment
For Substitute Consent for past peat extraction activities at
Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly

Applicant: Bord na Mona PLC

Our reference: EHIS 2643

Report to: Ms Karen Mulryan, MKO, Tuam Road, Galway
Consultant’s reference: 200804-e

Type of consultation: Scoping Consultation

General Introduction

The Environmental Health Service (EHS) is aware of the Supreme Court Judgement in regard to the
granting of Substitute Consent and the process of remedial EIA published on the 2nd July 2020.

Supreme Court Record No: 9/19
High Court Record Number: 2014/342 JR

In this regard the leave to apply for Substitute Consent under section 177 and the granting of such is
not consistent with the EIA Directives in that there should be public participation in the decision
making on granting leave to apply for Substitute Consent and that the granting of this was not
subject to an exceptionality test.

It is therefore the understanding of the EHS that the process of Remedial EIA (rEIA) and the granting
of Substitute Consent will have to be subject to review and/or legislative change.

It is within this context that the EHS makes this submission.

The HSE will consider the final rEIAR accompanying the planning application and will in particular
make comments to the Planning Authority on the methodology used for assessing the significant
impacts and the evaluation criteria used in assessing the significance of the impact. Whilst it is
accepted that rEIA is considering impacts that have occurred, reference will still be made to the
following documents:



Guidelines on the information to be contained in EIS (2002), 187kb
Advice Notes on Current Practice in the preparation of EIS (2003), 435kb

Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanala on carrying out Environmental
Impact Assessment

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/guidelines for planning authoriti

es and an bord pleanala on carrying out eia - august 2018.pdf

EU publication: Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the

Environmental Impact Assessment Report, EU, 2017

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/pdf/EIA guidance EIA report final.pdf

Adoption of the Directive (2014/52/EU) in April 2014 initiated a review of the above guidelines.

The draft new guidelines can be seen at:

http://www.epa.ie/pubs/consultation/reviewofdrafteisguidelinesadvicenotes/

Generally the EHS will consider if the rEIA has examined all significant impacts and provided the

following information for each:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

h)

Description of the receiving environment including licencing compliance
Legislative framework

Description of the development

The nature and scale of the impact

An assessment of the significance of the impact

Mitigation measures

Residual impacts.

Peatland rehabilitation proposals

In particular the EHS will consider the impacts on or from:

Noise & Vibration

Air Quality including dust

Surface and Ground water quality
Geological Impacts

Ancillary facilities


https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/guidelines_for_planning_authorities_and_an_bord_pleanala_on_carrying_out_eia_-_august_2018.pdf
https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/guidelines_for_planning_authorities_and_an_bord_pleanala_on_carrying_out_eia_-_august_2018.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/pdf/EIA_guidance_EIA_report_final.pdf
http://www.epa.ie/pubs/consultation/reviewofdrafteisguidelinesadvicenotes/

The cumulative impacts should also be assessed and evaluated in the rEIA
Population and Human Health

Directive 2014/52/EU has an increased requirement to assess likely significant impacts on Population
and Human Health, in the case of a rEIA this is the actual impacts on Population and Human Health.
It is recommended that the wider determinants of health and wellbeing are considered in a
proportionate manner when considering the rEIA. Guidance on wider determinants of health can be
found at www.publichealth.ie

Non-Technical Summary

The Non-Technical Summary is an important document to enable public access to the information. It
should accurately summarise the rEIAR in non-technical language. It should identify the
methodologies used and the criteria to evaluate the significant impacts and clearly state the
mitigation that has been implemented. It should be easily referenced across to the main body of
text.

Public Consultation

Meaningful public consultation with the local community should be carried out. All legitimate
concerns from the public should be identified in the rEIA. The EIAR should clearly demonstrate how
the outcome of consultation with the public influenced decision making within the EIA.

Cy—“c::\h. — s

Environmental Health Officer
Environment OU

Ennistymon Health Centre
Ennistymon

Co. Clare


http://www.publichealth.ie/

Ciaran Fitzgerald

From: Sabine Browne <Sabine.Browne@waterwaysireland.org>

Sent: Monday 24 June 2024 11:17

To: Brodie Ni Thuathail

Cc: Catherine Johnson; Cormac McCarthy

Subject: RE: 200804-e Lemanaghan Subcon Scoping - Waterways Ireland

Caution: This is an external email and may be malicious. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments.

Good morning Brodie,

This is not within any Zone of Influence of our waterways so we will not be commenting.

Kind regards,

Sabine Browne

From: Brodie Ni Thuathail <bnithuathail@mkoireland.ie>

Sent: Friday, June 21, 2024 4:40 PM

To: Sabine Browne <Sabine.Browne@waterwaysireland.org>; Cormac McCarthy
<cormac.mccarthy@waterwaysireland.org>

Cc: Catherine Johnson <cjohnson@mbkoireland.ie>

Subject: 200804-e Lemanaghan Subcon Scoping - Waterways Ireland

Hello,

MKO has been engaged to carry out a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and remedial
Natura Impact Statement (r(NIS) alongside a substitute consent application from past peat extraction
activities at Lemanaghan bog Co. Offaly.

We would have reached out to you in 2022 already. However, as some time has passed, we wish to reach out
again to ensure all queries and comments are captured. If you have any queries or comments in relation to the
attached, please do not hesitate to contact to me.

Kind regards,
Brodie.

Brodie Ni Thuathail
Graduate Environmental Scientist

Tuam Road, Galway, H91 VW84

MKO

Offices in Galway and Dublin
mkoireland.ie | +353 (0)91 735 611
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